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Epistle to the Romans 3:1-25 
 
Romans 4:1-12 (NRSVue) 
1 What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 2 For if 
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 

• Gained: Gk = 'found'. 
• 1st class condition, assumed true. 
• Boast: A good example for us ones! 

 
James 2 
21 Was not our ancestor Abraham justified by works when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 
22 You see that faith was active along with his works, and by works faith was brought to completion. 
Justified by works: Exact same words as in Romans 4:2. 
 
Faith and works 

• Faith: Saves and works prove it. 
• Works: Loyal obedience, not rituals, discipline, being nice, mysticism. nor 
• Justify: To declare, not to save. 
• Both: One's faith and one's obedience declare one innocent in God's sight. 
• Abraham: Obeyed Yahweh, not laws, social norms, or religious rules. 

 
3 For what does the scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 
righteousness." 4 Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 

• Scripture: Torah, Genesis 15:6. 
• Believed: Affirmed God's promises. 
• Reckoned: Considered to be... 
• Righteousness: Acquitted  (Rom 4:8). 

 
5 But to one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as 
righteousness. 

• Work: Present tense = is not working. 
• Trust: Present tense = remains faithful. 
• Justify: Present tense = keeps on justifying. 
• Faith: Continual loyalty. 
• Reckon: Present tense = keeps on reckoning. 

 
6 So also David pronounces a blessing on those to whom God reckons righteousness apart from  
works: 

7 "Blessed are those whose iniquities are forgiven 
and whose sins are covered; 
8 blessed is the one against whom the Lord will not reckon sin." 

• Scripture: Psalm 32:1-2 = LXX 31:1-2. 
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9 Is this blessing, then, pronounced only on the circumcised or also on the uncircumcised? We say, 
"Faith was reckoned to Abraham as righteousness." 10 How then was it reckoned to him? 
Was it before or after he had been circumcised? It was not after but before he was circumcised. 

• When: Believed at age 75, circumcised at age 99. 
 
11 He received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he 
was still uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him the ancestor of all who believe without 
being circumcised and who thus have righteousness reckoned to them, ... 

• Sign: Circumcision, physical act. 
• Seal: Righteousness, spiritual reality. 

 
12 and likewise the ancestor of the circumcised who are not only circumcised but follow the 
example of the faith that our ancestor Abraham had before he was circumcised. 
Not only: Before personal faith. 

• Ancestor: Fictive, by adoption. 
• Example: Same faith, different timing. 
• Before: Already righteous. 

 
13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants 
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are 
to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 

• Promise: Gen. 12:1-3. The adamah. 
• Inherit: kosmos, not (only) heaven. 

 
15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there transgression. 
 
Where there is no law:  

• History before Moses. 
• Amongst ignorant Gentiles. 
• Infants and small children. 
• For those who love God & others. 
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16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it may be 
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share 
the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, ... 

• Grace: Unmerited kindness. 
• Guaranteed: Backed by God himself. 

 
17 as it is written, "I have made you the father of many nations"), in the presence of the God in whom 
he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

• Written: Genesis 17:4 & 5. 
• Life: Bodily and everlasting. 
• Calls: The only Creator. 
• Things: Righteous humans forever. 

 
18 Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become "the father of many nations," according 
to what was said, "So shall your descendants be." 19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered 
his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), and the 
barrenness of Sarah's womb. 
 
20 No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he 
gave glory to God, 21 being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 

• Waver: Not having tested. 
• Glory: Having tested. 
• Convinced: Moving forwards... 

 
22 Therefore "it was reckoned to him as righteousness." 23 Now the words, "it was reckoned to him," 
were written not for his sake alone, 24 but for ours also. … 
Righteousness: Innocent before God. 

• For his sake: Written when? 
• For ours also: For whom was the Tanakh written? 

 
It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was 
handed over for our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 

• Reckon: Declared to be true. 
• Believe: Remain faithful. 
• Trespasses: Violate law or conscience. 
• Justification: To declare us acquitted. 

 
 
 


