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Summary

This book contains detailed descriptions of techesgjand activities you can use to l¢ arn
a second language by working with speakers ofahguage. Each technique h

detailed description of the objectives of the tegha, the guidelines to follownd the
procedure to use. These techniques can be hetpfoltin developing your ov

language learning program or supplementing a laggsahoo

Contents
Introduction to techniques and activit
overview: Index of technique
Techniques for self-directed language leat

Activities for self-directed language learr

Introduction to techniques and activities

Introduction to techniques and activities

We have put together a collection of language lagrtechniques and activities you ' in
use to build your language skills with the helpoé& or more native speakers of
language you want to learn. We have used thetechniqu to refer to procedus witr
sequenced steps as distinct from less structactivities. Most of theactivities (and

few of the techniques) assume that the learnérirgylin a community where the tar t
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language is spoker

See also

« Keywords:activities for language learni, techniques for language learn

OVERVIEW
Index of techniques

Introduction

This module group contains listings of techniquesording to the type of skills tF
help to develoj

In this module group

Here are the modules on index of technic
« Techniques for improving pronunciat
« Techniques for developing grammatical accu
* Index to grammatical structures you can learn thinocomprehension techniqt
« Techniques for building vocabul:
« Techniques for learning discourse struct
« Techniques for practicing communicative functi
« Techniques for learning appropriate varie
« Techniques for learning interactional sk

« Techniques for building cultural understanc

See also

« Keywords:techniques for language learn

Techniques for improving pronunciation

Description
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Here are some techniques to use to improve younupi@ation. Some techniques are for
single sounds that are problem areas. Others fatgemparing several sounds you I ave
trouble distinguishing. Still others help you wark features such as tone, ss, an
intonation

Objectives

Here are some pronunciation objectives you can warwith these techniqu

« To be able to distinguish when your pronunciatidgfeds from that of a moth:
tongue speak

« To improve the production of sounds that are diffiéor yoL

Techniques
Here are the techniques to use to improve prontiogi
« The Intonation Drill techniqt
« The Record and Compare techni
« The Record for Correction technic
« The Single Sound Drill techniq
* The Sound Contrast Drill technic
« The Stress Pattern Drill technic

« The Tone Pattern Drill techniq

See also

« Keywords:accurac, pronunciatiol, techniques for language learn

Techniques for developing grammatical accuracy

Description

Any technique or method that gives you exposuie liooad variety of grammatis
structures, such as the Total Physical Responbaitpees or the Text-based techniq es,
will help you acquire structures and, with enougpasure, should improve yc

accuacy. The following techniques, however, will hgipu isolate and work ¢
developing grammatical accuracy with specific dtnes
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See Index to grammatical structures you can learn thinotomprehension techniqi 2s
for ideas on how to practice specific structt

Techniques
Here are some techniques to use to develop gragahatcurac

« The Clause Type Practice techni

The Part of Speech Placement techr

The Single Sentence Pattern Practice tech

The Structure Contrast Drill technic

The System Drill techniqt

The Tense Practice technit

See also

« Keywords:accurac, gramma, techniques for language learn

Index to grammatical structures you can learn through
comprehension techniques

Introduction

In "Kick-starting your language learning," Greg Tigon gives suggestions for hov )
use comprehension-based language learning tectmisueh as Total Physical Respc nse
and Photo Book techniques to learn to comprehearadiaty of grammatical structur
Thomson has deliberately used a nontechnical wdagbin referring to grammatic
structures, so as not to intimidate language leanbo are not familiar with th

technical vocabular

It may sometimes be helpful, however, to be ableskociate a technical term with w at
Thomson is talking about. For example, if a leaia@n language school and is study ng
the imperfect aspect (in some languages calledhtperfect tense), it mig be helpful to
be able to refer to "Kick-starting your languagarieng” for ideas on how to do ex
practice outside of class by working with a larggi&elper.

Description

This index lists the technical names of gramnahterms with links to the section
which they are discussed by Thomson in "Kick-st@rifour language learnini
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Grammatical structures

Identificational clause
Descriptive claust
Noun phrase
Imperative

Active clause
Intransitive clause
Transitive clause
Direct object
Subject pronour
Indirect object
Benefactive
Location phrase
Possessors and posses
Instrument

Sourct

Manne

Past tenst

Future tense
Imperfective aspe
Time word:
Passive voic
Interrogative
Subjunctive moo
Optative moo

Negatior
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* Inchoative

« Complex sentenc
« Compound sentenc
« Relative clause

« Temporal claust

* Reason claus

« Conditional clause
« Concessive claus
« Purpose claus

« Causative constructio
« Comparative

« Superlative

« Indirect speec

Techniques for building vocabulary

Description

Any technique that gives you exposure to languagecan understand will help y
build vocabulary. The techniques listed here argquéarly good for building up yo!
comprehension vocabula

Techniques
These are the techniques to use to build vocah
« The Dialogue techniqu
« The Discovering Categories techni
* The Interview techniqu:
« The Look and Listen techniqt
« The Text Portfolio techniqt

« The Total Physical Response technic
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See also

« Keywords:techniques for language learn, vocabular

Techniques for learning discourse structures

Techniques
Here are the techniques to use to learn discotmsetisres
« The Text Analysis techniq
« The Text Portfolio techniqt
« The Write and Rewrite technig

See also

« Keywords:discours, techniques for language learn

Techniques for practicing communicative functions

Techniques
Here are the techniques to practice communicatimetions
« The Dialogue techniqu

e The Survival Phrases techni¢

See also

« Keywords:communicative functior, techniques for language learn

Techniques for learning appropriate varieties

Description

These techniques will help you learn what varietielanguage are appropriate
different communication situations and purpos

Techniques
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Here are the techniques to learn appropriate vesief languag
« The Dialogue techniqu
« The Handling Idioms techniq
« The Text Portfolio techniqt

« The Write and Rewrite technig

See also

« Keywords:techniques for language learn, varieties of spee«

Techniques for learning interactional skills

Techniques
Here are techniques to learn interactional s
« The Dialogue techniqu

* The Interview techniqu:

See also
« Keywords:interactional skill, techniques for language learn

Activities for self-directed language learr

Techniques for building cultural understanding

Techniques
Here are techniques to build understanding of ttei@al framework
« The Dialogue techniqu
« The Discovering Categories techni

* The Interview techniqu

The Picture Descriptions technic

The Text Analysis techniq
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« The Text Portfolio techniqt

See also

« Keywords:culture learnin, techniques for language learn

Techniques for self-directed language learners

Introduction

These are called techniques for self-directed lagguearners because you can use 1em
to achieve your own language learning objectiveskimg with any native speaker of he
language that you want to learn. They can be usedpplement a language ool ot
independent study course, or as part of your owguage learning progra

Things to do
« Use the Comprehension Building techniq
See The Comprehension Building techniq
« Use the Culture Exploration techniqt
See The Culture Exploration techniqt
« Use the Discourse Practice techniq
See The Discourse Practice techniq
« Use the Memory Reinforcement techniq
See The Memory Reinforcement techniq
« Use the Production practice techniq

See The Production Practice techniq

See also

« Keywords:techniques for language learn

The Comprehension Building techniques

Introduction
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With the Comprehension Building techniques youcangcentrating on learning
understand more and more of the language you amneihg, rather than focusing
speaking if

Things to do

Use the Audio Archive techniqt

See The Audio Archive techniqt
Use the Look and Listen techniqt
See The Look and Listen techniqt
Use the Physical Response technic
See The Physical Response technic
Use the Predictable Text techniqt

See The Predictable Text techniqt

The Audio Archive technique

Introduction

With the Audio Archive technique, you use exampmlegarious types of spoken texts as
models for style, intonation, and other conventitiva go with each genre. You can i Iso
use this technique for vocabulary learning andews,

Objectives

To make full use of the large body of recorded miali®eyou get throughout yc
language learnir

To acquire a feel for the style and look of differgenre of spoken te
To gain an understanding of the way each typegaroze«
To learn new vocabula

To use this as a method of reviewing known vocalgulatonation, and over:
production of each specific type of t

Guidelines

Begin this collection with your first recordingslanguage learning. Inclu
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recordings of the language associate (LA) sayirgalialary items, giving examy
sentences, and other such speech. One of the adeartf this technique is that' ju
can earn from materials you have already collectederattan having to collect .
new date

« Keep bibliographical information on each tape (&peeaopic, and date of recordil g)
for future referenc

« Catalog tapes according to content for easy acabseviewn

« Take advantage of opportunities to record diffetgpés of speecl
- Attend village meeting
- Attend church or school functiol
- Find a good storyteller or a willing histori;

« Listen to the tapes and make note of unfamiliaabodary, intonation patterns, ¢ |
specific stylistic techniques. Go over any questipou have with the LA, playing t1e
tape for clarification (this may not be necességpu are only trying to dene
vocabulary items). Also, when talking about intooiatand style, it may be diffict
for a native speaker to distinguish the specifssdufor one genre versus anot
Your best teacher for such things may be to reseveral different speakers (ng
similar information, and then to compare them toreoverall principle:

« Keep all recorded texts for your current levelariguage learning as well as prev jus
levels

« Review the texts on a regular basis for best riete!

The Look and Listen techniques

Introduction

With the Look and Listen techniques, you use ctibeés of photos or drawings
acquire vocabulary and grammatical structt

Objectives
* To build comprehension vocabul
« To recognize new grammatical structt

« To associate new vocabulary directly with the piesy without translatic
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Guidelines
« Find out if it is culturally appropriate for you take photos

Reason In some parts of the world, you can get mobbedmsted for takin
photos in public places. In other places, you malwsays ask permissi
before taking photos (a polite thing to do in aage). You may |
obligated to get prints for the pele you photograph. Be sure to find ut
about this before you take your pho

« Arrange the photos or drawings in the order of $&ntp more complex in the
content

Things to do
* Use the lllustrated Dictionary or Picture book teicjue
See The lllustrated Dictionary or Picture Book techra
« Use the Photo Book techniq
See The Photo Book techniq
« Use the Picture Book Plus Recordings techn
See The Picture Book Plus Recordings techn
« Use the Picture Cues technic
See The Picture Cues technic
+ Use the Picture Descriptions technic
See The Picture Descriptions technic
« Use the Dialogue Strip techniq

See The Dialogue Strip techniq

See also

« Keywords:comprehensic, comprehension vocabuli, photographs and photo boyks
pictures and picture boc, techniques for language learn

The lllustrated Dictionary or Picture Book technique

Introduction
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With the lllustrated Dictionary or Picture Book bexque, you learn vocabulary
looking at pictures in a book while reading or egthe corresponding words in
target languag

Objectives
* To gain a large amount of comprehension vocabujargkly

« To associate the new vocabulary directly with tloeypes, without translatic

Guidelines
« Work in one semantic domain at a til
« Go slowly enough to learn all of the items befor@ving on to another doma

« Be aware of morphophonemic changes that may odepending on the location f
the word within the sentence. To see if such chawogeur, try getting the word ir 1
different contex

* Record your session for repeated rev
« Suggested material
- An illustrated picture dictionary such as Laroulisestre or Duden's (publishe ;)

- A children's book with culturally suitable picturekcertain semantic doma
such as farm animals, tools, or transport:

- A scrapbook made by cutting pictures from maga:

Steps
Before your sessit
1. Find an illustrated picture dictionary or othertable book

2. Select a page or section. If it is not writterthe language you want to learn cover up
the gloss

3. Decide whether you will record the session, arsbifet the tape recorder re¢
During your sessic

4. Let the language associate (LA) look at the pict

During your sessic

5. Ask the LA to name the words for you or to put th@ma simple sentence, such ;,
"This is a
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After your sessic

6. If you have recorded your session, listen to tleenging and associate what you | ear
with the pictures in the boc

See also

« Keywords:comprehensic, comprehension vocabuli, dictionarie:, pictures an
picture book, techniques for language learn

Example: The lllustrated Dictionary or Picture Book technique

Steps
Follow these steps to use the lllustrated DictigrmarPicture Book techniqt
1. You select a page from a book that has picturesbus kinds of farm anima
2. You cover up the other language gloss (if themis)

3. You decide you want to record the session so yoyae tape recorder and te
ready

4. You let the LA view the picture

5. You record the LA giving the names of each itenputting them in a simp
sentence, such as, "Thisis a

6. You listen to the tape while looking at the pictu

The Photo Book technique

Introduction

With the Photo Book technique, you take photos selfiior collect photos from otF
sources, to use to acquire vocabulary and gramataticicture:

See The use of a book of photos in initial comprehensearning

Objectives
« To provide a recognition vocabulary from the folsly of language learni

« To provide language learning that involves real samication: receiving messac S,
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processing messages, and responding to messagesf(aenverbally

To provide visual teaching or learning aids to atsearious stages of langui
learning that builds on what has been already &=

Guidelines

See also

Take at least 50—100 photos, if it is culturalhpeopriate to do so (see guidelir |
The Look and Listen techniqu).

Take photos that contain one or more people as of@racters, who are, in m
cases, involved with either another person, or wittonhuman object (which sets the
stage for simple transitive sentenc

Arrange the photos in a bo:

Collect one type of information about the photothveiach pass through the book , for
instance, identifying humans (man, men, woman, wyrhey, girl, and so fortr
identifying objects, simple transitive sentencesranerbs, existential sentent

more nouns, locations, instruments, agreement caésy tense/aspect; constitu¢  ts
of noun phrases, negation, questions, commandslitypdoice, coordination ai
related phenomena, other NP characteristics, and rales. SeBrewster an

Brewster 176.

Check to see if the LA has difficulty in interpiregi photos, which is true in so
monolingual situations. Line drawings might worktbeas an alternativ

Use the photo book as a conversation starterydterinitial run throughs, talkir
about the people in the photos, facts about thplpend the situations involvec
taking the photo

Create a photo book for later stages of languaayaileg by illustrating all steps ir 1
procedure, the major events in the daily cyclerlyezycle, orlife cycle or showing
the major differences in each stage. Or photogragjor cultural happenits in gree
detail, and arrange in logical, spatial, or chrogatal manne

Keywords:comprehensic, comprehension vocabuli, gramma, photographs ar
photo book, techniques for language learn

The Picture Book Plus Recordings technique

Introduction
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With the Picture Book Plus Recordings technique, lpok at pictures and hee
description of them in the target language. Theupés are designed so you
understand the meaning of what is spoken from ¢iméest of the pictur:

Objectives

To learn a large amount of comprehension vocak

To associate the new vocabulary directly with tloéupes, instead of associating 1e
words with translations in your own langu

To enhance listening comprehension s

To hear new vocabulary many times before speakinghich should help yo
pronunciation when you eventually pronounce thed

Guidelines

Purchase a program, sucl The learnable by HarrisWinitz, which consists of

book of drawings with accompanying record (or tafeich materials already hi
the material divided into learnable chunks (cafiedtions). If these are not availe e
or not suitable for the target culture or langua@ei can create your own. StHow

to make your own Picture Book Plus Recordings teghe

Work on a section at a time and repeat each onetwuree time:
Take a break before working on a new section,ast|&5 minute

Aim to understand the words. Do not repeat the word loud, as this will not aid n
understanding and may cause mispronunciation. Depwll the words, or youm
tend to hear them as they are spelled rather treaway they are pronounced. Dct 10
be concerned with reading; understanding the lagguoaust come first. Do not replay
an item that you do not understand, listen to titegeeprogram without rewinding t e
tape recorder. Some words are understood onlyladiag heard a number of tim .
Each word should be programmed into the sectioryrtiares, so that by continu |
study, you can gain understand

Play the program without looking at the picturesriview. Use the tape
background while doing other activities, such ashiuag dishes or riding in the ¢

Variation to deveop reading skills

You can adapt this technique to develop readinigsdly having a written version of t e
script, instead of a recording, to accompany tleupes. It is a good idea to use
recording first, and then the written version.tHis way you are learnii to read whe

you can already understand or
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See also

« Keywords:Picture Book Plus Recordings techni, audio recording,
comprehensic, comprehension vocabuli, contex, pictures and picture boc,
predictability, pronunciatiol, techniques for language learn

The Picture Cues technique

Introduction

With the Picture Cues technique, you have someskga@u questions about a pictt
You answer according to what you see in the pic

Objectives

* To help expand the subject matter of your languegening beyond your immedi: e
physical conte;

« To practice responding simply and naturally to ¢joes

Steps
Before your sessit
1. Select pictures, drawings, or photos you want &
2. Decide whether you want to record the sessionjfest get the tape recorder ree ly.
During your sessic

3. Give the pictures to the language associate (LAg,l@ve him or her ma
statements or ask questions about tr

Have the LA scramble the pictures so you canndtipréhe orde
4. Respond briefly, when appropriate, with true-falsswers, short words, or phra: s.

5. If you choose to record, have the LA ask questadbut the pictures (without yc
response) while you recor

After recording is complete, ask questions aboytatabulary you are unsure
Replay the tape to find the words in questiongifessar

After your sessic

6. Practice with the tape and keep the pictures irséimee order that the LA used w 3n
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asking the questior

You may answer orally or write the answers to thestjons

See also

« Keywords:audio recordin¢, comprehensic, photographs and photo bo, picture:
and picture bool, techniques for language learn, vocabular

Example: The Picture Cues technique

Steps
Follow these steps to use the Picture Cues techl
1. You select pictures of a market sct
2. You decide to get your tape recorder and tape r

3. You give the pictures of the market scene to theabd ask him or her to me
statements or ask questions about tl

Have the LA scramble the pictures so you canndtipréhe orde

4. You respond briefly, when appropriate, using traksd answers, short words
phrase:

5. You record the LA asking questions about each potithout your respons

After recording is complete, you ask questions alouabulary items you do r
understant

You replay the tape to find the words in questishen the LA does not remem
exactly what he sai

6. You practice with the tape and keep the picturgbénsame order that the LAu: |
when asking the questio

You may answer orally or write the answers to thesgjons

The Picture Descriptions technique

Introduction

With the Picture Descriptions technique, you asklémguage associate (LA) to desc ibe
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pictures you have chosen and you record the désecripfor later practice

Objectives
« To acquir
- descriptive worc
- identification and descriptive senten
- present tense verbs (if the pictures contain pedqieg things), ar
- paragraph structur

« To increase comprehension skills of large amouhtanguage within controllab
limits and with visual clues of the mean

Guidelines

« Choose pictures that have vocabulary you wantaim

Steps
Follow these steps to use the Picture Descriptiectsnique
Before your sessit
1. Decide what type of pictures you want to look
2. Look for appropriate pictures in magazines or booksake photo
3. Get your tape recorder and tape re
During your sessic
4. Ask the LA to describe the picture

Record the descriptions to listen to later, bub @lay attention to the LA whi
recording

5. Ask questions to clarify things you do not undeardt
After your sessic

6. Listen to the tapes while looking at the pictu@sdinforce what you have learn

Variation to deveop reading skills

You can adapt this technique to develop readinigsdly having a written description of
the pictures instead of a recordil
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See also

« Keywords:audio recordin¢, comprehensible inp, comprehensic, description,
identificatior, pictures and picture boc, techniques for language learn, tense,
verbs, vocabular

Example: The Picture Descriptions technique

Steps
Follow these steps to use the Picture Descriptiecisnique
1. You decide to look for pictures that have to dawfarming

2. You find magazine or book pictures, or photos yauehtaken of locals doil
farming

3. You get your tape recorder and tape ready for ¢issign

4. You ask the LA to describe the pictures. Recoeddiscriptions for later, but a
pay attention to the LA while recordi

5. You ask questions when you do not understand vilgat A mean:

6. You listen to the tapes while looking at the farghpictures to reinforce what y
have learne:

The Dialogue Strip technique

Introduction

With the Dialogue Strip technique, you learn bdanguage functions by looking
cartoon strips illustrating a short dialogue exgemwhile hearing the corresponc
dialogue in the target langua

Objectives
« To understand what people typically say in everyglagountet

« To associate the dialogue directly with the pictureithout translatic

Guidelines

« If you start with cartoon strips you have alreadyveh or with a book such as 1
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Lexicarry containing such strips, your Languageo&sstie (LA) may have trouk
understanding the situation illustrated by thearamt Make sure you both agree n
thesituation the cartoon strip is illustrati

« Be aware that there may be several dialogue vanstihat could be illustrated by he
same picture.

« Record your session for repeated rev
¢ Suggested material
- The lexicarr
- Cartoon strips you make yourself by drawing pict
- Sequences of photographs that illustrate a dialegukang

- Strips made by cutting pictures from magaz

Steps
Before your sessit
1. Purchase or make a cartoon strip illustrating atstialogue exchanc
2. Decide whether you will record the session, arsbifet the tape recorder re¢
During your sessic

3. Explain to the language associate (LA) the situmatiee cartoon strip is intendec
illustrate

4. Ask the LA to take the part of each of the merhm ¢éncounter and record
dialogue exchang

After your sessic
5. If you have recorded your session, listen to tlvending and associate what you | sar
with the dialogue stri|
See also

« Keywords:audio recording, communicative functior, comprehensic, Dialogue
technique, pictures and picture boc, techniques for language learn, vocabular

Example: lllustrating a greeting exchange
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Steps
Follow these steps to use the Dialogue Strip teghe
Before your sessit

1. You draw a cartoon strip illustrating a greetingleange between two men who know
each other, passing on the sti

2. You decide you want to record the session so yoyae tape recorder and te
ready

During your sessic

3. You show the strip to your LA and explain thasitneant to illustrate a greet
exchange between two men who know each other,rqzpesithe stree

Note: Your LA may ask you questions about the age oftlea, the time of day
other factors about their relationship that migf¢a what is saic

4. You record the LA greeting an acquaintance on tieesand responding to 1
greeting

After your sessic

5. You listen to the tape while looking at the cartcbmp.

The Physical Response techniques

Introduction

With the Physical Response techniques, you pramggonding to commands spoke in
the target languag

Objectives

« To make mental associations between forms and mgs

To build comprehension vocabulary quic

To build listening comprehension skills withoutdrference from trying to spe

To avoid translating from your own language totdmget languag

To begin to assimilate basic sentence and sourelrps

Guidelines
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Plan your session thoroughly in advance. This noethidl not be successful if y«
just try to make it up as you go alo

« Demonstrate this technique to the language asssdibAs) so they understand u
are trying to listen and respond appropriatelyachecommani

« Try to associate each command with the appropaietien without translating in
your own languag

« Have the LA repeat the commands many times in ranol@er so you get lots
practice. It is important to repeat things oftenwyh to learn them we

« Respond as quickly as possible, so the responsenascnaturally connected to 2
commanc

* Record your session with the LA so you can listethe tape later and practicey ir
responses. Keep reviewing previous les¢

Things to do
+ Use the Listen and Do technic
See The Listen and Do techniq
« Use the Following Spoken Directions techn
See The Following Spoken Directions technit
« Use Techniques for Introducing and Expanding Mal

See Introducing and Expanding Mater

See also

« Keywords:TPR (Total Physical Respon, action associatic, command,
comprehensic, techniques for language learn, vocabular

The Listen and Do technique

Introduction

The Listen and Do technique is the principal tegbaiin the Physical Response gr¢ 0.
All the other techniques are based on it. Theaive of the technique is to help )
associate sound and meaning directly, without tadins into another langua, and t
reinforce the meaning by physical action or resps
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Steps
Before your sessit
1. Choose a situation where commands would be givenythu are likely to us

2. List in your own language five or more differenhomands that might be usefu
the situatior

3. Gather any props or materials you need for thdse
During your sessic

4. Communicate to the LA how to do the exercise andtwbmmands in the tari
language you want to lea

Tip: Demonstrate the technique by giving commands gli§imor another langua e
to a learning partner, so the LA can see what yean

5. Record the LA giving the commands while you camy the appropriate actic

6. Have the LA give the commands repeatedly and rahdontil you can respor
quickly without thinking in your first language. Ewurage the LA to correct a
wrong response

7. Write down the commands at the end of the sesEiymuiwant tc
After your sessic
8. Listen to the recording of the commar

« Perform the actions as you listen, or make simpgvohgs that illustrate ti
actions

« Listen to the recording again and focus on the ymoiation

« Practice mimicking the commands on the recordingmyou feel ready (tF
may not be for several weeks). Look at the picturperform the action
associate the meaning with the soi

Variation

G. ThomsonKick-Starting Your Language Learni) suggests a way to do TPR us |
two language learners, which works even with LA®whve little or no educatior
background. The first language learner faces thedphl the second gets behind the - rst,
in view of the LA, but not of the first learner. Thecond learner then does things, d
the LA instructs the first learner to do whateversees the second learner do

See also
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« Keywords:command, comprehensic, techniques for language learn

Example: How to use the Listen and Do technique

Steps
Follow these steps to use the Listen and Do teciex
1. You choose to learn commands for how to use a
2. You list the following commands in Engli

* Pick up the bool

Put down the boo

Open the boo

Close the boo
* Read the boo
3. You prepare for your session by gathe
« a book for the demonstrati
« cards or slips of paper, €
« your tape recorde

4. You communicate to the LA how to do the exercise @@ commands you want
learn

With a learning partner you demonstrate severalncands in English for the LA, s
follows:

« One of you gives a commal

« The other person carries out the comm
Example

« One of you says, "Pick up the boc

« The other person picks up the book. You repeatiémeonstration until the L
understand

5. You record the LA giving each of the commands wkida do the appropriate actiiin.
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6. The LA gives the commands repeatedly and randomlyoa respond by performi 3
the appropriate actions with the bc

You encourage the LA to correct you when your respds incorrec
7. You write down the commands at the end of the sa:
8. You listen to the tap

* You perform the commands as you hear the LA gieenttl

- open the boc

- close the boc

- read the boc

- pick up the boao

- put down the boc

* You listen to the recording, paying attention te gronunciation of ea
commanc

« You practice mimicking the tape when you feel re@tis may not be for seve al
weeks)

The Following Spoken Directions technique

Introduction

With the Following Spoken Directions technique, yollow a series of spoken |
recorded) directions. Evaluation is based on haset the directions are followed
how many points out of a series are accomplic

Objectives
* To take advantage of a limited amount of natupaksl
- to help you improve your listening comprehensiottitgl

- to actually perform the task being descri

Guidelines
Learner
« Use this technique in a simplified form as a begn

« Alter this technique for intermediate or advancedss by increasing the difficulty of
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the directions to be followed, or by increasing tinenber of steps to be perfornm
Teachel

« Pace the flow of speech of the directions to & $tage of language learn
achievec

« Use arecorded set of directions for the same éeandifferent stages of langu
learning as an evaluation of progr

Steps
Follow these steps to use the Following Spokendiimas techniqu
During your sessic
1. Complete a set of oral directions given to youhmylanguage associate (L
2. Have the LA check your work to see how well youdaled directions
3. Have the LA record another set of directions felh@me practict
After your sessic
4. Follow the set of recorded directions for at-homecpice
Check the results during your next ses:

Variations

One variation of this technique is to do it witho#lrer language learner. For example sit

back-to-back while listening to instructions giv@enthe LA. An appropriate activi
might be to use blocks or rods to build a houséerAfou are done, you thcompar:
results with each othe

See also

« Keywords:comprehensic, directions, techniques for language learn

Example: Following Spoken Directions

Steps
Follow these steps to use the Following Spokendiioas techniqus
1. You complete the following set of directions asegivo you by the L/

a. Take a piece of notebook paper and place it intfodgou, with the long sic
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positioned horizontall
b. In the middle of the page, draw a circle aboutioch in diamete

c. On top of this circle and touching it, draw anotbiecle, just a little smaller
size

d. On top of these circles, draw another circle astmaller than the second one. ™ his
is the beginning of a snowm:

e. Make a face on the top circle by drawing eyes,senand a mout
f. Draw a tall hat on the head but do not cover te

g. Draw two arms that look as if they were made outwaf sticks

h. Write your name on the back of the pa

i. Give your paper to the L.

2. You have the LA check your work to see how well yollowed directions i
drawing a showma

3. You have the LA record a set of directions on howltaw and color various sha s
(triangle, square, circle, or rectang

4. You follow the recorded directions dealing with pbs

You check your work during the next session tols®e closely you followe
directions

Introducing and Expanding Material

Introduction

Many beginning techniques can be adapted in atyasfavays to expand the learn
experience. Ramiro Garcia has developed and testieg of these variations using T tal
Physical Response (TPR) in the classroom over ryaans Garcia 198). Som

variaions have to do with the way new items are intreduto the language lear!
(calledintroductory technique by Garcia). Others refer to the way previouslyadtice:
material is combined and expanded for the langleageer, to promote grea
comprehesion (callecworking technique by Garcia). Along with TPR, the variatic
given here can be implemented for many ofLook and Listen techniqu.

Objectives

« To aid in vocabulary acquisiti

LinguaLinks® Library Version 5.0 © 2002 SIL International



« To distinguish between several items or ac

« To transfer previously-learned concepts to nevasibi:s

« To recognize and respond to previously learned mahtghen it is combined wi

newly introduced materi

Guidelines

« Follow the natural progression of these technigfres) simpler to more difficul

and move at a manageable p

« Be sure the language associate (LA) understandsyehaare trying to do, what nc w

parameter you are introducing to previously leanmederial, so he or she can ti
carry through with the technique throughout thesieee

« Make sure the LA does not fall into a pattern adpctability by making the "ne

step” obvious. Variety is the key to successfuganding on learned materi

See: Variation of thListen and Do techniq for a suggestion of how two langu:
learners can work together productively. It is &ggllle to the techniques listed here ¢ Iso.

Steps: Introducing New Material techniques

1.

2.

Have the LA speak a command and perform the action.then listen and mimic the
LA's action.

Example: The LA says, "Ted, get up" and standsngijoning for you to do tt
same. The LA then says, "Ted, sit down" and hedsitgn. Ted responds by doing the
same as he observed the LA da

Ask the LA to create a situation so you must chdumte/een two items, one y
already learned, and the other which, by the pmoéslimination, is easi
recognized. Example: The LA shows you two photomfthe photo book. Y
already know the wo for "house" but have not learned the word for itgret. He
points to the photo with the house and says, "iBhashouse," then to the photov h
the barn and says, "This is a barn." You can umaiedsthis even though you hi
never heard the word bere.

Have the LA get three items for you to choose fromly one of which is known

you. If you guess wrong, then you try again. If yuess correctly, a word of prais @ is
given. Example: The LA has a basket with three gembanana, a mango, ai

guéva. You only know the word for banana. The LA sdy&d, take out the mang: ."
If you pick up the guava, he tells you to try agdiityou pick up the mango, he s¢ s,
"Good work, Ted.

4. Ask the LA to introduce a new item following anesdy learned item. He or ¢
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makes it very obvious what to perform by eithertge=s or other cue

Example: The LA says, "Ted, open the door." Thesdys, "Ted, close the doc
using a small hand gesture to hint at the mearfiigecaction neede

Steps: Expanding Material techniques

Follow these steps to use the Introducing and EcipgrMaterial technique f
expanding and combining previously learned mateviti new materia

1.

Ask the LA to recombine already learned vocabui@mys and create different (new)
situations, so you can transfer the concepts tosiations

Example: You already know the commands, "Open twe"dand "Touch the bool '
The LA recombines them as, "Touch the door" andetOine book

Have the LA follow a slow pace in introducing nevaterial. Too much vocabule
too quickly may prove to be counterproductive fetiaming material. Example: ¢
number €

Ask the LA to recombine vocabulary and also expawaderial by placing items
more complicated utterances (or performanc

Example: Looking at the lllustrated Picture Bodie LA shows you a page with farm
animals on it. You already know the names of thfanimals. The LA says, "This is
a pig. The pig is big. The pig is big because he adot of corn husks

As your comprehension vocabulary increases, havd th add function words to t 1e
commands, making them flow more smootf

Example: The LA says, "Ted, point to the door wvilte banana that is in the bask t."

Ask the LA to continue using the previously learmeakterial, making it tt
foundation for more complex constructic

Example: You have already looked at the lllustr&edure Book farm page a

know the basic material (names of animals and thgial activities). Look at tl

book again. The LA says, "This pig is eating thendausks so that one day he will be
big enough to slaughter. Then the pig will be cooked eatgn.

Have the LA use synonyms and equivalents from dggriming. This may soul
confusing, but is not when properly carried

Example: The LA points to the photos and says, ;' T@d is a little house."” "This is a
small chair." "This is a huge barn." "This isaage bed.

Once you have learned several individual commahés, have the LA give seve |
commands in sequence to be performed as a consraahon. This should not
taken to an extreme or you will not be able todwiithrough all the way, as it cot |
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becone an exercise in memorization rather than in cohgmsion

Example: The LA says, "Ted, get up, walk to therdopen it, turn around, hop o' 2r
to the window on one foot, and sit down in the chiaére.

8. The LA should not introduce too many similar iteat®ne time, or it may |
overwhelming to you. Three or four items at a tisiewuch more manageable. Giving
eight or ten related new items might prove vergssful

Example: While looking at the photo book, the LAvels you several different tyf s
of boats. You already know the generic word fortbbat he gives you speci
names for "platform fishing boat,” "dugout cancend "passenger boa

See also

« Keywords:TPR (Total Physical Respon, command, comprehensic, photograph ;
and photo bool, techniques for language learn, variation:

The Predictable Text techniques

Introduction

The Predictable Text techniques are all based ®priemise that intermediate learnei s of
a language can understand simple connected dgesiirthe content of the discourse s is
already known to them, or is predictable, becatiselated knowledg

Things to do

« Use the Bilingual Reading technic
See The Bilingual Reading techniq

« Use the Familiar Stories technic
See The Familiar Stories technig

« Use t he Shared Experiences techr
See The Shared Experiences techni

¢ Use the Dumb-Smart Question techni

See The Dumb-Smart Question techni

See also

« Keywords:discours, techniques for language learn, texi
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The Bilingual Reading technique

Introduction

With the Bilingual Reading technique, you practieading a translated text in the ta jet
language for which you have an equivalent textaarymother tongue. You ta
advantage of familiarity with the content to asgmir reading practice a

comprehnsion in the target language. This technique camslked with translatt

material, such as the Bible, magazines, or fansliaries. This is an independ
technique and does not require a language ass:

Objectives

To improve your recognition of grammar patterns aocabulary iterr
To improve your ability to control verb tense arsgpec
To improve your reading comprehens

To control spelling and suprasegmentals (accent@memarkings

Guidelines

Steps

Use a modern translation of the text, not one warthaic word:s

If you choose the Bible, start with narrative pgesasuch as the Gospels or histo ical
books

Unless you are very familiar with the passage, readyour mother tongue first
get the meaning and then in the target lang

Start with short passages and reread each oneyaathiave full understandir
Read each passage out loud in the target langudegsaonce

Commit yourself to reading daily at a set timedaciplined practict

Before your sessit

1.
2.

Choose a short passage in the target lanc
Have the following items hanc

« The text in your mother tong
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« A target language dictionary (if availak
« A target language grammar book (if availa
A fine-point pen or a highlighter and a note
During your sessic
3. Read the passage silently in the target langt

4. If you found the passage hard to understand omsamy new things, read the passiage
again

5. Check the meaning

« reading the passage in your mother tongue

* using the dictionary for the meaning of words ia target languac
6. Look at these structures in the pass

« Verb form:

« Tense use

« Relation between tenses in the pas

« Grammatical constructio

Identify the tense and aspect of every verb andennakes about these structure  f
you wish

7. Read the passage aloud once or twice and pay kp#eiation to the flow of wor(
and sound

Variations

The Bilingual Reading technique may also be implat@e@ by using recorded texts in the
target language. With this variation, you shoudtieln to the recording of the passage until
you comprehend it easily and it does not sounchgé&@o you

Dictation Exercis

If your printed version of the passage matcheseberded version, play the passage and
write it from dictation. Use the pause control tpskey to give yourself time to wri
Compare your version with the printed passage an@c the errors. Préace writing

any misspelled words several times, or record someeading the passage as a meens of
practicing with the dictation exercis

See also
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« Keywords:comprehensic, discours, narrative discours, techniques for langua
learning, texi

Example: The Bilingual Reading technique

Steps
Follow these steps to use the Bilingual Readingriepie
1. You choose to read John 1:29-34 at your schedirrezldaf 4:00 p.n
2. You have the following items hant
* The text, John 1:29-34, in your mother tor
« A target language dictione
« A target language grammar book (if availa
« A fine-point pen or a highlighter and a note
3. You read John 1:29-34 in the target langu
4. You do not understand one part of the passagewsoepal John 1:29-34 age

5. You read the passage in your mother tongue anthedarget-language dictionary to
check for meaning

6. You look at these structures in John 1:2€
« Verb form:
* Tense use¢
« Relation between tenses in the pas
« Grammatical constructio

You identify the tense and aspect of every verhu ¥Wecide to make notes about these
structures

7. You read John 1:29-34 aloud once or twice and pagial attention to the flow
words and sounc

The Familiar Stories technique
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Introduction

With the Familiar Stories technique, you get theglzage associate (LA) to tell yo
story in the target language that you are famwlih in another language. You listen i nd
record it for further understanding and evalua

Objectives
« To take advantage of your knowledge of the stontext to
- acquire vocabula
- learn grammatical constructic

- acquire a sense of the discourse organiz

Guidelines

« Tryto find out if the target language has famibtories. Many Western langua
have versions of Goldilocks and the Three Beansd€rella, or Little Red Ridir
Hood. Even non-Western languages have some farsibaes (acquired in thise 2
of international communicatiol

* Do not try to translate word-for-word when listegito a familiar story; try to follo
the gist of the stor

Steps
Before your sessit
1. Get your tape recorder and tape re
During your sessic
2. Have the LA tell a story in the target languagé thdamiliar to you
3. Record the stor
After your sessic
4. Listen to the tape and try to follow the gist of tory
5. Listen to the tape repeatedly to become familidh
« vocabulary
« grammatical constructions, &

« some of the discourse organizat
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Variation
The Familiar Stories technique may be used witifdlhewing variations

1. You may listen to the news on the radio or TWoar mother tongue, then listen t it
in the target language. If possible, record thgellanguage version and practice wit  it.

2. If you find a book with a familiar story in ¥pu can record the LA reading it. Ol
you have read the print version, try reading alehge you listen to the recording. |
not worry if you cannot follow every word. If thei®a translation of theible in the
target language, you can use it for some famit@anes. SeeThe Bilingual Readin
techniqu.

3. You can use this technique with two or more et learners. You might tell a st ry
to the LA with a second language learner presenkmowing what story is being to

You could use a fairy tale from your culture ott@rg familiar to the other nguag

learner (from the Bible, an event from historyfrom personal experience). The LA then
tells the story to the second language learndramext sessio

See also

« Keywords:discours, story-telling, techniques for language learn, vocabular

Example: The Familiar Stories technique

Steps
Follow these steps to use the Familiar Storiesnigcie
1. You get your tape recorder and tape re
2. You get the LA to tell the story of Cinderella mettarget languac
3. You record Cinderell
4. You listen to the tape and try to follow the gistinderella
5

. You listen to the tape repeatedly, making noteevi mocabulary items, grammati al
constructions, and a sense of the discourse or@jzom

The Shared Experiences technique

Introduction

LinguaLinks® Library Version 5.0 © 2002 SIL International



With the Shared Experiences technique, you liste¢he language associate (I
recounting something that happened when you wegther Adapted from: Greg
ThomsorLanguage learning in the real world for non-begts.

Objectives
« To take advantage of your knowledge of an evehttp you
- understand the reporting of an event more €
- acquire new vocabule

- acquire new grammatical structt

Guidelines

« Pay attention to things happening during the agtia ask the LA about lat
(possibly take note:

Steps
Before your sessit
1. Think of an event or activity you can do with tha.
During your sessic
2. Go with the LA and do whatever you have decide:
3. Take notes to give yourseliscript for what happene

4. Ask the LA to describe what you did together, aspiéaking to a third person. Record
what is said and add it to yoAudio Archive.

After your sessic

5. Listen to the tape and see if you can follow whatltA said

6. Make a note of things you do not understand talask A about late
Variation

The Shared Experiences technique can be useddiicprgour own storytelling. You c an
turn it into a more sophisticated version of Record and Compare techni.. After

your shared experience, try telling the story fifdten ask the LA to tell hior he

version of it. Listen to both versions and notediferences

See also

« Keywords:discours, reporting, techniques for language learn, texi, vocabular
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Example: The Shared Experiences technique

Steps
Follow these steps to use the Shared Experienciesitgie
1. You decide to go to the market with the
2. You go with the LA to the mark
3. You make notes of the 'events' during your vistihe marke
4

. You ask the LA to describe what you did togethsrif apeaking to a third pers:
You record the description and add it to your Audlighive.

o

You listen to the tape and try to follow what th& &aid

6. You make note of things you do not understand érétording to ask the LA abc 1t
later

The Dumb-Smart Question technique

Introduction

With the Dumb-Smart Question technique, you ask afl people the same questiol n
the target language. This needs to be a questiomlyeady know the answer to. T
permits you to focus on listening to their somewgradictable response

Adapted from: Gradin 199.

Objectives
« To improve listening comprehension sk
« To build confidence as you discover you can undacstvhat people s
« To learn new vocabulary and new informa
« To increase your contact time with pec

« To show yourself to be a friendly, interested pa

Guidelines

« Use this technique after you have acquired somie kasabulary and feel confide it
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about asking questiot

« Take advantage of the structured nature of thisnigcie to enjoy interacting wi
people in a nonthreatening w

« Select carefully the questions you ask. If peopkns reluctant to answer you mi it
be asking a culturally inappropriate question aygde might be confused about v 1y
you are asking a question with such an obvious ar

« Focus on listening. Try to notice how people sth&r answers, because you ust illy
already know what they are going to say. Look fgligtic factors of speec

« When possible, record the answers. Prepare yoardecahead of tim

« File your written versions of the answers and @bltbe recorded answers on tap to
become part of yotAudio Archive .

Steps
Before your sessit
1. Select a topic you already know something al
2. Think of a question on this topic that everyonemignswer the same w
During your sessic

3. Find out from the language associate (LA) how toths question in the targ
language

4. Record the question for practice la

5. Ask the LA the question in the target langu

6. Record the LA's answi

7. Write the answer if that helps yc

8. Try to understand the answer, working from yourwlaalge of the topic
Ask the LA to restate or paraphrase parts you danderstant

9. If necessary, get help to clarify or translate véoydu do not understat
Tip: It is best to try to understand directly frahe target languag

After your sessic

10. Listen repeatedly to the recording of the LA's amisuntil you can understand i
normal speei
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11. Repeat the question until you can say it easilyaairately

12 Go out and ask several people the same questistenLior familiar vocabulary a |
try to get the main idea of their answ

See also

« Keywords:comprehensic, interviewing, paraphras, techniques for langua
learning, vocabular

Example: The Dumb-Smart Question technique

Steps
Follow these steps to use the Dumb-Smart Questidmique

1. You decide you want to learn how to ask for diratsi to the bus station since "
have been there several times and know the

2. You decide on the question, "How do | get to the biation?

3. You ask your LA how to ask in the target languagmw do | get to the bus station?"
4.You record the LA's question for practice le

5.You ask the LA, "How do | get to the bus static

6. You record the LA's answ

7.You write the answer if that helps y

8. You try to understand the answer, working from ykmowledge of the topic. Y
ask the LA to restate or paraphrase parts you tanmaerstan:

9. You clarify words that you do not underste

10. You listen repeatedly to the recording of the LA‘'swer until you can understan it
at normal spee

11.You repeat the question until you can say it easily accuratel

12.You go out and ask several people how to get tdtisestation. Listen for famili
vocabulary and try to get the main idea of thesvegrs

The Culture Exploration techniques
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Introduction

The Culture Exploration techniques help you in\gzd areas of culture you nee
understand in order to communicate effectivelyoorynew language. Remember
communication takes place within a cultural framegiwand that the more you kn
abott the culture of the speech community, the betverwill know what is going o

Things to do

See also

Use the Interview techniqt

See The Interview techniqu

Use the Discovering Categories techn
See The Discovering Categories techni
Use the Kinship Analysis technic

See The Kinship Analysis techniq

Use the Participant Observation techn
See The Participant Observation techni
Use the Script Analysis technic

See The Script Analysis techniq

Keywords:techniques for language learn

at

The Interview techniques

Introduction

With the Interview techniques, you go out into doenmunity and interview people
find out more about different groups community #mellife of individuals in i

Things to do

Use the Ethnographic Interview techni
See The Ethnographic Interview technic

Use the Life History Interview technig
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See The Life History Interview techniq

See also

« Keywords:interviewing, techniques for language learn

The Ethnographic Interview technique

Introduction

With the Ethnographic Interview technique, you gakstions of members of a cult
(or subculture) in their own language in orderdarh about the culture. This technigLe is
used for anthropology studies, but may also be tmddnguage learning pLoses. For a
full description, sei Spradley 197.

Objectives
« To understand certain aspects of another cultora theinsider's point of view
 To build vocabular

« To discover how insiders categorize objects, pe@wid actior

Guidelines

« Develop rapport with the language associate (LA) wish to interview by makir
repeated explanations when something is uncleaedigting what the LA says
clarify meaning, and by asking for usage of termd @bjects rather than "definition.”

« Elicit information by asking descriptive questionsnalyze the information give
during the ethnographic interview and categorizmseused by the langue
associate

See The Discovering Categories techni

See also

« Keywords:elicitatior, ethnographic interviewir, interviewing, techniques fc
language learnir

The Life History Interview technique

Introduction
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With the Life History Interview technique, you mawgth an older person on a regt
basis to learn about local history and the recast.(his is a technique related to
Ethnographic Interview technig.

Objectives

Steps

« To have contact with elderly peo

« To have the opportunity to learn a little of thedbhistory which might give insig

into why things are the way they are r
To leart
- what is important history for these pec

- how they measure tir

storytelling feature

discourse featur

Find an elderly person who is willing to spend sal/Bours with you over a period of
several weeks. Explain that you would like to leabout their life and some of 1
things that happened local

. Spend your first meeting on socializing, not onibeng the work. You might al

try to find out if the person has some things heler would like to talk abol

. Set up atime to go back and begin your historykv

Meet at a suitable location, in the elderly perstwome, a park, or wherever you an
have time together (without a lot of interrupti@ransertions by other:

Use your judgment about whether or not to recortke written notes during t
session. If not, write up your findings immediatafferward

Spend one to two hours with the elderly persong lemough to get work done,
not so long that it gets tirir

Note various storytelling features which were pnésand also note discou
features

. Try to make a life history timeline, marking date® events of import, bc

historical and personal to the elderly person. ¢éokiow the person's life interwea res
with historical events, what the person perceiedset important events, and how time
IS measure:
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7.

See also

Share what you did with the elderly persons. Theghitrenjoy having a copy anc
may also stir up some other interesting memc

« Keywords:discours, interviewing, social visiting, techniques for language learn g

Example: The Life History Interview technique

Steps

Follow these steps to use the Life History Intewtechnique

1.

You decide to ask the 83 year old grandfather af yoend if he would be willing 1)
visit with you and share some of his life and higtéle says yes and you tell him you
would like to meet with him several times at hisieenience

You ask the man if there are certain stories helavike to tell you. He says that 2
will think about it

You agree to come back tomorrow at 10

You decide together to sit on his porch during yasit. You ask if it is okay for yc 1
to record his stories and he is agreeable. Yowougfeyour tape recorder and set it p.
You test it to make sure that it will pick up higiee outside

You ask him if there are any stories or events liegparticularly remembers
important to himself or his family, giving him frdem to talk as he wants to. Y
prompt or insert questions only when needed. Henbdg drag a little after 1 1
hours so you suggest that you will continue next weel.dgree:

You spend time listening to the tape and writing $kories in your ethnograp
notebook. You notice the storytelling style andccdig'se feature

After several sessions, you construct a timelingrking historical events of note ¢ nd
personal events in the life of the grandfather. ¥iote his concept of importe
events and how he measures t

After you have completed your paper or historigakline, you share a copy of w at
you have done with hir

The Discovering Categories technique
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Introduction

With the Discovering Categories technique, youitehords in varioudomain: of
cultural information and try to analyze tsemantic categori mother-tongue speak
use to organize relationships between words. Couslyi or unconsciously, eve
languige learner must continue to discover and use tiegoaes unique to the tar
language. This technique is an anthropologicalaresetool, but may also be used a
language learning toc

Also known as Domain analysis, taxonomic analysis. Adapted frSpradley 197

Objectives
« To understand thsociolinguistic framewot of the target cultui
« To know how the vocabulary items relate to eacler

« To begin to think in the categories recognized &tyve speake

Guidelines

« Use the material you gather in an ethnographicvregw as a starting place
discovering categorie

* Look for the names of thing

« See if any items seem to be grouped togethereyf ielong to the same ove
grouping

« Use these items as jumping-off places to explotedascover categorie
See also

« Keywords:analysi, semantic catego, sociolinguistic framewol, techniques fc
language learnir

The Kinship Analysis technique

Introduction

With the Kinship Analysis technique, you study #teicture of the kinship system ¢ |
discover how it is organized. Comprehending timeskip of a culture and understancing
how it affects life is an ongoing project. Somelwd aspects of kinship yoeed to stucy
are
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« kinship terms referring to specific relationsh
« the types of relationships that are allowed betwtbere various kin, a

« acceptable and taboo relationships of intin

Objectives
* To discover how members of the culture refer te anothe

« To discover what these references infer and assuthm the parameters
relationshij

Guidelines
« Pay attention to the terms that people use in agsatien and in reference to othi .

« Begin with one person when you do an in-depth stadgh as a kinship chart. Wi "k
with that person extensively, learning as muchassible, before you go on
another perso

« Look for similarities in the relationships of siauily related persons to see what ‘e
the acceptable and unacceptable ways of relatixgmigle: Do they have a joki
relationship, a superiority relationship, or a sdewel relationship

« Write down all of your observations and insightdisat you have a point of refereiice
as you do further study. Take these insights asthgses, not as defin
understandings, so you can make changes as yon@aiand more speci
information

See also

« Keywords:analysi, kinship systerr, techniques for language learn

The Participant Observation technique

Introduction

With the Participant Observation technique, yourlesbout a culture by participating n
activities and observing them. It is important&velop your observation skills sot t
you make a habit of active observat

Objectives

« To identify important social situations in the cu#
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« To find out the rules for interaction in these sbsituations, including the scri
people are likely to follo

e To learn new vocabulg

« To discover the way people in the culture categocancepts and experien

Guidelines

« Pay explicit attention to what is going on and ma&te of as many details
possible to record latt

« Maintain an insider/outsider perspective. This nsghat, in part, you
experiencing whatever is going on subjectively aaicipant. However, anott
part of you is looking at it objectively, as an ebser

« Keep records of both your objective observatiors subjective feeling

Sources

SeeSpradley, Jami (1980) for detailed information on how to do papgan
observatior

See also

« Keywords:culture learnin, participant observati¢, social situatio, techniques fc
language learnir

The Script Analysis technique

Introduction

With the Script Analysis technique you observewlag people interact in predicta
social situations and note the important featufesaohscrip!.

Objectives
« to identify social situations for which there aregtictable script

« to learn how people typically act in these sitiasi and what they say, so that
can learn to do things the "right we

Guidelines

* You need to observe people interacting quite atfiees to identify situations f
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Steps

See also

a M W NP

o

7.

which there are predictable scri|

The easiest kind of script to identify is one ocwy in a particular place, such as n a
restaurant, church, or sh

ldentify a commorcommunication situatic

Describe the setting of the communication situa

Describe the participants in the communicationagibn and the role each is taki g.
Describe the main purpose of the communicatioragan

Describe the act sequence that makes up the socpiding the kinds of thin
people typically sa

Describe the rules of interaction you notice theipi@ants observini

Describe what you have to know in order to undestahat is going o

« Keywords:communication situatiol, scripts, techniques for language learn

Example: How to use the Script Analysis technique

Steps

Follow these steps to use the Script Analysis tieghe

1.
2.
3.

You identifyGoing to a restauralas a common communication situa
You describe the restaurant as a moderate-pritebwsin restaurant in Dalle

You identify yourself and your friend icustomer, and also identify hostes and
waiter as the roles of two other participa

You describe the main purpose of the communicaitwation as ordering a me

You note that the hostess usually asks "How marypur party?" , and th
"Smoking or non-smoking?" and then picks up therapriate number of menus ¢ nd
says "Please follow me." (and so

You describe the fact that parties will be seatethe order they arrive at 1
restaurant, unless they have phoned ahead forveatgars, in which case they may be
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7.

seated ahead of a party with no reservations (arsh}

You describe the fact that meals on lunch menuallysare smaller than meals on the

dinner menu and will also usually cost less (op

The Discourse Practice techniques

Introduction

You can use the Discourse Practice techniquesta te understand and fo
appropriate discourses of different kinds. As yse these techniques, pay attentic

the structure of the different kinds of discourges heal

Things to do

See also

use the Cloze techniq

See The Cloze techniqt

Use the Dialogue techniqt

See The Dialogue techniqu
Use the Series technic

See The Series techniq

Use the Text Portfolio techniq
See The Text Portfolio techniqt
Use the Text Analysis technic
See The Text Analysis techniq
Use the Write and Rewrite technic

See The Write and Rewrite techniq

Keywords:techniques for language learn

The Cloze technique
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Introduction

With the Cloze technique, you take a text with g\saventh word blanked out, wi
appropriate words in the blanks, then ask a langaagociate (LA) to check yc
answers. This is a technique used widely for ldgurposes, but it is also helpfu
language learning efforts (see Literacy ModCloze Procedu, for a complet
description)

Objectives

« To develop your ability to use context to infer theaning of words you do not kn »w
within a tex

« To understand why some words are incorrect ancpnagypiate as you discuss Y
answers with an L

« To see the natural flow of text in the target |aaugy

« To improve your reading fluen

Variation

A variation of the Cloze technique is the Specadifloze technique. For this activ
you ask someone to blank out all the words of &iqudar grammatical form in a text (for
example, all articles or prepositions), then ydiurfithe blanks. You &k a good writer ¢ f
the language (or an LA) to check your answers ¢oifséney are correc

The Specialized Cloze technique will help you gatnuracy in the use of a partict
grammatical form, and see how the form is usedatnal texi

See also

« Keywords:accurac, inferency, techniques for language learn

The Dialogue techniques

Introduction

The Dialogue techniques involve acting communication situatiol. In som
techniques, two language associates (LA) act eutlilogue situation while y:
observe. Other techniques involve one LA, who msiliar with the communicatic
situation, and ou, the language learner, involved in two rolea dfalogue

There is a natural progression with these Dialdgabniques. The ones used initi
involve the language learner as an observer oné/$imulations and Dialog
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Variations techniques). Techniques which involve ldnguage learner as a |
participant are reserved for later, after some progrespealang ability is made (Reve 'se
Role-Play and Role-Play

Objectives
« To familiarize yourself with both roles involved andialogue situatic

« To gain confidence in the role you will most likgllay in a real-life communicatic 1
situatior

« To understand what a mother-tongue speaker mighwkan playing a given role in a
communication situatic

Guidelines
« Choose only situations in which you have alreadseobed the involvement of loce Is.
« Choose only situations that you are likely to useeil-life communicatio

« Use these techniques only after you are past StagéheGuidelines for a langua 2
and culture learning progre, so you can perform your role without a writtenifsc

« Use these techniques to learn acceptable skitlseimrea of social interacti
Examples

- How to make excuses (to graciously decline an atwh for a day at the bee
and supply a valid reason for not accept

- How to recognize intent (to understand the redlai behind the statement ¢ a
woman in the doctor's office saying, "Pneumoniat'shall | need.’

- How to express politeness or annoyance (to apadgithe hostess for spilling a
glass of drink, then breaking the glass while myto set it arigh

Things to do
« Use the Simulations technic
See The Simulations techniq
« Use the Dialogue Variations techni
See The Dialogue Variations technic
« Use the Reverse Role-Play techni
See The Reverse Role-Play techni

« Use the Role-Play technic
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See The Role-Play techniq

See also

« Keywords:communication situatiol, culture learnin, Dialogue techniqug, language
associate, role-playing, techniques for language learn

The Simulations technique

Introduction

With the Simulations technique, you get two or mlargguage associates (LAs) to act out
a common communication situation. Example: Buyiognsthing at the market
greeting and chatting with a friend you meet wheu gre out for a wal

Objectives

« To get more authentic real-life interaction thyou just ask one LA to write
record a dialogue for y

Guidelines

« Let the LAs practice before you start recordingeilgbody needs a rehearsal. S' 1e
LAs find it easier than others to play a role, jlilst some of yot

+ Record real life encounters as a "natural” altévaabd Simulation:

See The Audio Archive techniqu for guidelines and warnin

Steps
Before your sessit
1. Decide whacommunication situatic you want to learn aboi
During your sessic
2. Explain the communication situation to the LAs as#ét each of them to take ar 2.
3. After they are happy with the simulation, recot
4. Play the recording for them and ask if they aresBatl with it.
5

. Ask about anything you did not understand. You magk one LA to listen to tl
tape and write down the dialogue for you, or traibscit yourself. (This is a lot easier
if you are already familiar with much of the vocédoy.)
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After your sessic

6
7

. Listen to the tapes again. Note the events thaerapkhe scrip

. After you are comfortable with this information,wyare ready foReverse Role-Pli.y

Variation

The Simulations technique may also be done witlde@ovrecorder. You should rec
the simulation and then note nonverbal interacstytes

See also

« Keywords:communication situatiol, interactional skill, role-playing, techniques fcr
language learnir, videc

Example: The Simulations technique

Steps

Follow these steps to use the Simulations techr

1.

You decide you want to have the LAs act out a diaéoof buying oranges at-
market

You explain to the LAs that you want them to adt @buying scene at the marl
Ask one to be the buyer and the other to be ther:

You let them practice until they are happy with siraulation, then record
You play the recording for them and ask if they sasfied with it

You ask about some words you did not understand.ask one LA to listen to t
tape and help you transcribe

You listen to the tapes again and you note thetewbat make up the script, sucl as
a. Greeting

b. Buyer indicates interest in orani

c. Buyer asks about the price, color, and size of gt

d. Bartering occul

e. Seller answers and points out good qualities obthege

f. Buyer asks for 8 orang
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g. Seller tells buyer the total price is &
h. Buyer pay
i. Buyer and seller take lee

7. You are ready to use Reverse Role-Play with ydiarmmation from the tap

The Dialogue Variations technique

Introduction

With the Dialogue Variations technique, you recandumber of versions of dialogue: in
similar situations, but with varying the age, sbstatus, or gender of the speakers. ou
notice the things that change with different speskand the kinds of thgs that do nc
change

Objectives

« To form a good idea of the sequence of eventsntla&e ugscripts associated wi
differentcommunication situatiol

* To learn some of the variations that can occuhé@sé¢ even

Steps
Before your sessit
1. Decide what communication situation you want tolesgwith possible variatior
During your sessic

2. Have two language associates (LAs) act out a simalaf what they would say or do
in a certain communication situation. Record th@ssion

3. Now ask the LAs to change something about thetsilaGive them time to practize
if they want. When the LAs are ready, record tresion of the dialogu

4. Change something else in the dialogue and receiddbmmunication situatio
After your sessic
5. Listen to the tapes for the following variatiol

* Notice if there are standard phrases or routin@sriomber of versions
connection with a given step in the sci
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See also

* Notice the difference iregiste or other factors with changes in relationshi  f
the participants or the settil

« Keywords:communication situatiol, registe, scripts, techniques for langua

learning, varieties of spee

Example: The Dialogue Variations technique

Steps

Follow these steps to use the Dialogue VariatienBrique

1.
2.

You decide to explore versions of buying somethimg shor.

You have two LAs act out the shop scene; one asdlher and the other as the bu yer.
You record it

You ask them to change the situation to an exatushop and observe whether 2
buyer and seller act differentl

When they are ready, you record this version offiaogue

You change the situation again, so that the LAtepiethat the buyer used to t
regular customer, but has moved away, and is n@k imatown for a visit. Yo
observe what the buyer and seller say and recerddlalogue

You listen to the tapes for the following variatso

* You note the standard phrases and routines in@ewensions in connection w h
each step in a scri

* You note the difference in register when they préti is a very exclusive sh
(the customer is more aloof and the shopkeepepre meserved, yet helpft

* You note that the seller is extremely friendly ahahost ingratiating when t
valued customer returns from an extended abs

The Reverse Role-Play technique

Introduction

With the Reverse Role-Play technique, you act ccommunication situatic with &
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language associate (LA). The LA plays the partg@most likely to play in real life, and
you play the other part. You will probably wantrézord this so you can list to it later.

Adapted from: ThomsoiKick-starting your language learni

Objectives

« To get a model of what to say and how to act inraraunication situation |
observing an LA

Reason The LA takes the part you want to play in real 8teyou are able to le¢ n
the way a native speaker approaches the commumdaisk at han

At the beginning, your fluency and accuracy ingkeondary role is not importe
because what you are interested in is learning Wigat A's role say

Steps
Before your sessit

1. Decide on the communication situation you wantrepice, including the topic,
relevant, and the settir

During your sessic
2. Describe the specific role you want the LA to

3. Describe the specific language activity you willdregaged in. You might specify ¢ ny
factors to include in the communication situatismch as objects, roles, relations ip
between actor

4. Take the other role in the interacti
5. Tape the interactio
After your sessic

6. Listen to the tape afterwards and note the vocapudtructures, and communicat n
strategies used by the L

See also

« Keywords:communication situatiol, communication strategi, fluency,
role-playing, techniques for language learn

Example: The Reverse Role-Play technique
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Steps

Follow these steps to use the Reverse Role Planitpce

1.

2.
3.

You decide to practice the communication situatbhuying fruit at the marke
You describe to the LA that you want him or heplay the role of a buye

You describe that the interaction will involve bogifruit at the market. You spec y
that oranges are to be purcha

You take the part of the fruit vendor in the intdran.
You tape the interactic

You listen to the tape and note the vocabularyctiires, and communicati
strategies used by the L

The Role-Play technique

Introduction

Objective

Steps

With the Role-Play technique, you act o.communication situatic with a languac
associate (LA). You take the role that you wouldsirikely take in real life, and the L \
takes the other rol

Adapted from: ThomsoKick-starting your language learni

To improve communication ski

To gain confidence in the role you will most likéily in a given real life
communication situatic

To discover what a native speaker might say whayimg the other role in
communication situatic

Before your sessit

1. Choose the communication situation you want totpracincluding the topic,

relevant, and the settir

During your sessic
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2. Describe to the LA the specific role you want hinmher to play

3. Describe the specific language activities which wallibe engaged in. You mig
specify certain factors to include in the languaggvity, such as the objects involved,
roles, or relationship between act

4. You take the other role in the interacti
5. Tape the interactio
After your sessic

6. Listen to the tape and note the vocabulary, strasftand communication strate( s
you used

7. Listen to theReverse Role-Play technic tape again and compare what you si n
each role with what the LA sa

Variation

Another variation you can try after both ReversdéeRelay (RRP) and standard Role-Play
(RP) with a particular communication situationtasdo a Dialogue Variation on it. Tl s
time you take your role from the RRP session (aslgg, and make a minor nge tc

the communication situation (for example, buy alsimanch of bananas insteac

oranges

See also

« Keywords:communication situatiol, role-playing, techniques for language learn 1g

Example: The Role-Play technique

Steps
Follow these steps to use the Role-Play techr
1. You decide you want to practice buying fruit at tharket
2. You describe to the LA that you want him or heplay the role of the vend:

3. You describe that the language activity will be steging the price of a kilo
oranges

4. You take the part of the buyer in the interac

5. You tape the interactic
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6. You listen to the tape and note the vocabularyctiires, and communicati
strategies you use

7. You listen to the Reverse Role-Play technique tag@@n and compare what you 1y
in the role of buyer with what the LA says. Themgare what you say in the role of
vendor with what the LA say

The Series technique

Introduction

With the Series technique, you observe and lisiemlanguage associate (LA) perfc 1
and describe the sequence of steps involved imenam everyday activity, such
making a cup of coffee. This technique is partidylaseful in understanding hc
sreakers of the language structure procedural

Adapted from: Francis Gouin, nineteenth cent

Objectives

« To develop the language learning skill of noticaggions and then finding out how to
say ther

« To understand some of the forms (words and affiuesyl in the language to indic ite
actor and time referen

« To learn vocabulary in context by practicing theeseand performing each act

« To learn how everyday activities are carried oth@new cultur

Guidelines
« Categorize some standard procedures to draw updhi$atechnique
- household activitie
- family activities
- hobbie:
- meal-related activitie

- car activitie:

Steps
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Before your sessit

1.
2.

Decide what activity you want the LA to perform fgu.

Gather up all the needed props if your language@ess somewhere other thai
your home (if props will not be readily availab

During your sessic

3.

Have the LA perform a step-by-step demonstratiothefactivity

Have the LA stop after each activity phase andriesthe action. Record the |
describing the actio

Ask the LA about any unclear vocabul:

After your sessic

4.

Listen to the tape and go through the motions whideactivity is describe
Combining physical activity while listening will hegyou learn while you are doi
the motions

Tell the series to someone else when you feel réaaly might start by sayit
something like, “I have been learning about how to . May I tell you wha
have learned? You can tell me if | have it rig

Variations

See also

You can work with two LAs. One LA performs the teajue step-by-step in view f
the other LA, but you do not watch the action. fhstance, you could face f
describing LA, and the performing LA would be behyou. The describing LA ¢i 1
tell what he performing LA is doing. In this way you can tgsur listening
comprehension, because you know what the actwibyt do not see the action. >
check your comprehension, you could then perforntalsk and describe your actiins
for the LAs

You can videotape the LA or another member of thuce doing some everyd
action, or use pictures. For example, the LA cask@mmething or wash sol

clothes. Then show the tape to the LA and get hifmeo to describe each step in e
process

Keywords:.comprehensic, contex, predictability, procedural discour, technique
for language learnir

Greg Thomson's discussion of the series technigKickstarting your languag
learning, Chap 2
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The Text Portfolio technique

Introduction

With the Text Portfolio technique, you collect sealeexamples each of variogenre of
written texts to use as models for the style, vataly, and conventions that go with each
genre

Objectives
« To acquire a feel for the style and look of eaehrg of writing
« To gain an understanding of the way each text iypeganize

* To prepare yourself to start writi

Guidelines

« Collect examples of many different genres of wnittexts from a variety «
sources—anything you can read in the target larg

- business lette
- personal lette
- news storie
- editorials
- short storie
- poem:
- novels
- advertisemen
« Cut out or photocopy short texts from newspapeesgyanines, or book

« Make a summary or book report for long texts. Kéepbibliographical informatic
(author, title, publisher) so you can find the |ldagts agair

« Consider this portfolio of texts the written equesat of your tape audio archive. S 2e:
The Audio Archive techniqt

See also

LinguaLinks® Library Version 5.0 © 2002 SIL International



« Keywords:discours, genr¢, medie, newspape, techniques for language learn, texi

The Text Analysis technique

Introduction

With the Text Analysis technique, you study thectre of written or oral texts a
discover how these texts are organized. Comprehgradid producing a language me ans
understanding how the parts of the language fitttogy as parts of a discour

Objectives
« To discover what makes a text hold together coledy

« To discover how to make important information proerit and less importe
information subordina

* To see patterns which might not be noticeable withext analysi

« To understand the patterns and be able to useitheamversation, storytelling, a 1
other discourse opportunit

Guidelines
« Begin with a short text that you have recordedeartl and written dow
« Work with a language associate (LA) to clarify ajuestionable items of conte

« Read about discourse analysis. A good place tbistaith Analyzing discours
from the Linguistics bookshe

« Analyze several different genre, one at a timepgaizing that different genre r
have different rules for what is accepta

Steps
1. Record a simple story or short spe
2. Listen to the recording and try to write it exadly spokel

Tip:  If you have trouble, listen with an LA, and haventor her clarify any spee h
that is unintelligible to you or words you do netognize. DO NOT analy @
at this point

3. After you transcribe the entire text, listen agan follow along with the written te xt
to look for errors or hole
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Check for sentence breaks. You will need them if ptan to chart the te:

4. Ask the LA about any vocabulary you are unfamuiéth or any morphologic
patterns you have not seen bet

Realize the LA may not know why certain things reppm text, but simply that th y
need to happen to have good 1

5. Once you identify as many words as possible, yerdrio analyze on your own h w
the text works. You can do this by charting the.t&kere are several types of
charting to choose fromAnalyzing discourse: Amanual of basic conc describe
several kinds of charting. Longacre and Levinsol gives other examples). The pcint
of charting is to visualize what happens in the,terd to see relationships that 2
less clear when in simple paragraph fc

6. Write down some of the patterns you see and obsengayou have made frc
working with the chart

7. Investigate the patterns further by looking aeottexts of the same genre, ani '
paying attention when other stories are

See also

« Keywords:analysi, discours, genr¢, techniques for language learn

The Write and Rewrite technique

Introduction

With the Write and Rewrite technique, you writeft@f various kinds of texts and ask a
good writer of the target language to correct tfadtsl or make suggestions
improvements. You continue to rewrite a partictéadt until it is acceptabl

Note: In general, more accuracy is expected in writteemal than in the spok
language

Objectives
« To develop accuracy in your writi
* To develop a better style in your writ

« To gain confidence that you can write in the tatgeguage, using correct discot ;e
structure

« To develop a personal portfolio with samples ofedlént kinds of texts you write
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- narrative

- business lette
- report:

- technical pape
- personal lette

- magazine article

Note: This is separate from tiText Portfolic which is samples of auther
mother-tongue speaker texts used as models foroy@nimwork.

Guidelines

« Set realistic goals. Do not try to write complextenel until you are ready for t
challenge

« Try not to get discouraged when others point out yoistakes
« Remind yourself that your ultimate goal is accut

« Stick with it even though it is difficult becauded is the only way to truly hone yc ir
skills as a writer in the langua

Steps
Before your sessit
1. Choose a type of text you want to learn to writdl.\
2. Look in your Text Portfolio for examples of thiski of text
3. Plan out your tex
« What parts should it have
« Look at the structure of examples in your Text fadid.
4. Make an outline and fill in the general cont

5. Write the content without worrying too much aboat@racy. Use a thesauru
dictionary if necessary and availal

6. Edit the text looking for one of the following oaah read throug
« vocabulary choice

e connection and overall sense,
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« spelling and punctuatic
During your sessic
7. Ask a good writer of the language to make correstiand suggestiol
After your sessic
8. Reuwrite the text and repeat Step 7 until the gootemis satisfiec

9. Add the final version of the text to your persopaitfolio.

See also

« Keywords:accurac, discours, genre, techniques for language learn

Example: The Write and Rewrite technique

Steps
Follow these steps to use the Write and Rewriteriigeie
1. You decide you want to learn to write a businetsi
2. You look in your Text Portfolio for examples of lsss letter:
3. You plan your text and by looking at examples, deiee that you need to incluc
 date
+ addresse
« greeting
« body of lette
« closing, anc
 your signature and addre
4. You make an outline and fill in the general cont
« Date: 8Sept€
Mr. John Jone
Jones' Grocern

456 Jones Av
Grocerytown, T’
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« Greeting: Mr. Jone

« Body: Request bimonthly delivery of groceries to Inoyne, order to be dropg 1
off by hand, bill to be paid upon delivt

« Closing: Express appreciation, sign name and imchdtres

5. You write the content of the business letter, wagkirom your outline, witho
worrying too much about accuracy. You use a diergnvhen neede

6. You edit the business letter looking for one of fillowing on each read throug
« vocabulary choice
« connection and overall sense, :
« spelling or punctuation erro

7. You ask a good writer of the language to look atlibsiness letter and to m
corrections and suggestio

8. You rewrite the business letter and repeat SteqtiVthe good writer is satisfie

9. You add the final version of the business letteraor personal portfoli

The Memory Reinforcement techniques

Introduction

With the Memory Reinforcement techniques you ugeua strategies to strengthen your
memory of words you are learning, so that you emognize or produce them lat

Guidelines
« Create mental associations between w
* Review items frequently at first, less frequendiel
« Use your senses, (sight, hearing, touch) to remembels

« Group words in meaningful we

Things to do
« Use the Semantic Map techni

See The Semantic Map technic
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* Use the Flashcards techni
See The Flashcards technic
« Use the Color-coding technic
See The Color-coding techniq:
« Use the Symbol Association technis
See The Symbol Association technic
« Use the Mental Image technic

See The Mental Image techniq

See also

« Keywords:memorizatiol, techniques for language learn, vocabular

The Semantic Map technique

Introduction

With the Semantic Map technique, you draw a grapgpcesentation of words that
together in the same area of mear

Objectives

« To use your visual and tactile senses to help gomember the relationship am
words.

« To help you figure out just what the relationshipasmg words it

Guidelines

* You may want to draw pictures or cut some out ofjazanes to represent-
different words

« Avoid putting English (or your mother tongue) oe tinap. Use only the tar
language

* You can make semantic maps to represent variots @orelationships amo
words, such ¢

- Kinds of (furniture, fruit, etc
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- Words associated with a key concept (such as wbedshave to do with ha

- Words associated with a certain place (such akittieen) or with an activi
(gardening

* You can also use a semantic map to take notedemtuae or a boo

* Review your map periodically, when you've mac

Steps
1. You decide on a key concept around which to buildrynap

2. You write the word for the key concept in the niedf the piece of paper (or at e
top, whichever makes better sense to

3. You think of the words you know, related to the keycept, and write them on
paper around the key concept in ways that showetlagionships

4. Draw lines between the words to represent theioglstiips among them. Add wor Is,
if necessary, to show subgroupir

See also

« Keywords:inferenct, semantic catego, techniques for language learn, vocabulary

Example: The Semantic Map technique

Steps
Follow these steps to use the Semantic Map techi
1. You decide to make a semantic map to represenslahétuit in Englisk
2. You write the worfruit in the middle of the pac

3. You write the word<apple, pear, mango, grapefruit, orange, lemon, Jipireapple
grape, watermelon, cantelouf around the wor fruit.

4. You add the wordcitrus fruit andmelon: and draw lines between the words to s 10w
the relationships

The Flashcards technique
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Introduction

With the Flashcards technique, you combine vislwsscwith words on flash cards to aid
in learning new vocabulai

Objectives

To learn new vocabula

To internalize the language without translatiomfrgour mother tongue (MT)
other previously learned langu

Guidelines

Steps

Make flashcards for all new vocabulary ite

Avoid translation. Use the visual clue to learnwuard in the language, do not |
connect it to a word in your MT. Note: Some flaghic@chniques suggest using e
word in your MT on one side, and the word in thesh@nguage on the other side It
is preferred to go from concept (via illustrati@a)word in the new language, so ' »u
learn the true meaning (to the degree that you celngmd it), not just translat:
similar word from your MT (with all of its connotans) into the target langue
(which may have completely different connotations sfiekences

Use cartoons for action wor

For advanced learning, give a simple explanatiahénanguage or add an illustrative
sentence (in the languac

Review, review, review. Use all flashcards untiliywave internalized the words ¢ 1d
can use them with ea

Go through your data and make a flashcard for eext that you are curren
learning to use. Write the word (in the languagepoe side and draw a sim
picture or a cartoon to illustrate the word on dkiger side

Scramble the flashcards so you cannot predict drder

Look at each illustration and say the related w@igeck your accuracy by looking at
the other side of the ca

Flip through the set of cards several times a ddg. new cards for new vocabul v
items and remove cards after sufficient prac

Variation
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One variation or extension of the Flashcards teghnis to make two copies of each card
(photocopy if possible) and play a matching ganth wiem. Turn one set of the card:; so
that the illustration is facing up and the othdrssethat the word or seence is facing u».
Then work until you can match each set of cardsgtpoing your pronunciation as 'y

work.

See also

« Keywords:flashcard, pictures and picture boc, techniques for language learn, |
vocabular

The Color-coding technique

Introduction

With the Color-coding technique, you combine vistlakes with words on flashcards r
lists of paper to aid in learning new vocabul

Objectives

« To use colors to group words meaningf

Guidelines

« Choose colors that have associat for yoL. They don't really need to make sens 2 to
anyone els

« Review words at regular intervals, until you've tim

Steps

1. You decide on groups of words you think it wouldHsdpful to associate wi
different colors

2. You get different colored paper or highlighters amark the words in ways that mi ke
sense to yol

3. When you review your vocabulary words, you makesraftthe colol

4. When you are trying to remember the group the wardsn, remember the color you
marked them witl

See also

« Keywords:flashcard, pictures and picture boc, semantic catego, techniques fc
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language learnir, vocabular

Example: The Color-coding technique

Steps
Follow these steps to use the Color-coding teclhe:
1. You decide to use colors to help you remember émelgr of German noul

2. You use highlighters to mark masculine words bleminine words pink, and neu er
words yellow

3. You review your vocabulary words, noting which weate blue, pink, and yello

4. When you are trying to remember which article te i a noun, remember whet er
it was blue, pink, or yelloy

The Symbol Association technique

Introduction

With the Symbol Association technique, you useralsyl to represent the group aw rd
belongs tc

Objectives
« To use visual cues to help you remember groupscdiwlar

« To use your own creativity in practicing wo

Guidelines
« Use a symbol or icon easy for you to di
« Use a symbol that makes sense to

« Use this technique to represent a grammatical gnguasemantic groupir, or an
other way you find it helpful to group wor

1. Decide on a group of words you can illustrate waittymbol

2. Choose a symbol that illustrates a word with Wwhjiou are already familiar a
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which is representative of the gro
3. You draw the symbol next to all words in that gramyour vocabulary list or carc .

4. When you review your vocabulary words, take notthefsymbol on the paper
card

5. When you want to use a word, try to remember tineb®y you drew next to itontie
page

See also

« Keywords:inferency, pictures and picture boc, semantic catego, techniques fc
language learnir, vocabular

Example: The Symbol Association technique

Steps
Follow these steps to use the Symbol Associationnigue
1. You decide to use symbols to illustrinoun classe in a Bantu languac

2. You choose a stick figure to represent the clashdman beings, a mountair
represent the class the word for mountain is shogito represent the class
animals, and so ¢

3. You draw stick figures next to all words in thesddor human beings, a moun:
next to the class mountains are in, and so f

4. When you review your vocabulary words, you takeeraitthe symbol on the papel or
card

5. When you want to use a word, you remember the sypbo drew next to it on t
page and know what noun cléagreemen to use

The Mental Image technique

Introduction

With the Mental Image technique, you make a mantage of a word or group of woi Is
to help you remember the

Objective

LinguaLinks® Library Version 5.0 © 2002 SIL International



To use mental images to help you remember new v

Guidelines

See also

Use images that make sense to
Make a mental image of the place you first heaneéva word

Example: You went to the market and saw a butcher, cuttmgeat. You create 2
mental image of that butcher and that market wioenpractice the wo 1
butche.

Make a mental image of objects representing wordsiidiom.

Example: You think of a corpse next to a dented bucket toembeihe kicked th
bucket

Make a mental image of words with an extended st

Example: You think of a potato with a (human) eye in it &membethe eye of
potato

Visualize yourself or someone else doing an adtomction verb:

Example: You have just seen a cooking program where thetele you to brais
the meat. You store the image of him doing thabaciwhen you think ¢ f
the wordbraise.

Keywords:inferencty, mental image, pictures and picture boc, techniques fc
language learnir, vocabular

The Production Practice techniques

Introduction

With the Production Practice techniques you worlskifis that will help you speak
write your new language comprehensibly and fluen

Things to do

Use the Handling Idioms technic

See The Handling Idioms techniq
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« Use the Limited Answer techniqt
See The Limited Answer techniqu
« Use the Memorized Routines technic
See The Memorized Routines techniq
« Use the Pronunciation practice technic
See The Pronunciation Practice techniq
* Use the Shortened Forms techni
See The Shortened Forms techni
« Use the Structure Practice technic

See The Structure Practice techniq

See also

« Keywords:productiol, techniques for language learn

The Handling Idioms technique

Introduction

With the Handling Idioms technique, you collect amalyze current idioms and then ry
to incorporate them into your spee

Objectives
« To understand idioms when used by other spe

* To use idioms appropriately and ea

Steps
Before your sessit
1. Note idioms in your journal (or notebook) that ywear being used in conversatic 1s.
After your sessic

2. Incorporate as many of these idioms as possibk gaih sound natural) in yo
conversation:

LinguaLinks® Library Version 5.0 © 2002 SIL International



Watch people's reactions as you speak. If theyecoyou, find out how the
understanding differs from what you thought it e

3. Add this new information to your journ

See also

« Keywords:idioms, techniques for language learn

Example: The Handling Idioms technique

Steps
Follow these steps to use the Handling Idioms tegle

1. You pull from your data notebook all the idioms ywave heard: You bet!, Right 01!,
It's happenin’, Out to lunc

2. You ask the LA the meaning of each idiom and israpriate usage:

Idiom Meaning When to use and witt Caution
whom
You bet | agree, informally with almos Do not use in form:
will anyont writing
Right on! | agree very informal, with youn Use with friend
Let'sdoi people
It's happenin' | like it very inforrral, with youn Use with friend
people
Outto luncl Bad idei informally with almos Do not use in form:
anyont writing

3. You try to use these idioms in your conversatiamd \®atch to see people's reactins.
One friend said he was impressed that you knewtbayge idioms correctly. t
warned against using them too often in a given ewation, or people will get tir |
of listening to cliches. You write this in your joal.

4. You make a note of his suggestions in your databumk

The Limited Answer techniques
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Introduction

With the limited answer techniques you build on poamension techniques, sucl

Look and Listen or Physical Response, and staddpond with short answers. This is a
natural way to learn to converse, as we often ghat answers to questions n in oul
first language

Example: "Where are you going this weekend?" "Campin

Things to do
« Use the Simple Question and Answer techr
See The Simple Question and Answer techn
+ Use the True-False Comprehension techr

See The True-False Comprehension techn

See also

« Keywords:comprehensic, techniques for language learn

The Simple Question and Answer technique

Introduction

With the Simple Question and Answer techniqueJdhguage associate (LA) questi 1s
you about an area of knowledge in which you alraatjerstand some vocabulary. " ou
listen and give a short answer, usually one wordvorword. This can be built «
vocabulary you have learned with tPhoto Book techniqt or thePhysical Respon
technique, as well as through ttSurvival Phrase andPower Tool techniques

Adapted from: Madsen, Bowen, and Hilferty 19:79-8(

Objectives
« To focus attention on the details of an utteramzbies meanin
« To respond simply and to show your real speakinigyaim the languag
« To practice answering the kinds of questions pewplee community may ask y

« To give your conversation partners a better ideaabow to phrase their questic s
in a way you will really understand (especiallygial for beginners
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Guidelines
« Work in a subject area in which you already undedtsome of the vocabule

« Give only short one-word or two-word answ

Steps
Before your sessit
1. Decide what subject you wish to answer questionsit
During your sessic

2. Have the LA ask questions about the subject yogehand respond with sh
answers. You can repeat the entire series of quesséind answers for practi

After your sessic

3. Practice this technique in your social interactioth native speakers, if t
opportunity arise

See also

« Keywords:comprehensic, techniques for language learn

Example: The Simple Question and Answer technique

Steps

Follow these steps to use the Simple Question arsivAr techniqu:

1. You decide you want to answer questions about fauily.

2. The LA asks you these questions and you give apiaite response
* Do you have brothers and sisters?
« How many brothers do you have? 1
* Do you have sisters as well? Yes, |
*« How many? On
« So, there are four of you altogether? Yes, thagit.

« Really? Are your mother and father still living®¥, they ar
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3. You practice this technique when you are out ingd®@ettings, answering questic s
that people ask about your fam

The True-False Comprehension technique

Introduction

With the True-False Comprehension technique, thguage associate (LA) mal
statements about a domain in which you alreadynstated some of the vocabulary. Y ou
listen and give a short answer to verify the stat@nas true, or declare it false. Thar

be built on vocabulary learned through Look and Listen techniqu or thePhysica
Response techniqt.

Objectives

« To improve listening comprehension skills by faogson the details and meaning of
a statemel

« To respond simply with one word or two word ref

Prerequisites
* You need to know the common vernacular form
- "True" or "Yes," an

- "False" or "No.

Guidelines
Here is a guideline to follow when you use the TFatse Comprehension techniq

« Have the LA repeat the statements in random omegral times to thoroughly t
your comprehensio

Steps
Before your sessit
1. Select a subject area where you have already kéaomae vocabular

2. Practice saying "true" and "false" in the vernacufanecessary, you can mimi
recording

See:The Look and Listen techniqt.
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3.

Gather any pictures or props you want to use tavghe LA the subject area 'y
want to practice

During your sessic

4.

See also

Ask the LA to make some statements about the pyopgtures you brought

Explain that you want the LA to say some thingg #Hra true and some things that are
not true. You then decide whether what was satidiesor is not tru

Practice responding appropriately to whatever thesays. Ask the LA to correct y u
if you answer incorrectl

Keywords:comprehensic, statemer, techniques for language learn

Example: The True-False Comprehension technique

Steps

Follow these steps to use the True-False Comprairetehnique

1.

You decide to respond to true and false statenatst what you see out
window.

You practice saying "true" and "false" in the tdrigeguage

You do not have to gather any props, because ywusang whatever you see out he
window

You ask the LA to make some statements about wghaitithe window. You reg
appropriately as to whether what was said is trus not true

You listen and try to respond appropriately toestegnts the LA makes. You ask 1e
LA to correct you if you do not answer correc

The Memorized Routines techniques

Introduction

With the Memorized Routines techniques you memagsla@ses to help you m
immediate communication needs and to elicit comgmslble input. These memori: 1
sentences do not represent your general proficienthe language ; in other words, ' u
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do no know the language well enough to have put theseesees together for yours: F.
For this reason there can be a danger in using teetniques that people will think y ou
speak the language better than you actually doth®wther hand, memorized tines

can be a very useful emergency measure to helpgoe something to say, while you are
developing real creative ability in the langui

Things to do
« Use the Survival Phrases techni
See The Survival Phrases technit
« Use the Power Tools technic

See The Power Tools techniq

See also

« Keywords:memorized routine, mimicry, techniques for language learn

The Survival Phrases technique

Introduction

With the Survival Phrases technique, you recordahguage associate (LA) say
survival phrases (sentences and questions) youtoees®. You then practice them u til
you can say them fluent

Objectives

* To learn to say phrases that will help you witHyeaommunicatiol

Guidelines
« Find out the meaning of each phrase, but avoicttiranslation:

+ Use this technique as a way to build up ycomprehension vocabuli first. This
will prevent you from simply "parroting” memorizg@thrases without trt
comprehensio

« Avoid eliciting and using direct translations angltb learn natural speech. Expl 1
the situations in which you need appropriate plwasebest as you can, so the
will suggest more natural phras

Steps
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Before your sessit

1. Identify a specific social situation where you ngedd control of the language. Be: as
specific as possibl

2. Decide what phrases you need to learn to commuweell in the situation you ha 'e
identified

During your sessic

3. Describe to the L
* the situation you have in mind, a
« the kinds of things you want to sa

4. When the LA gives you a phrase to say, check thenimg by asking questions
your shared language, such

* "What does that mear

« "Who would say that’

« "When would | say that'

« "To whom would | say that

If you have no shared language, do your best tokctiee general meaning of-
phrase

5. Record the phrases when you are satisfied thakiyow their general meaning, ¢ d
that they are appropriate in the situation you inadind

6. Transcribe the phras

7. Try to get the meaning of the parts of the phr:

After your sessic

8. Listen to the recording of the phrases and trynenstand what they me
9. Try to memorize the phras

Variations

The Survival Phrases technique may also be doretlgt following variations (.
suggested in G. Thomson, Kick-Starting your languagrning Section 3.):

1. Record 50-100 phrases with the gloss precedifgllowing each phrase. List
frequently and your comprehension will increaseu ¥an possibly make a drawing tc go
along with the phrases to spur on remembr;
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2. Use role-play creverse role-ple. Choose a communication situation—for examg e, a
taxi cab going around town. You play the driver &stén to the rider's instructior

See also

« Keywords:communication situatiol, memorized routine, productiot, role-playing,
social situatio, survival phrase, techniques for language learn, vocabular

Example: The Survival Phrases technique

Steps
Follow these steps to use the Survival Phrasesitpob

1. You decide you want to learn appropriate thingsapin a market situation when vou
go to buy somethin

2. You decide you need to know how
« ask if the vendor has yams, i
 ask the price
3. You describe to the LA that you want to learn hovibtity yams in the mark

4. When the LA tells you how to ask the price of yaoigck its meaning by asking in
English)

« "Would | say this to every vendoi
« "How do | say that the price is too higl
« "How do | suggest a lower price

5. You record the phrases when you are satisfiedythaknow the general meaning »f
the phrases and that they are useful in the m

You transcribe the phras
You try to learn the meaning of the parts of theaghs

You listen to the recording and try to understdreghrase

© ®© N O

You try to memorize the phrases, imagining youraethe marke
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The Power Tools technique

Introduction

With the Power Tools technique, you record the leagg associate (LA) saying sentences
(questions and requests) you can use to learn atangt the language. You then prac ice
them until you can say them fluen

Objectives

« To learn phrases that will be helpful in elicitingw vocabulat

Guidelines
« Find out the meaning of each phrase, but avoicttiranslation:

+ Use this technique as a way to build up ycomprehension vocabuli first. This
will prevent you from simply "parroting” memorizg@thrases without trt
comprehensio

« Avoid eliciting and using direct translations angltb learn natural speech. Expl 1
the situations in which you need appropriate plwasebest as you can, so the
will suggest more natural phras

Steps
Before your sessit

1. Identify specific things you would like to be altteask about the language or req lest
people to do in your language sessions or outdrctimmunity

2. Decide what phrases you need to learn to saycdi #le information you war
During your sessic
3. Describe to the L

« that you want o learn to ask some questions inattget languacg

« the kinds of things you want to sa

4. When the LA gives you a phrase to say, check thenimg by asking questions
your shared language, such

« "What does that mear
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« "What would you answer if | said tha

If you have no shared language, do your best tokctiee general meaning of-
phrase

5. Record the phrases when you are satisfied thakiyow their general meaning, ¢ d
that they are appropriate in the situation you inadind

6. Transcribe the phras

7. Try to get the meaning of the parts of the phr:

After your sessic

8. Listen to the recording of the phrases and trynenstand what they me
9. Try to memorize the phras

Variations

The Power Tools techniques may also be done witlidlfowing variation (as sugges 2d
in G. Thomson, Kick-starting your language learnSection 3.):

Use role play or reverse role play. You couldgeter tools by speaking English

some other common language between you) while ghpretends not to understand. e
or she says (in the target language), "What i®thfou say, "It is a hammer." TILA

says, "Could you please say it more slow

See also

« Keywords:communication situatiol, power tool,, productiol, role-playing, socia
situatior, techniques for language learn, vocabular

The Pronunciation Practice techniques

Introduction

With the Pronunciation Practice techniques you eatrate on skills that will help you to
pronounce the language more accurately makeigrefas speakers of the languag: )
understant

Things to do
« Use the Phonetic Work Chart technic
See The Phonetic Work Chart technic
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« Use the Sound Checklist techni
See The Sound Checklist technic
« Use the Single Sound Dirill technic
See The Single Sound Drill techniq
« Use the Sound Contrast Drill techni
See The Sound Contrast Drill technic
« Use The Intonation Drill techniq
See The Intonation Drill techniqt
« Use the Stress Pattern Drill techni
See The Stress Pattern Drill technic
« Use the Tone Pattern Drill technic
See The Tone Pattern Drill techniq
« Use the Tone Checklist technic
See The Tone Checklist techniq
« Use the Record and Compare techn
See The Record and Compare techni
« Use the Record for Correction techni

See The Record for Correction technic

See also

« Keywords:accurac, mimicry, pronunciatiol, techniques for language learn

The Phonetic Work Chart technique

Introduction

A phonetic work chart is a blank phonetics chgoti fill in with the phones you &
discovering in the language you are learn

Benefits
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Making a phonetic work chart can show you groupsaoinds you need to check to st e if
they are in contrast, in variation, or if you hakenscribed them inconsistent

Prerequisites

« A course in articulatory phonet

Steps

1. Look through your data notebook and write on thengtics chart every phone\ .
have recorde

2. Look for clusters of suspect sounds you need tolcha contras

3. Look for gaps in the pattern of phones to give yimas of what other phones to I« ok
for in your date

See also

« Keywords:phonetic

The Sound Checklist technique

Introduction

With the Sound Checklist technique, you systembyicampare words which you ¢
unsure of, to see whether they have similar ortidahsounds and group the sou
accordingly

Objectives
« To group words according to their like soun:
- difficult to distinguish vowel digrapl
- consonant cluste
- other sounds difficult to recogni
« To begin to distinguish between distinctive, yatitar, sound

« To study the environments of sounds for any phagiold explanations or to set
they are all distinct soun

Guidelines

« Use this technique to clarify and confirm your hypmses whenever you find your: elf
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struggling with similar sound:

Tip: Do it early, so you do not “learn” the wrong w

Steps
Before your sessit

1. Check your data for words that you think have samdr the same sounds and ma<e a
list.

During your sessic

2. Show the list to a language associate (LA) and haweor her say the words. Use the
first word as the reference point once throughigieMark whether each followir
word is same or different. Have the LA continuentigh the list and group all wds
into same groupings. Record the LA saying theclsth time

3. Have the LA read through each grouping while yaiore it

4. Have the LA read each grouping, and you repeat wacti after the LA. Have him or
her check your pronunciation. Repeat the procesg@sssar

After your sessic

5. Use the recording to: continue practicing your pirmsiation and to tune your ea )
hear the difference between similar sou

6. Compare the environments that the similar sounel$oamd in. Look fc
complementary distribution or other conditionedlargtions. If you find non
assume that the sounds are separate phor

See also

« Keywords:accurac, checklists (language learnit, phonolog,, pronunciatioy,
techniques for language learn

The Single Sound Drill technique

Introduction

With the Single Sound Drill technique, you focuspracticing a sound of the langu. e
you are having difficulty pronouncing. Sounds tbatise difficulty are usually those t at
do not occur in your mother tong

Objectives
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« To improve your ability to pronounce a particudaunc

« To use that sound without hesitation in the norooairse of your spee

Guidelines

« Make drills of the sound in various environmentgi@vinitial, medial and final) 1
get the full range of practice on that sot

« Drill any sound yot
- know you do not pronounce accura
- stumble over when speak

- notice often seems to cause confusion among nspakers if not correc
pronounce

- have a hard time distinguishing from another sinstz2und when used by a native
speake

Before your sessit
1. Identify a consonant or vowel sound you are hadifftgculty pronouncing

2. Look through your list of words and find from fite seven words that have t
sound in them in the same position, eit

o word-initial
« word-medial, ¢
o word-final.

3. If you do not have enough words, ask a languagecads (LA) to think of sorr
more words with that sound in the

During your sessic

4. Record the LA saying the words, reading down tHema.

5. Have the LA repeat each word and you mimic the ynaration.
Have the LA correct any of your incorrect pronutioia.

6. Pronounce each word on your o

After your sessic
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7. Listen to the recording and practice mimicking pinenunciation of the worc

See also

« Keywords:drills, mimicry, pronunciatiol, techniques for language learn

Example: The Single Sound Drill technique

Steps
Follow these steps to use the Single Sound Ddhneue
1. You identify the 8] sound in English as one you are having troubtgpuncing

2. You look through your word list and find the follong words containing thed]
sound: thin, thank, three, thorn, and thr

3. You arrange the words in a colur
Word-initial
thin
thank
three

thorr
threac

4. You record the LA saying the words in the colunimintthank, three, thorn, thre.

5. You have the LA repeat each of the words and yauimiYou have the LA corre
any of your incorrect pronunciatic

6. You practice producing each of the words thin, Kyadnree, thorn, and thread,
your own

7. You listen to the recording and practice mimickihg pronunciation of each wo

The Sound Contrast Drill technique

Introduction

With the Sound Contrast Drill technique, you preethearing and speaking distincti 1s
between two or more contrastive but similar souhds may be confusing to beginn 3
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language learner

Objectives
* To hear the difference between similar but contrastound

« To practice pronouncing each sound corr

Guidelines

« Use this technique to practice hearing and speaimgar but contrastive sounds that
you tend to confuse, not just any two contrastensls

« Use minimal pairs (words that differ only by thentast of the two similar sounds’ to
practice hearing and speaking these similar so

« Keep a list of sound contrasts you find difficutiear or produc

Steps
Before your sessit

1. Select two similar but contrastive sounds you reetdtill. Check your data fi
examples

2. Get additional words from the language associatg (that differ only by the contrast
of the two similar sound:

3. Make two columns of words, one for each of the sisi
During your sessic
4. Record the LA reading one column at a ti

Tip:  Use pictures or objects if the LA can not r

5. Ask the LA to say a word at random, and you parthe column where the worc 3
located.

Implication: You can discriminate between the two sou
6. Practice the words in each columr
* having the LA read them, a
« mimicking as the LA read:
7. Practice words randomly

« saying a word from the list at random,
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 having the LA point to the correct column and rejgpthe worc

Implication: The last pronunciation you hear is that of theveagpeaker, not yo
own.

After your sessic

8. Listen to the recording and mimic the LA's pronation of each column of wort
9. Practice pronouncing the contrastive minimal pairgour list

Variation

You can use the Sound Contrast Drill techniqueréafce the sound in a variety
positions in a word or sentence to get the fulgeof practice. SeBrewster an
Brewster 197:303-312 for more discussion of this d

See also

« Keywords:drills, mimicry, pronunciatiol, techniques for language learn

Example: The Sound Contrast technique

Steps
Follow these steps to use the Sound Contrast tgaeh

1. You decide to drill the contrast between 18/ and /t/ sounds in initial position
English. You check your data for words with thisirast:three andtree, thank anc
tank, andthin andtin.

2. You have the LA give you additional minimal pairgw/0/ and /t/ soundsthick anc
tick, thorn andtorn, andthreac andtreac).

3. You make two columns for the following minimal pgir

10/ I
thin tin
thank tank
three tree
thick tick
thorr torn
threac treac
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4. You record the LA reading one column at a til
5. You have the LA say a word and you point to theisol where the word is locat .

6. You mimic the 6/ column after the LA, and then do the same with/thcolumr
Then you mimic across each r

7. You say a word, the LA points to the correct catutien repeats it after y
8. You listen to the recording and practice the sows®i®ral time:

9. You practice pronouncing the contrastive minimatghksted in 3. abov

The Intonation Drill technique

Introduction

With the Intonation Drill technique, you distinghithe various intonation patterns u =d
in speech and practice clauses together which thevsame pattel

Objectives
* To be able to distinguish between different intmrapatterns used in spet
« To be able to produce the intonation patterns gpately

« To have more natural sounding spe

Guidelines

« Begin by listening to native speakers for the wagirtlanguage flows and for the t
of their speecl

« Use your recorded materials for further help aeddient reminders as you tackle new
patterns

« If the language associate (LA) has trouble verbadihow certain clause types
intonated, try listening to recorded examples toge

Reason Itis sometimes hard to analyze your own speedeipest when they a
very natural to you. When you try to produce thgay overemphasize the
stresses because you are focusing on them. Byihgtéo a recording (1
yourself or someone else iatural speech) you can tend less to\
extremes, and hear the true patt
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« Work on one intonation pattern at a tir

Reason More than one pattern may cause you to intermimthreyour mind an
add to the confusion. After you have sufficientiildd one pattern, mo' e
on to another pattel

Steps
Before your sessit

1. Decide what intonation patterns you want to worlaad listen to examples 'y
recorded from other sessic

2. Write down example sentences from your ¢
During your sessic
3. Ask an LA to read your example sentences and rdber

4. Have the LA say each sentence and repeat afterdniher trying to match tl
intonation

5. Ask the LA to give you any helpful pointers or coemis
After your sessic
6. Listen to the recording and practice one pattemtahe until you feel comfortab

Practice using the correct intonation pattern iarggday speec

See also

« Keywords:drills, intonatior, pronunciatiol, stress (linguisti¢, techniques fc
language learnir

The Stress Pattern Drill technique

Introduction

With the Stress Pattern Drill technique, you mases lof words that have the same si ‘ess
pattern and practice them until you are comfortabta their pronunciatiol

Objectives
« To be able to pronounce words with the correetss

* To see patterns of stress in the lang
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Guidelines

Steps

« Make lists of words in a consistent manner withardgo their syllable pattern &

segmental lengt

Create special drills for words that are speciab@ms which you do not seem tc be
able to pronounce right, even after the initiall gniactice. For example, words wh ch
are borrowed in one or both of the languages andhadre similar, if not ientical
except for stres:photograpl in English anifotogra'fiin Swedish’

Practice long words consisting of many syllablesciiyou find difficult tc
pronounce by doing the following

- tap the rhythn
- mimic the last few syllables, and gradually addlkginning of the word, al
- put the long word into sentences, placing it ifeslént positions for practic

Note: In some languages, you will find that word stressodified when a word
placed in a sentence. Word stress might disapptegether, or stress mic
shift to a different syllable. Therefore, it is gbtw practice stress patterns, not
only on words in isolation but also to see what happenkdsame wort
when they are placed in various positions withimteeces

Before your sessit

1.

List the words in which you have trouble placingess on the correct syllak

Place the words into columns according to whegsstfalls. Make a separate ¢t
for each separate syllable patt

During your sessic

2.

Have the language associate (LA) read down eaceolMimic each word he
she say:

Have the LA read across each row. Mimic each v

Record the LA reading down the lists and put tipe @side for practice after y«
sessior

Read down and across each list and have the L&aoyou if you do not pronoun e
correctly

After your sessic
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6. Listen to the tape and continue drilling until yieel confident with the stre
patterns

See also

« Keywords:drills, mimicry, pronunciatiol, rhythmr, stress (linguistic, syllabley,
techniques for language learn

Example: The Stress Pattern Drill technique

Steps
Follow these steps to use the Stress PatterntBetinique

1. You make a list of words for which you are havirmguble pronouncing the stre

correctly.

Portuguest Portuguest Portuguest
Initial stress Medial stress Final stress
'SsS! s's: ss"
'palido pa'lito pale'tc
'sabie sa'bie sabi'e
'pesseg mor'ceg( empre'gol

You have the LA read down each column. You mimicheaord after him or he
You have the LA read across each row and you maaeh worc

You record the LA reading down the list and seiside until after your sessit

a & N

You read down and across the lists and have thedrAect you when you do r
pronounce a word correctl

6. You listen to the tape and continue drilling ugbu feel comfortable with the stre s
patterns

The Tone Pattern Drill technique

Introduction
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With the Tone Pattern Drill technique, you compatterances to decide their pitch
substituting them into a constant environment artie"). By keeping the sarframe,
you will be better able to tell when the substdns items change pitch. Aftele patterns
are distinguishable, you produce th

Objectives
« To distinguish one tone pattern from ano
« To recognize, initially within a controlled envinorent, the tone patter

« To be able to produce words using the correct patern

Guidelines
« Select a frame which will stay the same as you gbdhe substitution iten

Tip: Itis best to select a frame in which the substtuttems occur utteran
medially. If that is not possible, then it will becessary to check all ite
with a following frame as well as a preceding

« Make sure substitution items are of the same ¢idbaouns), so they will fit into tt e
same frame. Substitution items can be whole wordsaffixed forms, depending in
the language constrair

« Arrange the substitution items into groups with shene number of syllables, anc as
much as possible with the same syllable pa

Steps
Before your sessit

1. Make a list of words you want to practice to det@ertheir tone pattern. Try to co ne
up with a possible frame for the di

During your sessic

2. Explain to the language associate (LA) what youtwamlo. Have the LA say e¢
item with the frame two time

Tip:  You may have to go through the list several timefote you can clearly he
the pitch, and determine its level. You can userslibstitution items
compare the pitches (higher, lower, level, or glid)

3. Regroup the substitution items into groups withgame tone patterns and
through each group again in the frame for anotheck on consistency. Regrc
again if necessal
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4. Check the groups by substituting them into a defifieiframe: one with a differe
pitch pattern from the first frar

5. Record the LA saying the substitution items anchig, one stress pattern group it a
time.

After your sessic

6. Use the recording to practice the items until yeel tomfortable with ther

See also
« The Tone Checklist techniq

« Keywords:drills, phonolog), pronunciatiol, stress (linguistic, syllables, technique
for language learnir, tonal language

Example: The Tone Pattern Drill technique

Steps
Follow these steps to use the Tone Pattern Ddliniejue

1. You make a list of words you need to practice tieeine their tone pattern: spic :r,
snake, squirrel, buffalo, lion, antelope, crocaditeard, and hippopotamus. (T
example is given in English, even though it isabdbne language, for eas¢
understanding

You decide on the frame: "The man killed a ... getay.’
2. You explain to the LA what you want to
You have the LA say each item within the frame tinoes

You have him or her repeat the following anotheretj since you had a hard ti
determining their tone the first two times: snakecodile, lizarc

3. You regroup the items according to their tone pat

Group 1 (lower than the frame): buffalo, lion, asdde, hippopotamt
Group 2 (higher than the frame): squirrel, snakéglap¢
Group 3 (same as the frame): spider, li
You go through each group again, checking for atascy. You do not need
regroup anything

4. You recheck the tone groups by substituting thetim andifferent frame: "A ... play: d
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on the rocks
5. You record the LA saying the groups within the femnone at a tim

6. You use the recording to practice several times yot feel comfortable with tt
tone pattern

The Tone Checklist technique

Introduction
With the Tone Checklist technique, you systemdiicampare the tone patterns
words to see whether they are the same or diffi
Objectives
« To identify the contrasting tones in a langt
« To study the phonological environments of tonesafoy factors that may be caus ng
a change in pitc
Guidelines

* In considering tone, it is essential to make comspas in a controlled environme ;
that is, in eframe with pitches that stay the same relative to edlbro You can the n
compare words with that frame, noting whether tibehgs the same as, oifferent
from, the pitch of the fram

« If possible, look for a frame where the words yaanitto check the pitch of are in he
middle and where is there is a high tone immedjgietceding or following the wo-d
you are checkin

* You will need to make different checklists for @ifént parts of speech: for exam le,
for nouns and verbs

« Arrange the words you are checking into groups wie same number of syllabl s
and as far as possible the same consonant-vowehpdength and stress patt:

Steps
Before your sessit

1. Check your data for words that you think have samdr the same tone patterns 1d
make a lis

During your sessic
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. Show the list to a language associate (LA) and Ih@weor her say the words i
frame. Mark whether each word has the same orrdittepitch from the precedi
word in the frame

. Group together all the words you think have theesaitch as the fram

. Go back through the words you marked as havingch ppwer than the high pit
frame, but this time try to find a low-pitch framaed mark whether the words are the
same as, or higher than the fra

. When you think you have identified groups of wondsch all have the same pit 1,
ask the LA to read through each grouping while rgord it

. Ask the LA to read each grouping again, and ypeaé each phrase after the
Have him or her check your pronunciation. Repeafptiocess as necess

After your sessic

7. Use the recording t

« continue practicing your pronunciation, an

 tune your ear to hear the difference between sirtolee pattern

8. Compare the environments that the similar sounel$oamd in. Look fc

complementary distribution or other conditionedlargtions. If you find non
assume that the sounds are separate phor

« The Tone Pattern Drill techniq

« Keywords:checklists (language learnir, phonolog,, pronunciatiol, techniques fc
language learnir, tonal language

The Record and Compare technique

Introduction

With the Record and Compare technique, you recoutl \anguage associate (LA) saying
short segments in the language, followed by yotisssiing the same words or senter ces.
You listen in order to compare your speech withltAés, while focusing on ar

identifying the differences in pronunciation antbimation, so that you can correct tr se
differences

Objectives
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« To pinpoint where your pronunciation and intonatibifiers from that of the nati
speake

« To learn to hear the kinds of details of pronuncrathat allow you to corre
yourself. The payoff comes when you are always tstded and have a bar
detectable foreign accent so your pronunciatiors st detract from what you ¢

Guidelines

« Let your ear become accustomed to hearing natiwaksps of the target langui
before you try to use this method. If you get usedearing your own mistakes
early, you will begin to think they sound ok

« Do not try to listen for pronunciation and speakha&t same time. If you only liste
you can hear yourself in comparison to the modglke8ording both yourself a
your model, then listening repeatedly, you can feamore accurately and disc |
where and how you need to imprc

« Concentrate on these issu
- Can you pinpoint where your pronunciation diffe
- Can you state what is wrong with each differer
- Can you make the required changes to match thelf

« Listen to the recording with one hypothesis in miviten you are unsure just how you
differ. Example: "I am making the vowel longer ththe LA is." If something el
seems wrong, try another hypothesis, for exampkn"changing the vowel quali 7
the LA is not.

 Investigate sentence intonation with this techniglgse. However, be sure to g
recording of sentences with natural intonationt titg the context, and does
sound like it was read out of a bot

« Do not work so long on a given word that you "gafien it (unable to he
distinctions anymore; not being able to tell if yane improving or not). If you d
then leave it for a while, and return to it la

Steps
Before your sessit
1. Choose words or phrases from a previous se:
During your sessic

2. Record the LA and you both saying the words, thealways saying each word fir t.
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See also

Record each item two or three tin

After your sessic

3. Listen repeatedly to the tape and compare yourysraation with the LA's. Che:

one thing at a time: vowel length, vowel qualityess, consonants, intonation, and so
forth.

Your goal: to pinpoint where you differ from the model andhigpothesize exact
what you need to change to match the m

Try to improve accuracy by using a previous reguyaf only the LA speaking the se
words. Listen and mimi

Ask the LA to help you focus on specific spots @i have identified as need
improvement. After you work on them, re-recordhbot you saying those wort

Listen to the new recording to see how much pragyes have made and dec
what remains to be don

You can repeat steps 3 through 6 as often as ns

Keywords:accurac, audio recording, intonatior, mimicry, pronunciatiol,
techniques for language learn

Example: The Record and Compare technique

Steps

Follow these steps to use the Record and Compelmaitpie

1.

You choose customary greetings from a previous@esSood morning, goc
afternoon, and good nig

You record the LA and you each saying the greetitigsLA always first. Reco
each greeting three tim

You listen repeatedly to the tape of greetings, @mpare your pronunciation w
the LA s. You check one thing at a time: vowel ngowel quality, stres
consonants, and intonatis

You try to improve your accuracy by using a recogdirom a previous sessior
only the LA speaking the greetings. You listenhe greetings and mim

You ask the LA to help you focus on specific paftthe greetings that you he
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identified as needing improvement. After you worktbem, record again both of you
saying the greeting

6. You listen to the new recording of the greetingsée how much progress you h re
made and decide that you still need to work on sdirstres:

You repeat steps 3 through 6 until you are sad

The Record for Correction technique

Introduction

With the Record for Correction technique, you relogourself discussing or describ |
something and ask native speakers to listen andatarrors in your usage or gramr ar.

Objectives

« To achieve the accuracy neededsuperior proficienc

Guidelines

« Do not try this technique too soon, or you may isealraged. At the beginning
Stage 2, for example, when you are just startirtgytto talk spontaneously, you v I
probably make lots of errors or be tongue-tiedii yry to get everything exdy
right.

« During initial attempts at this technique, seekedion of only those errors that most
bother your language associate (1

« Use this technique when you prepare a speech foe @casion, to assure as na iral
sounding speech as possit

Note: It may take several recordings and sessions wih g

Steps
Before your sessit
1. Decide what kind of spoken material you want tarddor evaluatior
2. Record yoursel
3. Listen to the tape and note any mista
4. Record again if necesse

During your sessic
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5. Play the recording for the LAs. Ask them to listerit several times and note phre ses

that sound awkward or incorre

6. Ask the LAs how to say things correct

After your sessic

7.

See also

Incorporate the suggestions and make another riagofial evaluation. Repeat 1
process until the material is ready to

« Keywords:accurac, audio recording, pronunciatiol, techniques for langua

learning

Example: The Record for Correction technique

Steps

Follow these steps to use the Record for Corre¢dohnique

1.

a & N

o

You decide you want to work on giving a speech alyourself and your family fc
your local ladies' clul

You record yourself giving the spee
You listen to the tape of your speech and notecdwyous mistake
You record the speech agi

You play the recording of your speech for the L¥eu ask them to listen tc
several times and note phrases that sound awkwandarect to then

You ask the LAs for suggestions and incorporatentivéo your speec

You incorporate the suggestions and make anotherdig of your speech {
evaluation. Repeat steps 5 through 7 until yowsatisfied that it is ready for t
ladies' club

The Shortened Forms technique

Introduction

With the Shortened Forms technique, you practiceasa phrases, or titles which
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most generally used in a shortened form or eacronyn in the target languag

Objectives
¢ To build vocabular

« To recognize shortened forms such as contractiotigeronyms when used in veibal
and written communicatic

« To understand the process of derivation of shodéoens

Guidelines

« Use the Shortened Forms technique to gain botravari written familiarity wit
shortened form

« Make note of shortened forms used in everyday $psegou can explore them w th
the language associate (LA). Note: Some culturdsergeeat use of these forms f r:

- names (nickname
- contraction

- commonly used noun phrases (phrases that havesheerened to compounds a
store that sells sporting goods—a sports ¢

- official titles
« Concentrate on correct pronunciation, includingearstress assignme

« Try to recognize patterns of derivation, which viadllp as you begin to experim
with making shortened forms on your o

Steps
Before your sessit
1. Decide on a specific type of shortened form youhaang trouble understandi
During your sessic
2. Work with the LA to make a list of several shortdrierms
3. Make a chart containing the long version and tleetshed form
Work with the LA to find the pattern of derivati

Try to come up with new shortened forms, accordmntihe pattern of derivation
see how widely used it
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See also

« Keywords:acronym, stress (linguisti¢, techniques for language learn, verbs,
vocabular

Example: The Shortened Forms technique

Steps
Follow these steps to use the Shortened Formsitpeh
1. You decide you want to explore nicknan

2. You work with the LA to come up with this list ofaknames: Sue, Tom, Bob, Di ¢,
Beth, and Jo

3. You make a chart.

Full name Shortenec

form
Susar Sue
Thoma Torr
Rober Bob, Rol
Richarc Dick, Rick,
Rich

Elizabett Bett

Josep Joe

You come up with these observations about derixa

- Usually a nickname incorporates the first sykabt the long form

- Sometimes a final vowel is added (Sue or J

- Other times the initial consonant is replac

- Exceptionally, the final syllable of the long foris taken as the nickname in Bi 1.
You apply the most common pattern of derivatior (irst syllable) to other nam:

Result;

LinguaLinks® Library Version 5.0 © 2002 SIL International



Full name  Shortenec
form
William Will
Zachan Zact
Raymont Ray
Christen Chris
Louise Lou

The Structure Practice techniques

Introduction

With the Structure Practice techniques you leametognize and produce
grammatical structures of the language you araieg

Things to do

« Use the Linking Drill techniqgt
See The Linking Drill techniqu

« Use the Pronominal Reference Drill techni
See The Pronominal Reference Drill techni

« Use the Single Sentence Pattern Practice tecl
See The Single Sentence Pattern Practice tech

« Use the Structure Contrast Drill techni
See The Structure Contrast Drill technic

« Use the System Dirill techniq
See The System Dirill techniqt

« Use the Clause Type Practice techn
See The Clause Type Practice techni

* The Part of Speech Placement techr
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See The Part of Speech Placement techr
« Use the Tense Practice techni

See The Tense Practice technit

See also

« Keywords:accurac, drills, gramma, mimicry, synta, techniques for langua
learning

The Linking Drill technique

Introduction

With the Linking Drill technique, you practice limg clauses together within comp
sentence

Objectives
* To differentiate between the various ways of linkatauses togeth

« To learn how to use each appropriately in orders® more complex sentel
structure

Guidelines

« Begin by using simple independent clauses thatwywme previously used, and wh :h
can be linked together in some type of relation

« Work on one type of clause link at a time (causedtf temporal relationshig
before/after, succession, overlap, simultaneousroeace)

Steps
Before your sessit

1. Decide what kind of link you want to practice andKk through your data for clau: s
to use for practic

During your sessic

2. Explain to the language associate (LA) what youtwamlo. Begin by using tv
sentences, then try to link them together. LetLikeorrect you

3. Listen to the LA link the clauses, then repeatdbetenct
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4. Substitute other clauses, using the LA's linkinigga. Adjust your pattern accord ng
to the LA's suggestions or changes. If the LA gi@s more than one pattern for e
same type of linking, work until you understand #agiation and when to ust.

5. Record the LA saying all the linking sentences yauked on
After your sessic

6. Listen to the tape and practice saying the seng

After your sessic

7. Try to use the construction in conversation, andgitention to whether or not it
easily understood. Adjust accordin

See also

« Keywords:accurac, conjunction, drills, techniques for language learn

Example: The Linking Drill technique

Steps
Follow these steps to use the Linking Drill techua

1. You decide that you want to work on cause/effedtdi You look through your de¢
and find the following clauses that might be use

She fell down the stair

She dropped the pc

The thunder crashe

The dog is running

There has been no rain for six mont
We have no vegetabl

2. You explain to the LA that you want to learn howlitik two clauses together by their
relationship to each oth

You begin by saying: “Because she fell down thestéhen she dropped the pi
The LA corrects you by saying: “Because she felidaohe stairs she dropped the Jot.

3. You listen to the LA link the clauses and then yepeat the senten
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4. You try linking two more clauses: “Because the themcrashed, the doc
running.”He also gives you the alternative:” Thgd®running because the thur r
crashed.

You repeat it, and ask if there is a differencenganing. The LA says there is
difference, either way is fine. You also ask whigdly he or she would say it. He s ays
that he would normally say it the second way. So ssume that this is the praec
usage

You then try: We have no vegetables because tleerdden no rain for six mont
5. You record the LA saying all the senten

6. You listen to the recording and practice all of $eatences until you can ea
produce the new constructio

7. You try to use the construction in conversatiord aate when you are correctec r
not easily understood. You make adjustments asak

The Pronominal Reference Drill technique

Introduction

With the Pronominal Reference Drill technique, ywactice the correct selection i
placement of pronouns in senten

Objectives
« To learn when to use pronouns instead of n

« To learn which pronouns are subjects and whiclobyects (if there are differe
sets

Steps
Before your sessit
1. Look through your data and write down all the pram®you have learne
2. Build a set of sentences where you think a prons@appropriate
During your sessic

3. Use the set of sentences for your language asedqtidj. Note the LA's correctio
or additions to your constructions, and when @pgropriate to use the
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4. Substitute other constructions until you use alphonouns you kno

5. Ask the LA to add other pronouns. If a different eepronouns is used in the obj ct
position, repeat steps 1 throug

After your sessic

6. Drill the correct usage of pronouns until you feeinfortable using thet

See also

« Keywords:drills, pronoun, techniques for language learn

The Single Sentence Pattern Practice technique

Introduction

With the Single Sentence Pattern Practice technigpueconcentrate on the structi
pattern of one type of sentence at a't

Objectives

« To improve your ability to produce a given sentepattern without hesitation
without getting the words in the wrong or

« To gain new vocabula

« To formulate some "rules” about the structure efldinguage, whether consciously or
unconsciously, while learning how the language \s

Steps
Before your sessit
1. Select a particular sentence pattern you wantdotioe
During your sessic
2. Have the language associate (LA) give you severaksces of the same ty
After your sessic
3. Line up the sentences, so that the words in the slots are alignec
4. Write a rule which describes the struct

5. Make different sentences by changing the wordberstots
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6. Choose an activity where you have to use the fon@aningfully
Variations

You can use one variation of this technique withtar or a very sophisticated LA. (S :e:
Madsen, Bowen, and Hilferty 19). The tutor or LA prepares a sheet of wri
sentences, some grammatically correct and someewitins. The LA then reads
sertences, allowing the student to decide whether eaehs correct or no

Discussior. Some will disapprove of this variation becaugatroduces errors. Tt
disapproval stems from thinking that the studentghiremember the errors rathert in
the correct forms. One aid to overcoming this gmksi is to follow the drillwith &
discussion of why certain items are wrong, and hmwaorrect them. Another possi
option is for the student to read the exercisdberahan the LA. Then the student

not hear the LA say it incorrectly. They can theterthe correction ai have the LA reed
the corrected version. A further variation of thiercise is for the student to hear
sentences and then to correct them. For examp@esttidlent focusing on prepositi
needs to recognize when the wrong prepositionad asd tcbe able to make tl
correction

See also

« Keywords:drills, techniques for language learn

Example: Stage 2 Single Sentence Pattern Practice technique

Steps

Follow these steps to use the Single Sentencer®P&tactice technique; appropriate or
Stage Twc

1. You decide you want to drill conditional sentenoeknglish
2. You ask the LA to give you sentences beginning aitH'if clause.

3. You line up the sentences, noticing that each @asetline following two parts:

Part One Part Two

If I goto France this ye I will visit the Louvre
If it gets warm enough th I will go swimming
afternoor

If my friend does not ca | will be sad

LinguaLinks® Library Version 5.0 © 2002 SIL International



If we finist early today I will go for a walk

4. You come up with this rule: "The verb in Part Otiee(if clause) is present tense, and
the verb in Part Two is future tense." So far, thig is a hypothesis. You will have to
look for other sentences wiif to see whether it always holds ti

5. You practice this sentence structure in variouss

* You take the chart shown above and cut off theesmais in Part Two. You cut all
the sentences apart, scramble them, then try tontiaém with Part One in all the
ways that make sense. You might say, "If we firgally today, | will gt
swimming" bt probably not, "If | go to France this year, | Mok sad.

* You change the second half of the sentences tesept something you wot
actually do in that circumstance. For example, yoght say: "If we finish ear
today, | will go shopping in Oxford" or "If | go tBrance this year, | will be at
to spea French."” The point is to say something you realbyld do

* You think up different ways you could begin eachteace

- If ... I will go for a walk
- If ... I will go swimming

The Structure Contrast Drill technique

Introduction

With the Structure Contrast Drill technique, yoagdice the difference between f
similar but contrasting sentence structt

Objectives
« To improve your ability to distinguish between talosely related patter

« To produce either pattern or its contrast withagitatior

Steps
Before your sessit

1. Select two related semantic patterns: ones thatitiegent by only one grammatic |l
feature

During your sessic
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2. Ask the language associate (LA) to list other exas)pnder each of these two related
sentence

After your sessic
3. Look at the forms and try to determine the changmeanin¢and the change form.

4. Think of a way to structure an activity so you gaactice the difference between nhe
two structures in a meaningful w

See also

« Keywords:drills, techniques for language learn

Example: The Structure Contrast (Stage One) technique

Steps
Follow these steps to use the Structure Contrakhique; appropriate for Stage C
You select positive/negative forms to practicehag
« He's drinking water.
* He isn't drinking wate

2. You ask your language associate (LA) to give ytiepexamples:

Positive Negative

He's drinking wate He isn't drinking wate
She's mopping the floo She isn't mopping the floc
He's cutting the gras He isn't cutting the gras
John's studying Frenc John isn't studying Frenc

3. You try to decide: What is the change in the foffithese pairs of sentences? Wh it is
the change in the meanin

You describe the change: "The change in form istti@negative contains the w d
isn't." The change in the meaning is that thetpesiorm indicates an action tha
taking place, and the negative form indicates d@iomthat is not taking plac”

4. You practice the two types of sentences in this:Way use pictures and drawir
that depict the actions you wish to practice tajkabout. You place them in rand n
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order and then try to describe the action as eetarp comes u|

Example: The Structure Contrast (Stage Two) technique

Steps
Follow these steps to use the Structure Contrakhique

1. You discovered a second typeif sentences such as, "If | were a millionaire, | s )u
buy a Porsche

Compare: Single Sentence Pattern Practice techr

2. You chart the following sentences:

Part One Part Two

If | were a millionaire | would buy a Porsche

If you loved me we would not fight all th
time.

If we were all geniuse we would not have to study so
hard

If it were summer we could go swimmin

3. You analyze the difference from the first seif sentences. "The form of the verb; in
these second sentences differs from those in itstegfioup.

"Theif clause in these sentences describes somethinig tinatttrue, so the secc
set of sentences are not really possible occursg

4. You practice these sentences in the same way 88 ththeSingle Sentence Pattc n
Practice techniqy, (see steps # 3-5) then contrast the two typssmtence

The System Drill technique

Introduction

The System Drill technique may be used for langsagach haveconcoranc
governmer systems, in which, if you change one item in darahce, a change
required in another part of the utterance. For gotamn many European languag
when you chare the pronoun, you must also change the verb es
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These types of changes have been traditionallytipeacthrough paradigm dril
However, a system drill will enable you to haveoamudtic control of the trouble spot, 1y
incorporating several substitution dri

Objectives

« To gain control of the related changing elementsttd#rance

Guidelines

« Concentrate on meaning, not just mimicking whemgddhese drills. Use pictur:
drawings, objects, or actions to accentuate yarnlag. Do not simply read the dr Il.

* If the system is too complex to practice all at@ricy practicing two or thr
components at a time, then go on to a few ot

« Use flashcards as an aid when practicing the sydtgample, one flashcard for ei ch
person; each verb form, with appropriate persontanse. You can then place tt se
cards side by side in the order in which you wispractice then

1. Set up several Single Sentence Practice drillsfaneach structur
2. Practice each drill thoroughly in order to gain ttohof the association of the pa

3. When you feel confident that you can control eabasate drill, combine them into a
chart, showing the relation of the parts of thaeysto each other, and practice 2
entire systen

4. When you are ready, make a stimulus-responserfithich you get a cue that te s
you which part of the system to L

See also

« Keywords:drills, flashcard, paradigms (grammatici, techniques for langua
learning, tense, verbs

Example: The System Drill technique: French tenses

Introduction

Here is an example of the System Drill technides is a system drill to learn 1
French Tense System, specifically the first peydaral of the Present, Imperfect ¢
Future tenses in regular ver
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Steps
Follow these steps to use the System Drill techa
1. You set up three Single Sentence Practice dritis,for each tens
Persor Imperfect  Object

nous achetion les oeuf

we were the egg
buyinc

mangion
were eatiny
portions

were
carrying

cassion

were
breaking

comption

were
counting

2. You practice each tense, using pictures, or actirighe present tense, using eg¢ - as
props

3. You combine the three drills into one, and praciicesing props and some cont: .

Persor Pasi Presen Future Object

nous achetion acheton acheterons les oeuf

we were are buyini;  will buy the egg
buyinc

mangion mangeon ; mangerons

were eatiny are eatin  will eat

portions portons porteron:
were are will carry
carrying carrying
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cassion casson casseron

were are will break
breaking breakin(

comption  compton  compterons

were are will count
counting counting

4. You make a stimulus response drill using the tinoedw hier (yesterday)chaque
jour (every day)demair (tomorrow) to cue which tense to L

Stimulus time Response ver Object
word

yesterday-hie nous achetior les oeuf
today-aujourd'jt nous achetot les oeuf
tomorrow-demai nous achetero les oeuf
hier nous mangior les oeuf
aujourd’ju nous mangeol les oeuf
demair Nous mangercs les oeuf

The Clause Type Practice technique

Introduction

With the Clause Type Practice technique, you desarbjects or events, us
well-formed clauses of a type you wish to prac

Objectives

« To describe an object or event so the languageiass@LA) is able to guess wha it
is

« To gain confidence in using various clause typesnyktlause types are suggeste 1in
ThomsonKick-Starting your language learni (temporal, questions, possessi
locationals, clauses with indirect objects, instemtals, or goals

Steps
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Before your sessit

1. Decide what clause type you want to practice. $skeeeral objects or events
describe to the L/

During your sessic

2. Place the objects where the LA cannot see themakfxi the LA what you a
going to dc

3. Describe the first item or event by using as mdayses as possible. Allow the \
to guess what the object or even

If the LA is incorrect, describe it with a few markauses

4. After the object is known, allow the LA to lookigtto correct your clauses, ol
suggest others that might be useful. Pay attetdidne grammatical structure ¢
note if you did not use the right for

5. Continue with the next object, repeating steps @ndi) you have described
objects

6. Ask the LA to describe some objects or events to(gmes you did not choose). e
can describe as you liste

Pay special attention to the LA's clause typegpasnay discover some new way : to
express things. You may want to record this pathefsession for later referer

See also

« Keywords:clause, productiot, techniques for language learn

Example: The Clause Type Practice technique

Steps
Follow these steps to use the Clause Type Praettamique

1. You decide to work on descriptive clauses. Youdede apple, a flower, and a si :k
of firewood to study and describe for your |

2. You place the objects where the LA cannot see tlagh then you explain that y
are going to describe certain objects to him, amdwant him to guess what they . ire.

3. You describe the apple as st

+ |t feels smooth and ha
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* |t tastes sweet, with a little bit of tal
* It looks attractive and shir
« It smells slightly swee
You let the LA guess what it is, but he cannoyospadd these descriptiv
e Itisred
« It sounds crunchy when eat

4. You let the LA see the apple after he has guessedthe object. You ask him
correct your descriptive clauses, and/or make Wwis t describe i

You note that your descriptive clauses had the sgrlam@matical structure as the anes
he is using

5. You continue practicing your descriptive clauséhthe flower, and the stick
wood

6. You let the LA select an object without your knodde of it, after you ha
described the objects you brout

He does the describing while you do the gues$tag.attention to the descript
clauses he uses. You may discover some new walestwibe objects. It might
helpful to record this session, for later reviespecially if you find new descripti
patterns

The Part of Speech Placement technique

Introduction

With the Part of Speech Placement technique, yewasgous activities to help you leiirn
parts of speech and their correct placement irclnese

Objectives

* To use the correct vocabulary item (from the appate part of speech) ina giv 1
sentenc

« To place all the components of a clause or phrasigei correct ord

« To follow spoken directions involving the part giegch being practic

Steps
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Before your sessit

1. Decide on the part of speech you want to pracBeselop a practice activity that will
help you gain accuracy in using

Before your sessit
2. Gather the props you will need for your ses:
During your sessic

3. Give the language associate (LA) an object andagxplr demonstrate what you want
him or her to do with the obje

4. Use the part of speech you are practicing as yoy oat the activity you described to
the LA. Have the LA correct you when you use the paspeech incorrectl

5. After you finish with that object, you may try ahet object or go on to the n
activity.

See also

« Keywords:objec, productior, techniques for language learn, vocabular

Example: The Part of Speech Placement technique

Steps
Follow these steps to use the Part of Speechmkdeechniqur
1. You decide that you want to work on prepositiortalgses

You decide that you will describe objects which ti#ehas hidden, usir
prepositional phrases to discover their loca

2. You gather a toy car and some colored buildingkddor props

3. You give the car to the LA and ask him to hideoin®where in the room while y
step outsidt

4. You tell the LA that you are going to guess theatamn of the car. Tell the LA
correct any incorrect phrases you might

"Is it under the table?" "Nc
"Is it near the window?" "No
“Is it in the bookshelf?" "Yes
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"Is it behind a book?" "Yes
"Is it behind the blue book?" "Nt
"Is it behind the brown book?" "Ye:

5. You decide to move on to the building block acyivitou tell the LA that you wa
him to construct a "building." You then describe tonstruction

« The orange block is on the 1

* The yellow block is next to the orange bl

The green block is under the yellow and orangeks

The little blue block is next to the green bl
« The long red block is under the blue and greenks

You build another configuration and try to descnideat you have done to the L
« | placed the long red block on the bot

| turned the green and yellow blocks the oppositection on top of the red blo :k

| put the little blue block on top of the red omepetween the yellow and gre |
blocks

| put the purple block on top of the blue bl

| put the orange block on top of the purple
« Then | put the black block on the very

You feel comfortable with your usage of preposisi@md the LA did not correcty u
many times, so you feel that you have practicedighdor now

The Tense Practice technique

Introduction

With the Tense Practice technique, you use a gobopjects to help elicit sentences n a
chosen tenseUr 198¢€:94-95,197-201

Objectives

* To become familiar with expressing yourself in #agious tense
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To see general patterns and exceptions to the abhow a tense worl

To see the overall tense picture, and to work @ti§ps you have trouble wi

Guidelines

Steps

Complete the entire set of objects for each tensenysh to elicit before you swit 1
to another tense. Do not try to get every tenseiatession for one object. This cculd
be confusing to the language associate (

Use pictures of certain objects if you do not héineeobject itself. Some tenses 1 'y
be more easily elicited if you have pictures. ExiEmpor the passive tense you m ght
have a set of pictures of a table with certain fand drink items. The firpicture has
all the items in their whole state. The seconduypeeshows the items openel
consumed. Ask the LA to assume the second picsutiesi present and to desc

what has been doi

Before your sessit

1.
2.

Gather the group of objects you need to help yartnlabout tense

Decide which tenses you want to elicit and pradtieequestions needed to elicit 1e
tense clause

During your sessic

3.

Tell the LA that you want answers to questions &lsome objects you will shc
him. Ask him the same question for each i

Go through the objects again and ask another quetstielicit a different tense. |
this until you have all of the tenses you wishltoite

After your sessic

5.

See also

Go through your elicitations again and try to campewith generalizations about e:ich
tense. Note any area you need to spend more tiugriimg abour

Look for exceptions from the basic order of thiagsl compare with all of yo
collected data. Note any area you want to invegigaa later language sess

Keywords:passive voic, productior, techniques for language learn, tense
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Example: The Tense technique

Steps

Follow these steps to use the Tense techr

1.

You gather the following objects to use in yourssas: a cup, a stone, a knife, a r all,
a sheet of paper, a bottle of water, and a piegeofl

You decide to elicit the following tenses and pi@cthe corresponding questic
* Progressive: What are you doing witr
« Future: What will you do with if
« Past: What did you do with
« Passive: What was done with

You tell the LA that you want to ask some questiabsut the objects you have. Y ou
place the cup on the table and ask, "What aredging with it?'

You continue with each item, asking the same qoegtr each on
You begin with the cup again and ask, "What walliydo with it?
Then you go through each object, asking, "Whatydigd do with it?
Last, you go through asking, "What was done wigt

You go back through your material and make theofalhg generalizations about - 1e
tenses

« The progressive tense is usually expressed bydhmalforn -ing on the verb ard
arr (first person singular) before the verb ('l anotling this stone”

« The future tense is usually expressed by the inseof will before the verb (
will throw this stone"”

4/

* The past tense is sometimes expressed k-ec form on the verb; however
number of verbs do not use t-ec form but a variant form of the verb ("I thr
this stone™

J

* The passive is usually expressed by the inserfiwas before the past perfe
tense of the verb )"The stone was throw

You look back through all your data and find exaespdf the past tense, wi-ec anc
variant verb form. You decide you need to learnmteeuse which form so you |
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verbs you have and make a note to investigateabketpnse of each for your n
language sessic
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