What to look for in Mandarin phonetics

Chinese syllables are CV(N). 
· The usual approach to the phonology is to talk about initial (i.e. consonants) and final sounds.

Non-nasal initial stops are technically all unvoiced, but

· the unaspirated series can be approximated as voiced.

· The aspirated series are more heavily aspirated than are English voiceless stops.

'ts' and 'ch' are different phonemes in most mandarin dialects, as are

their non-aspirated counterparts dz and j.

Most (I think) stops, fricatives and affricates can be palatalized. This can trip up English speakers because we tend to hear the palatalized 's' as 'sh'. Your teacher should give you some minimal pairs for these, like shau3 "be few" and syau3 "be small".

Most initial sounds can also be labialized, including the palatalized

ones! This gives you interesting sounds like the labialized, palatalized s in sywe "learn".

'r' is a true retroflexed continuant and can occur as an initial or a

final. 

There is a front high rounded vowel like the u in French 'tu'. The word

'fish' is this vowel with a falling-rising tone.

