Activities for self-directed language learners

Introduction

Language learning activities are things to do al tcemmunication situations in |
community to try out what you have been practiégmgtructured sessions. Th
activities help you focus on one communicationagitan or area of vocabulary ¢
culture at a time. These are just suggestions. Makearp activities of your own, on

you get the idei

Things to do

Here are the things to do when you use activibesélf-directed language learn

The Eating Out activi

See The Eating Out activi

The Join in the Work activi

See The Join in the Work activi
The Public Transport activi

See The Public Transport activi
The Reading the Signs acti\

See The Reading the Signs acti\
The Shopping Trip activi

See The Shopping Trip activi
The Social Visiting activit

See The Social Visiting activit
The Telephone Procedures acti
See The Telephone Procedures acti
The Telling Jokes activi

See The Telling Jokes activi

The Town Map activit
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See The Town Map activit
* The Town Survey activi

See The Town Survey activi

See also

« Keywords:activities for language learni, extemporaneous communicat

The Eating Out activity

Introduction

With the Eating Out activity, you go to a localteesrant with a group and share ar al
together. This technique works well for a class &ather to do together, or fora gr p
of language learners and their tutor or languageaate (LA)

Objectives
« To learn new vocabulg
« To learn the appropriate cultural behavior formgau

« To have an informal time together with the teacdbelLA) and other students, gett ng
better acquainted on a personal level. These kahddationships are often ve
important to non-westerne

Guidelines

« Take a native speaker with you who is comfortablthe cultural setting. You ne |
someone to learn from by observation and instroc

Steps
Before your outing
1. Discuss vocabulary and phrases which will likelyused at the restaure
Before your outing

2. Talk about cultural necessities such as tippingjrgethe attention of the waitre
and paying

3. Set up the time and date of the oul

During your outing
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4. Go to the restaurant and enjoy yourself. Use tloabolary phrases necessary to crder
your meal

Also spend time in informal conversation with othe@mbers of the grot
After your outing

5. Discuss any difficulties you had at the restaucargbservations you made about he
outing

Enhance your learning by choosing further actisi
« Write a description of the experience and give ympression

« Compare appropriate restaurant behavior in yourehomntry with what yc
have learned is appropriate in this situat

« Make a do's and don'ts list for eating out in #iigation

See also

« Keywords:activities for language learni, restaurani, vocabular

The Join in the Work activity

Introduction

With the Join in the Work activity, you find out whtypes of things are goingonin e
village (town) on a particular day and choose arievidy where you can becor
involved

Objectives

« To observe work patterns and other cultural infarom
* To get to know individuals bett
« To learn new vocabula

* To increase your ease of speaking conversatic

Guidelines

« Use this activity as a learning tool, even in thdyestages of language learn
(predominately to observe and to be involved witividuals). Use it later
continue improving your speaking abilities in aasedd setting

LinguaLinks® Library Version 5.0 © 2002 SIL International



« Choose a variety of activities to join in—not mgrehes you find exhilarating, t
ones which allow you to become involved with peapléheir setting. You may fir |
that the language and culture learning you genduhis activity is vastly diffeent
from what you get in the formal "language sesstoné. This may be the time tF -
let you get an insider's view because you arenglto be involved with their da
schedule, rather than just following your own agepckarranged during forn
lancuage time

« Carry a small notebook, if possible, to jot downesowhile you attend an activi
Otherwise, do your best to make mental notes agwl whrite them down as soor 3
possible

« Observe working relationships between participantduding their verbal ar
nonverbal interaction. You may be able to learnualsocial hierarchies within the e
parameter:

« Ask questions about what is going on if you dounaderstand. However, do nott rn
this into a language session. If the participaagsrsunwilling to answer yo
guestions, save them for a language session amdysaimserve during this activit
Do not press them for answers or you may alienatesgtiiior at least make yours :If
less welcome in the future. Observe the way knogdad passed from one individ Jal
to another (such as from older man to younger).cWhow they train those who )
not ye know how to do the work and try to place yourselthat learner's positic

See also

« Keywords:activities for language learni, culture learnin

The Public Transport activity

Introduction

With the Public Transport activity, you explore tfbeal public transportation syste
learning about routes, stops, stations, faresp#mel pertinent informatio

Objectives
« To learn which vehicles you need to locate for yiansportation nee
« To know what the fares are and how the routesmangtop or otherwis

* To confidently use the public transportation sy

Guidelines
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« Obtain a map of the bus routes, if available, damba map of the town a
surrounding aree

« Learn key terms before you begin this activity sastoken , transfer, express, route,
anddestination.

« Undertake only part of the transportation systea tane. Eventually cover all of
or all of the parts you will most likely net

« Take a notebook and pen to write down commentd@mformation you learn, yo ir
reactions to the mode of transportation, and atiteresting thing:

Steps

1. Go to the central transportation station and lotiaeous (or other form
transportation you are investigating) that willéafou to your destinatic

2. Find out the cost of the trip, and the approxintatetion. You may choose
explore alternative routes to the same destinatintg explore alternative modes f
transportation (taxi cab, motorcycle, et

3. Choose one mode of transportation and go on

4. Take notes about your trip, how many stops you miaok crowded it was, tl
duration of the trip, et

5. When you reach your destination, find out how ame&rvyou can get back to
central statior

6. When you arrive back at the central station, yoy ofeose to try another destination
and route or wait until another outi

7. At some point, you may want to talk about your disgries with the langua
associate (LA) or another native speaker. Ask aboything you do not underste d
concerning the transport systt

See also

« Keywords:activities for language learni, public transportatic

The Reading the Signs activity

Introduction

With the Reading the Signs activity, you walk doavstreet (such as the main strer 1
the business district) and write down the messtgdsappear on signs. Then you dis :uss
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them with the language associate (LA) to understhanl content and intel

Objectives
« To use written messages which are available asdain getting arour

* To become familiar with abbreviations and shortesgeec

Steps
Before your session
1. Go to a street that has many signs and write doeimn tonten
During your session

2. Go over the list of signs with the LA and get diadtion for any messages you do not
understant

3. Categorize the signs according to common categ(
« Advertisement
« Traffic and safety notict
* Regulation
* Announcemen
* Informatior
* Slogan
* Place name
« Miscellaneou
Variations

A further exercise you can do with the ReadingSigns activity is to analyze t

grammar of the signs. You might ask such questsnswWhat kinds of words are |

out?" "What verb forms are used?" Try rewriting $igns into complete sentences. or
example, change "No crossing zone" to "You musttnags the street in this place.” Y ou
might also try to create some signs of your owogiporating the common princip

used in local advertising. If the country has ahlaigy system, you might spende

session studying highway signs, which vary grefatlgn those found on a city stre

Other possibilities for specialized signs includaffiti, bumper stickers, gravestones, and
T-shirt slogan:

See also
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« Keywords:activities for language learni, reading proficienc

The Shopping Trip activity

Introduction

With the Shopping Trip activity, you go shopping tbe week's groceries withc
actually purchasing them, but by listing them imo&ebook

Objectives

« To become familiar with the local supermarketqpen air marke
« To learn new vocabulary items of food na

« To gain confidence in being able to make a tripucchase items by yours

Guidelines

Steps

« Take a language associate (LA) or someone who &iio&ir way around better tt an

you do, on your first trip. You can go by yourséljou are a brave soul, but y
should know enough of the language to take cayewfself

Make up a list of the items to be "purchas

Learn vocabulary items that will be helpful, sush'a bottle of", "a kilo of", "a c¢
of."

Make it a comparative trip if there are severalesoparkets in tow!

Buy some items, if necessary, on the trip. You firay that you cannot gatt
(accurate) information without buying somethingotu go to an open air market
bargaining is a part of the purchase scenario andaye not actually going
purchaseanything, the price you are told initially wouldtrime the actual purche
price. See thRole-Play techniqt for suggestions on how to prepare for a trip & th
market

Follow these steps to use the Shopping Trip agt
Before your trip
1. Prepare your list and set a time for your

During your trip
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2. Go to the store and begin walking the aisles, logkor the items you want
"purchase."” Notice the overall organization of shere

3. As you write down prices, you may want to compasnt names, size versus p e
amounts (is it more economical to buy the large @mnaot), and other consideratic 1s.

4. Ask your companion about things you do not undack
Write down new vocabulary items and other thingstdrest
5. Go to another store (if available) and do more canmspn shoppin:
After your trip
6. Tally your "purchases" to find your total c«

Write down your overall impression of each stord dacide where you want to shop.

See also

« Keywords:activities for language learni, buying and sellin, culture learnin

The Social Visiting activity

Introduction

With the Social Visiting activity, you take advagéaof opportunities to engage
conversations while at social activities, suchiaging in a home, attending a ¢
meeting or a sporting eve

Objectives
« To expand your vocabule
« To increase your listening comprehen:

* To increase your ease of speaking conversatic

Guidelines

« Use this activity as a learning tool to gain greatmversational skills. It can be u: ed
even in the early stages of language learning ¢pnaahtely for listening skills), b
is especially useful as your speaking ability iase=

« Find a person or a setting that is comfortableyfar. This may not be a problem r
extroverts, but many introverts need a relativelgthreatening environment bef 2
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See also

they are willing to utter a syllab

Do not turn a visit into a formal setting by makisug appointment. Rather, "drop y"
and see what is happening. Sit around the kitchigle tthe fire, the front room, under
a tree, or wherever a group is gathel

Try to stretch your limits by speaking more thaw yeally feel comfortable doir
and little by little you will gain confidenc

Listen for clues which differentiate social visgifrom more formal settings
speech usage, such as church, official speech&saaring situations--whether public
school, language school, or formal language sessitth a language associate (). \

Pick up verbal and nonverbal cues and incorpohamtinto your own social visi
Once you have tested them to make certain theyadickand nonoffensive, ma
them a part of your social visiting ski

Take any questions concerning what happens dungggtsocial visits to a LA. [

not pull out your data notebook and turn the sc@é#ting into a language sessio or
the parameters will be changed. If you are afraudl will forget something you wit

to ask about later, try to make a mental note. Evgou forget initially, if the

guestion comes up enough times, you will eventuallyerstand it or remembel

ask the LA late

Keywords:activities for language learni, culture learnin, interactional skill, social
visiting, vocabular

The Telephone Procedures activity

Introduction

With the Telephone Procedures activity, you practising the telephone to learn
appropriate etiquette and skills required for lacse

Objectives

To learn appropriate vocabulary for using a telewg

To practice using the phone book, dealing with afmes, dialing local and lol
distance numbe

To learn how to communicate without using facighssions and gestu

LinguaLinks® Library Version 5.0 © 2002 SIL International



Guidelines

Steps

« Practice the same task several times with diffgpeople to build confidenc

Before your practice
1. Make a list of questions you want to ask each efghrties you ca

2. Use the telephone book to make a list of the bgsegeand persons you want to all
and their phone numbe

During your session

3. Call the first number on your list and explain tiiati are seeking informatic
Proceed with all your questions, then end the

4. Write down the information you received and how Yeltiabout the phone ce

5. Continue making phone calls until you have exhaligeair list or until you fes
confident in your ability to use the pho

Prerequisites
Here are some prerequisites for doing the TelepRwooeedures activity

You need to learn vocabulary items associated thglelephone before you actually ry
to carry on conversations. Some of these vocabiikamns are dial, receiver, call, ¢
tone, busy signal, operator, information, colledatect dialing, and exteron.

You also need to learn phone etiquette, such gsepgreetings and introductio
Variations
Here are some variations of the Telephone Procedatevity

You can call the operator to find out how to malebect call or how to charge a cal to
a third party

You can practice hearing how people respond whewearng a wrong number call. 7 y
calling a business and asking for information tbagynot possibly know, or call a priv ite
number and ask for a person you know will not leze

You can call information hot line type numbers tivay information numbers: time ¢ 1
temperature, movie theaters, dial-a-joke, 800 nus)lme want ad

You may also need to learn how to use a radio hele@. You should learn the locat 1
of the operation station and how to book a callilenradio telephon
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See also

« Keywords:activities for language learni, number, telephone, vocabular

The Telling Jokes activity

Introduction

With the Telling Jokes activity, you practice tedjijokes to native speakers after
have practiced them with a language associate

Objectives
« To learn the proper intonation and stress neeuledrty a jok

« To provide cultural insight into what is considefadny

Guidelines
« Listen to jokes told by native speakers and analyem for
- common theme
- frequently used words and phrases,
- types of jokes: puns, tall tales, or ridd

There may even be books of jokes available indhguage. These may be helf
even if you do not actually tell the jokes becatlgelanguage may be closer to ac ual
spoken languag:

* Notice the circles in which jokes are told, alsoenéhthey are not told, and who t Is
jokes

« Do not try to translate jokes from your native laage as the humor may
completely different. Something that is acceptétke material in your culture m
be taboo in the local culture. Or something hilasig funny in your culture may be of
no humorous value locall

« If you find it difficult to tell a joke, you couldbcus instead on learning how to lis en
to jokes and how to respond appropriately to jc

Steps

During your session
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1. Tell the LA you want to learn how to successfudil & joke
Ask if there are certain guidelines you should knvaeen telling a joke
2. Ask the LA to tell you a joke. Notice the verbabamonverbal cue
3. Tell your joke to the LA
Have the LA tell you how to improve your joke tali
4. Practice until you are comfortable telling your ¢«
After your session

5. Practice telling your joke to several native speske groups of native speak
Keep telling your joke until you get a good lat

If you bomb, ask the listeners how you can makgdke funnier

See also

« Keywords:activities for language learni, culture learnin, intonatior

The Town Map activity

Introduction

With the Town Map activity, you make a map of ambgaarea of town and then you )
out and fill in the map with general informationich as street names, store na
landmarks, buildings, parks, and other notables.

Objectives
« To become familiar with at least one section @fri

« To get out into the local environment and to intexaith people even if only brief
(possibly set up a network of friends for convemsapractice

Guidelines

« Select a manageable section of town or divide tha wou want to map out into more
than one outin

« Make it an enjoyable outing. Take time to explareiesting sites, have a croiss 1t
and cappuccino (or whatever the local tasty ti®afliake time to have fun doing t iis
activity.
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Steps
1. Prepare a map of a nearby area of t

2. Go out to the area and label all the sites fourdethNote places you might wan )
explore in detail at a later time. Include landnsattkat people use in giving directions
(mango trees, statues, hills, e

Variation

Another activity you might do in conjunction withg Town Map is to find o
information about the sites on the map which rexjyou to speak with native speak s.
For instance, find out the business hours of theestor the planned social activitiet

the park (sporting events, et

See also
* The Town Survey activi

« Keywords:activities for language learni

The Town Survey activity

Introduction

With the Town Survey activity, you work alone ortvanother person (as part of a la-ger
overall group) to learn details about one parbwfrt. Once you have collected
information, compile all the findings into a migisdebook

Objectives

« To learn about a large segment of the communiigktuby sharing your finding
with other students and learning from their invgestion:

« To provide an opportunity to speak the local languia a real situatic

Guidelines

« Use this activity after you feel comfortable askqugestions (and can underst
some of the answer

* Prepare a list of questions beforehand about peeific place you will go to ar
learn abou

Steps
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Before your outing

1. Decide where you will do your survey and prepalistaf questions. Refresh yc
mind on appropriate ways to start and end a coatiere

During your outing

2. Go to the designated place and find an officiabperor worker there who is willii |
to give you informatior

During your outing

3. Ask your questions and write down answers if appadg. Otherwise do it aftery |
have left the survey si

After your outing

4. Meet with other survey members and share whatganéd. Include in tl
discussion any difficulties or interesting insightsm the experienc

5. Write up your findings and compile all the infornoat for a mini-guidebool

See also

« Keywords:activities for language learni, interactional skill
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