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SMALL GROUP AND CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES CONTRASTED

	Comparative traits
	The Small Group Church
	The Congregational Church

	Worship center
	Private homes
	Formal services in religious buildings

	Primary group size
	Small, intimate fellowships
	Big, impersonal meetings

	Assumed lifestyle
	Communal
	Individualist

	General purpose
	Getting the church into people’s homes
	Getting people into the church

	Church finances
	Sharing all they have
	Tithes and offering

	Evangelism
	Natural discipling of neighbors
	Outreach and special events

	Imperative
	Go and make disciples
	Bring in new members

	Growth pattern
	Groups reproducing themselves
	Adding members to the membership

	Missionaries
	Members appointed by the church
	Volunteers appointed by agencies

	Success measure
	New groups of growing believers
	Number who tithe & listen to sermons

	Main functionaries
	Elders and deacons
	Priests, clergy, lecturers 

	Pastoral duties
	Watch care over a few
	Preach sermons, call on the sick, manage the staff

	Teaching style
	Dynamic discussion
	Static sermonizing

	Ministry goal
	Equip each believer for ministry
	Manage the church programs

	Worker salaries
	Most are self-supporting
	Most require full salaries

	Ministry standard
	Effective service
	Excellent performance

	Member attitude
	Secure in mutual support
	Anonymity and insecurity

	Use of the Bible
	Much use for faith and practice
	Content & proof texts for preaching and teaching

	Communion service
	As fellowship with God and the body
	As a visual symbol in a church ceremony

	Love one another
	Practiced and experienced
	Preached and idealized

	Motivational strategy
	Commands of Jesus and love for the saints
	Guilt of inconsistent living or the glory of tradition

	Counsel of the hurting
	Peers give correction and support
	Professionals using therapy approaches

	Attitudes of outsiders
	Relative comfort in homes of neighbors
	Relative discomfort in unnatural ceremonies


