Paul-Timothy — Shepherd's Storybook — Shepherd Training, #113

Shepherd’s Storybook

For Training New Shepherds of New Congregations
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Note:

Instead of page numbers, you find sections and chapters by section numbers I, II and III, and chapter numbers 1, 2, and 3, etc. For example: II–5 means Section II, Chapter 5. The chapters in Section I are called “Discoveries,” in Section II, “Commands,” in Section III, “Ministries.”

Do not confuse the names of the persons in the story:

Old Wise is older than the rest. He is a woodworker. He visits Learner's area to start congregations.

Learner is an apprentice to Old Wise as a woodworker and later, received training from Old Wise as a new shepherd.

Sara is Learner's wife.

Deborah lives next door to Learner.

Samuel is Deborah's brother and appears only in Section III.

Helper is Learner's brother and lives in another, nearby community.

Rachel is Helper's wife.

Old Foolish lives in the area and fakes conversion during the story.

Caregiver is Old Foolish’s brother-in-law and is wiser. He lives near Helper. 

Carmen is Old Caregiver's wife.

Jacob is an elder in Learner's church and owns a store.

Sapphire is an employee in Jacob's store

Joseph is an elder in a new church, in Section III.

Lisa is Joseph's wife.

Ruth, a newlywed, appears in Section III.

Tobias is Ruth's drug-crazed husband.

CONTENTS

Use this list of contents as you would options in the training menu.

If the current need is to evangelize, select items in Section I, Discoveries.

If the current need is to establish a new church, use Section II, Commands.

If the most urgent need is to train leaders of a church, use Section III, Ministries.
INTRODUCTION
For Whom Is This Book?



 HYPERLINK  \l "WhyUse" 

Why Use Stories?

How to Use this Book
Section I: HELP PEOPLE DISCOVER the Lord JESUS CHRIST
Chapters in Section I are Discoveries:

I–1 Discovery 1: Find the True Meaning of Life (God loves us and wants us to enjoy Him forever)

I–2 Discovery 2: Turn Back to the One True God (Leave idols or whatever replaces the One Triune God.)

I–3 Discovery 3: Find Pardon and Life in the Lord Jesus (trust in His work, His death and resurrection)

I–4 Discovery 4: Escape the Powers of Evil and Death (The Lord Jesus conquers death and demons)

I–5 Discovery 5: Discern Important Things in Life (Turn from sin, seek things of eternal value)

I–6 Discovery 6: Find True Goodness (Men who say they are good also need God’s forgiveness)

I–7 Discovery 7: Find Abundant Life in the Lord Jesus (Show faith by obeying, beginning with baptism)

I–8. Discovery 8: Become a Follower of the Lord Jesus (Meet, know and follow the risen Lord Jesus Christ)
Section II: ESTABLISH CONGREGATIONS THAT OBEY THE LORD JESUS CHRIST 
Chapters in Section II are the Lord Jesus Christ's Seven basic Commands.
II–1. Command of the Lord Jesus #1: Repent, Believe, and Receive the Holy Spirit (salvation)

II–2. Command of the Lord Jesus #2: Baptize new Believers (Then live the holy life in the Lord Jesus that it initiates)

II–3. Command of the Lord Jesus #3: Make Disciples of the Lord Jesus (Teach obedience to the Lord Jesus and the Word of God)

II–4. Command of the Lord Jesus #4: Love (Love God and love people, serve the needy, forgive even your enemies)

II–5. Command of the Lord Jesus #5: Pray (Praise God, confess sin, pray for others, heal the sick, give thanks for all things and engage in spiritual warfare)

II–6. Command of the Lord Jesus #6: Break Bread, celebrate the Lord’s Supper, worship God in spirit)

II–7. Command of the Lord Jesus #7: Give (Be good stewards of all that God gives us)

Section III: DEVELOP THE FOUNDATIONAL MINISTRIES OF THE CHURCH


Chapters in Section III are ministries required by the New Testament of every church:

III–1 Ministry 1: Take the Good News about the Lord Jesus to Others and Baptize New Believers
III–2 Ministry 2: Build Up the Body of Christ by Using our Spiritual Gifts to Serve One Another
III–3 Ministry 3: Worship God and Commemorate the Lord’s Supper
III–4 Ministry 4: Study, Teach and Most Importantly Obey the Word of God
III–5 Ministry 5: Establish New Congregations
III–6 Ministry 6: Train Shepherds (Shepherding Elders) and Other Co-workers who Lead the Church and Ministry
III–7 Ministry 7: Help Fellowship and Body Life Within and Among Congregations to Grow and Develop
III–8 Ministry 8: Visit and Counsel People with Personal or Family Problems

III–9 Ministry 9: Strengthen Marriages, and the Faith of Entire Families

III–10 Ministry 10: Care for the Sick, Needy, and Mistreated

III–11 Ministry 11: Become like the Lord Jesus Christ and Maintain Discipline in the Church Body
III–12 Ministry 12: Talk with God (pray, Intercede)
III–13 Ministry 13: Be Good Stewards of God’s Resources

III–14 Ministry 14: Send Out Evangelistic Workers as Teams
SECTION IV: BIBLE STORIES FROM THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS
This fairly complete list of Bible stories in historical order deals with all major doctrines and church activities, and shows how the Old Testament events prophetically illustrate New Testament truths.

SECTION V: TOPICAL INDEX




Introduction

For Whom Is This Book?

Shepherd’s Storybook is written in simple language for people who…

· may not have the Bible in their language

· need training urgently

· cannot afford to pay for training or leave the area in which they serve
· prefer simple stories to long, complicated sermons.

Why Use Stories?
Shepherd’s Storybook explains great doctrines and important church activities from the Bible that Christians throughout the ages have believed and practiced. The narrative approach to biblical truth—instead of traditional systematic analysis —helps new believers and those who lead churches to not only correctly interpret the Bible but also to follow the example of the Lord Jesus in completely obeying the word of God for the sake of others.
All basic Bible truths grow out of historical events. The inspired comments of the prophets and apostles about these events give us basic Christian theology. The Holy Spirit uses these historical narratives to bring people to repentance, transform them, and provide models for church ministries.

The Bible lays the historical foundation for our beliefs and church practices. The books of Romans and Hebrews, for example, were written to people who already knew the Bible stories upon which their instruction is based. In the Old Testament those historical events included Adam and Eve and their failure to listen and obey God, God’s promise to Abraham to bless all the families of the earth, Abraham’s offering of Isaac, Moses and the law, Aaron as the original high priest, and King David’s  victories over their foreign enemies. New Testament events include the birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus, and the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost —plus many more.

List of Bible Stories

For a fairly complete list of stories in the Bible, see the Section IV “Bible Stories from the Old and New Testaments”. It lists Bible stories in historical order, deals with all major doctrines and shows how Old Testament events prophetically illustrate New Testament truths.

How to Use This Book

If You Train New Shepherds

Read and discuss the stories from the Bible with the new shepherds that you train. If the Bible is not translated into their language, tell the stories to them. Ask them to tell the stories to their people. Ask them also to follow the instructions spoken in this “Shepherd’s Storybook” by “Old Wise,” and to avoid the errors voiced by “Old Foolish.” These characters, along with “Learner,” “Helper” and others, are not real people. They represent types of people mentioned in the Bible. The biblical characters mentioned in this “Shepherd’s Storybook,” however, were real people.

All student co-workers must shepherd a flock (congregation) while they study. This flock can be:

· a church, 

· a task group that is training church leaders or establishing a new church,

· a small group that is a tiny church within a larger one. In the beginning the small group might consist only of one’s own family, but it must have the intention to eventually grow into a small church. 

If You Are a New Shepherd

Read and learn the stories, especially the Bible stories. Tell them to new believers and their families and friends. Encourage them to do what Old Wise says, but warn them not to do what Old Foolish says.

Select Chapters in this Book that Deal with the Immediate Needs and Opportunities

“Shepherd’s Storybook” has three sections. Start with the Section that fits your present need.

To present and introduce the Lord Jesus Christ, use Section I, Help People to Discover the Lord Jesus Christ.

To establish or renew congregations, use Section II, Establish Congregations that Obey the Lord Jesus.

To train shepherds, use Section III, Develop the Basic Ministries of the Church.

If you Teach in a Bible School or seminary
“Shepherds’ Storybook” was not written to serve as a textbook in a school. It was written to help you train new shepherds who serve new congregations. If you use it as a textbook, then you must do more than have students read it and write examinations. Rather, they must also start or shepherd a flock, as part of the course. 

Instead of only giving examinations, ask students to write reports on what they have taught and done with their flocks, and what their people have done.
“The apostles gathered together with Jesus; and they reported to Him all that they had done and taught.” Mark 6:30
There are 85 exercises in this “Shepherd’s Storybook.” Each exercise can become the basis of a practical work assignment. You must not simply give lectures about material in this book. You must spend time with every student co-worker to help the co-worker plan ministry activities for the next two weeks or so, and listen to the co-worker’s reports and questions.

Section I
Help People to Discover the Lord Jesus Christ

Chapters in Section I are Discoveries. Put a check mark  by those that are being practiced by your people to your satisfaction:

I–1 Discovery 1 Find the True Meaning of Life (God loves us and wants us to enjoy Him forever)

I–2 Discovery 2 Turn Back to the One True God (Leave idols or whatever replaces the one Triune God)

I–3 Discovery 3 Find Pardon and Life in the Lord Jesus (Trust in His work, His death and resurrection)

I–4 Discovery 4 Escape the Powers of Evil and Death (The Lord Jesus conquers death and demons)

I–5 Discovery 5 Discern Important Things in Life (Turn from sin, seek things of eternal value)
I–6 Discovery 6 Find True Goodness (Men who say they are good also need God’s forgiveness)

I–7 Discovery 7 Find Abundant Life in the Lord Jesus (Show faith by obeying, beginning with baptism)

I–8. Discovery 8: Become a Follower of the Lord Jesus (Meet, know and follow the risen Lord Jesus Christ)
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Mathew 7:24-27
The Lord Jesus told a story about two builders. One was wise and built his house on rock. The other was foolish and built on sand. Let me introduce you to a man who is like the wise man in the Lord Jesus’ story. He likes to hear God’s word and put it into practice. We call him Old Wise. He arrives by bus in Learner’s community, where he stays with a cousin and goes out and shares the Good News about the Lord Jesus with others.

Old Wise comes to see Learner’s new woodworking shop. “You have done well, Learner. This is a fine new shop. I'm proud of you!” 

“You taught me well when I worked for you last year,” Learner replies, “Now business is very good thanks to you. But I'm afraid I was not always a very good student.”

“You refused to listen when I told you the wonderful news about another carpenter, the Lord Jesus.” 

Learner frowns. “That religious talk was always difficult for me, Old Wise. You used words that were difficult to understand.” 

 “Here, let me use this sandpaper and help you sand that table,” Old Wise offers. “You are right. I was always arguing with you and trying to force my beliefs on you. But I've learned a better way to share the Good News about God. Let me tell you the truth about God with a story, like the Lord Jesus did. Stories are easy to understand and remember. You can repeat them to your family and friends. Bible stories are not like the stories that men make up to entertain their friends and children. They are real things that happened in history.”

Another friend of Learner arrives. Old Foolish is a salesman for a company that sells everything except what you need. He is like the foolish builder in the Lord Jesus’ story. He likes to do things his own way. Old Foolish interrupts. “Learner, this man is teaching something strange. We do not need any foreign religion here. We do not need to change the way we have always lived. Now listen to me. I have a new scented soap you should buy, with the fragrance of roses. Here, smell it.”

Learner pays no attention to Old Foolish. He knows in his heart that there is some emptiness and confusion. He wants to know more about God. He listens carefully to Old Wise.
I–1 — Discovery 1
Find the True Meaning of Life

 (God loves us and wants us to enjoy Him forever)

Old Wise tells Learner the story of The Prodigal Son who repents and finds forgiveness, in Luke 15:11-32. 

Exercises
Please read this story in Luke 15:11-32, or ask your student  to read it aloud to everyone. If you do not have the Bible in your language, ask someone tell it to you from a Bible in another language. It is necessary that you read or have someone tell you all of the Bible texts that we ask you to in this book. Otherwise, these studies will be of very little use.

As you read or listen to this story in Luke 15:11-32 find what Learner discovered:

· How did the son cause pain for his father by the way he lived?

· How did the son later show remorse about his foolish behavior?

· How did his father treat him when he arrived home again with a repentant heart?
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“Learner” Old Wise explains, “We are all like the prodigal son. We have forgotten our father in heaven. We have done foolish things with our lives. God is waiting for us to repent with His arms open, ready to forgive us and welcome us with a great celebration, to welcome His lost children as we return to our true and eternal home.”

Learner stops sanding the table to consider what Old Wise said. Old Foolish, however, picks up his box of soap and starts out the door. He scoffs, “Do you really think God has parties? I think He has better ways to spend His time!”

Old Wise assures him. “Oh yes, the Lord Jesus talked about joyful occasions and enjoyed them. If we ask him in Jesus’ name, God will gladly forgive us and send the Holy Spirit to help us turn from our old life, to join the greatest celebration of all. Because of the Lord Jesus’ death and resurrection, God forgives us and receives us with joy, as lost children that have come back home. He said that being in heaven with Him is like a great wedding feast.”

Old Wise tells Learner about Creation and Adam and Eve’s failure to listen and obey God
Exercise
Please find now in this story in Genesis chapters 1 through 3,  the answers to the questions that Old Wise asks Learner: 
· Why did Adam and Eve suddenly become very afraid of God? 

· What was God doing when He found Adam and Eve in the garden? 

· What did God promise to do to the enemy of the human race? 

· Where did God send the couple because of their disobedience?

Old Wise explains while he helps Learner finish building the new table. “God at first walked and talked with Adam and Eve. He created people to walk and talk with Him like friends. He did not create them to suffer and be afraid, nor to feel lost or confused. People were designed to live with God, enjoying all that he created. God wanted people to love Him freely, because love cannot be forced. God allowed Adam and Eve to choose their own path to follow. They chose to go their own way, which was the way of God’s enemy Satan, instead of obeying God. He had to send them out of His paradise.”
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“Oh, how sad!”

“Human history also shows us that men live far away from God now. We lost our friendship with Him. The world is full of death and violence. Without God, we live in great spiritual danger. God promised to conquer our enemy Satan and sent a champion to rescue us from death and evil. The Lord Jesus paid for our rebellion with His death and made it possible for us to return to God with His resurrection. Through The Lord Jesus, we can go back to our true home with God.”

After discussing the story, Old Wise asks Learner, “Do you see now the meaning for our lives? God wants us to live in a loving relationship with Him. Would you like to know more stories about God, and tell them to your family?” Learner agrees and Old Wise suggests, “Here is a verse for us to memorize together in John 1:9. We shall meet again next week!”
“There was the true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man.”

 John 1:9

Exercise
· Please memorize together John 1:9. 

· Find in Romans 5:12 what passed on from Adam to all his sinful descendants.

· Find in Romans 5:13-21 how the first Adam contrasts with the 'final Adam'.
I–2 — Discovery 2
Turn Back to the One True God

(Leave idols or whatever replaces the one true, triune God)
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 The following week Old Wise returns to Learner’s woodworking shop. He helps Learner finish making a new set of chairs. Old Foolish arrives with an armload of small statues and tells Learner, “These have power to keep evil away from your house,” he explains. “Buy one.”

Old Wise says, “They look like idols to me.” 

Old Foolish replies, “Oh, no! They are simply to beautify your house and keep evil away.” 

“Idols only bring misery to a house,” Old Wise tells him, “Surely you can sell something else to make a living.”

“I have to sell these! I make more money selling them than from any other merchandise.” 

Learner asks, “Why are they so bad, Old Wise?

Old Wise answers, “I shall tell you about Elijah and the Prophets of Baal, to answer your question about idols and explain why we must turn back to the one true God and worship Him alone.”

Exercise
Please find in this story in 1 Kings 18:1-46 what Learner and Old Wise find:
· Why did trouble come to the country of Israel?

· What was the contest that the prophet Elijah arranged between the idolatrous prophets of Baal and the one true God? 

· What answer did the prophets of Baal receive, and what answer did Elijah receive?

· Who is the one true God?

Old Wise explains the story: “Many people in ancient Israel set up images so that they could have visible gods that belonged to them. They turned away from the one true God, and trouble came upon their country. We also set up gods for ourselves and trouble comes to us, because we turn away from our one true God. Only the true God rules over the earth, the heavens, and all the nations of the world. He can not be owned, controlled or bound by any country’s borders. He is always calling to us to come back to Him.”

“Wait a moment!” Old Foolish protests, “That may be the right way for you, but not for me. My ancestors always worshiped the spirits that correspond to these images! I will follow their way.”

Old Wise says, “Let me tell you about The Samaritan Woman at the Well who followed the way of her ancestors, but found a better way.”

Exercise
Please find now in this story in John 4:4-42 what Old Wise explained: 
· What did the Lord Jesus offer to give to the Samaritan woman at the well? 

· What convinced the woman that the Lord Jesus was a prophet of God? 

· Who did the Lord Jesus say He was? 

· What happened when the woman told her people about the Lord Jesus? 

Old Wise explains the story to Learner and Old Foolish, while he works on the chairs. “The Lord Jesus once talked to a woman by a well in a foreign country. He offered to give her water that would satisfy her so much she would never thirst again. The woman did not understand that he meant water that brings a new kind of life that we have never seen before. We look for it, but we cannot find it. 

“The woman asked the Lord Jesus if He was greater than her ancestors were who had dug the well and taught her people to worship God. The Lord Jesus told her that He was the one sent by God to show everyone how to truly worship God. This kind of worship satisfies us in a way that nothing else can. It gives us a new life that we never knew was possible.” 

Learner says, “I’d like to know more about the Lord Jesus.” Old Wise tells Learner, “I will help you to take some simple steps of obedience toward God. Will you talk to the one true God with me and ask Him to forgive you for turning away from Him?”

“You mean pray? I’m not ready yet. I don’t know how to pray.”

“Would you like to hear more stories like these and tell them to your family? Let us both memorize a command from the Bible that reminds us to worship the one true God. It is in Mark 12:29-30.”
“‘Which commandment is the most important of all?’  ‘This is most important,’ Jesus answered, ‘Listen Israel! The Lord our God, the Lord is One. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and with all your strength.’” 
Mark 12: 29-30
Exercise
Please read and memorize Mark 12:29-30 now. 

As the three men continue to talk about God in Learner's shop, Old Foolish asks, “Why do you say 'the one true God'? The Muslims, Buddhists and Hindus worship other gods, do they not? Are there not many gods?”

“There is only one true God. The other spirits that some people call gods are beings that God created. In the Bible they are sometimes called ‘angels.’ The evil spirits were once angels. They followed the devil, Satan, and rebelled against the most high and holy God. He drove them out of His holy presence, out of heaven. They did not obey God because they do not love God. To love and obey God is more important than anything else is. We cannot love Him if we have other gods we follow and depend on. Our salvation depends on our being united with the Lord Jesus, just as He is one with God the Father.”

“How can Jesus be one with God the Father?” Old Foolish asks. “I do not understand.”

“The Almighty God does not require us to understand Him. It is enough to know that He is revealed in the Bible as three Persons one God. These three are Father, Son and Holy Spirit in one God. There is only one true God.”

“But you must add the three persons. You add one, two, three and get three gods.”

“No! We do not add them. It would be more accurate to multiply them, if you must try to explain the mystery mathematically. One multiplied by one is one. And multiplied again by one is still one. This is because the Son eternally proceeds from the Father. The Lord Jesus explained in John 15:26 about the Holy Spirit, 
“When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me.” John 15:26

Old Foolish picks up his statues and leaves.

Exercise
Please memorize together John 15:26 now. 
I–3 — Discovery 3
Find Forgiveness and Life
in the Death and Resurrection of the Lord Jesus
(Trust in His work, His death and resurrection, not in our human efforts)

The next week, Old Wise again visits Learner at his shop and helps him polish a new desk. Learner says, “I told my family those stories. They liked them, but my father says we have other good teachers besides Jesus.” Old Wise answers, “We have other good teachers but they are not like the Lord Jesus. Let me tell you about the Lord Jesus’ Arrest and Trial, from Matthew 26:31-56. 

[image: image3.png]



Exercise
Please read Matthew 26:31-56 and find what Old Wise describes: 
· What were the Lord Jesus’ words of submission when He prayed about His approaching death? 

· How did Judas betray the Lord Jesus? 

· When did the other disciples abandon him?

· What reason did the priests use to condemn the Lord Jesus? 
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Old Wise explains as they work on the desk, “We are separated from God by our sin. Nevertheless, God loved the world so much that He sent His son to bring us back to Him. He made the world, but the world did not recognize Him. John 3:16; and John 1:10 explain this. His own disciples betrayed and abandoned Him. Even though He was a holy and innocent man, the priests of God’s temple condemned Him to die. Like the Lord Jesus’ own people, we have all rejected Him because we have all sinned against God. However, the Lord Jesus loves us so much that He chose to die for us. He not only was our teacher but He also saved us from God’s punishment for our sins.”

Old Foolish arrives at the door of the shop and shouts, “Look what I have today. Buy one of these bone-handled nutcrackers.”

They pay no attention. Old Wise tells the story of The Death and Resurrection of the Lord Jesus.
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Exercise
 Please find in Luke chapters 23 and 24 what Old Wise narrates:
· What happened at the moment that the Lord Jesus died, to show how important His death was? 

· What did the angels say to the women who looked for the Lord Jesus on the third day after He died? 

· When did the men walking to Emmaus finally recognize the Lord Jesus? 

· What were the Lord Jesus’ last instructions to His disciples? 

Old Wise tells Learner and Old Foolish, “The day the Lord Jesus died the sun went dark at about twelve noon (sixth hour according to the Jewish time system) until about three O’ clock in the afternoon (ninth hour), and the Temple curtain was torn open (Mathew 27:45 & verse 51). The Lord Jesus was buried and stayed dead until the third day. The most holy God would not allow this truly good and innocent man to remain dead.”

“Jesus was weak!” Old Foolish exclaims, “He could not stop people from killing Him!”

“He could have stopped them but the Lord Jesus died willingly. He took our place on the cross. On the third day God raised Him from the dead. He came back to His disciples and they touched Him and ate with Him. They worshiped Him, calling Him ‘Lord’ and ‘God’ in John 20:28. His resurrection broke the power of death. No other man has ever defeated death like that.”
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Old Wise asks Learner, “Will you simply obey God? Do you see now that the Lord Jesus is greater than anyone else is who ever lived? Will you ask God to save you from death and give you a new life in the power of Jesus’ name? Here is a verse about the Lord Jesus to memorize with your family: John 3:16.”
“For God loved the world in this way: He gave His One and Only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish, but have eternal life.” John 3:16

Learner quickly memorizes it. When Old Wise starts to leave, Learner remarks, “I can tell these stories to my family now. Can we meet again soon to talk about the Lord Jesus again?”

Exercise
Please memorize together John 3:16, and help your family and friends to memorize it also. 
I–4 — Discovery 4
Escape the Powers of Evil and Death
(The Lord Jesus conquers death and demons)

A week later, Old Wise is again helping Learner in the woodworking shop. Old Foolish arrives out of breath. “Bad news, Learner! Your brother who lives down the river was killed in a bus wreck!” 

Learner drops the furniture polish and sits in silence. Old Wise sits beside him, praying for him during a long moment of silence. Learner sobs, “Oh no! Why does God let such evil happen? What comfort can I give his family?” Old Wise tells his friend about the Lord Jesus’ Power over Death.
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 Exercise

Please find in John 11:17-44 what Old Wise explains: 
· How did the Lord Jesus feel about the death of His friend Lazarus? 

· What did the Lord Jesus tell Martha would happen to those who believed in Him?

· What happened to dead Lazarus when the Lord Jesus called him?

Old Wise explains, as the three men sit in Learner’s shop. “The Lord Jesus also had a very good friend who died. The Lord Jesus was very sad. God does not like to see people suffer. The Lord Jesus came to put all things right. He told Martha that Lazarus would come back to life again, because Lazarus believed in the Lord Jesus. He is the resurrection and the life. He prayed to God and then called Lazarus in the tomb. Lazarus came out of the tomb alive. 

Old Foolish asks, “But what power does the Lord Jesus have to give life now?”

 “The Lord Jesus showed everyone that He has power over death. When He died and came back to life on the third day, He gave a new life to all that believe in Him. This life never ends because we have God’s Spirit in us.”

Old Wise tells about The Man Tormented by Demons, who met the Lord Jesus.

Exercise
Please find in Mark 5:1-20 the answers to these questions that Old Wise asks Learner: 
· What did the bad spirits make the man do to himself? 

· What did the bad spirits say to the Lord Jesus? 

· What did the Lord Jesus do for the man? 

· What did the Lord Jesus tell the man to do after he was healed? 
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Old Wise explains, “The Lord Jesus is the Son of God. His very nature is that of God. Philippians 2:6 explains this. The unclean spirits made the man cry out and cut himself. He was so strong that no one could control him. When the Lord Jesus came, they recognized Him as the Son of God. The man knelt before the Lord Jesus and the spirits begged to be sent into the pigs. The Lord Jesus sent the spirits out of the man, and they went. The Lord Jesus healed the man completely. Then He sent the man home to tell his family what God had done for him.”

Old Foolish leaves without a word and Old Wise continues, “When the Lord Jesus went up into heaven, He sent His Spirit to live in the people that trust Him. The Spirit of God is powerful and protects us from evil. He gives us a new life that is eternal and holy. He helps us tell other people the good news about the Lord Jesus.”

Old Wise asks Learner, “Now, do you want to pray to God in Jesus’ name and ask Him to change your life? He will. Here is a verse to help you explain the story to your family: John 11:25. This is the hope you can give your family.” Learner still does not want to pray, but he memorizes the verse.

“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in Me, even if he dies, will live’” 
John 11:25
Exercise
Please memorize together John 11:25.
I-5 — Discovery 5
Discern the Important Things in Life

 (Turn from sin and seek things of eternal value rather than perishable things)

Old Wise returns the following week to visit Learner but does not find him at home or in his shop. Finally, he meets him on the street. Learner apologizes, “Old Wise, since my brother’s funeral I have been too busy to think about God. Maybe in a month or two…” 

“I know you are busy, but you must not let the worries of this life make you forget the relationship that is most important. Let me tell you about Noah and the Great Flood.”
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Exercise
Please find in Genesis 6:5-22 what Old Wise explains: 
· How did God feel about what the people were doing in the time of Noah?

· Why did God save Noah and his family? 

· What did Noah do, to obey God? 

They walk to Learner’s shop and begin to work on a door. Old Wise explains the flood: “The Lord Jesus says that the people in Noah’s day were living their normal lives, in Luke 17:27. They forgot God and became wicked and violent. God waited patiently for them to repent, but they ignored God. God is holy. He does not tolerate sin. The sin and violence He saw in Noah’s time made him sad and angry. He decided to destroy the people of the world.”

“All of them?”

“Almost. Noah was the only man who listened to God. Noah trusted God although he could not see Him. He spent 120 years building the big boat although he could not see any water that would cause it to float. God saved Noah, because he believed God and obeyed Him. God destroyed the earth with a flood, but saved Noah and his family inside the boat.

Old Foolish stops at the door, listening. Old Wise explains, “Today we are like the people of Noah’s time. We ignore God and become full of sin and violence. Our sin makes God sad and angry. We will all be destroyed by death if we do not enter the safe place God has given us. That safe place is like the big boat. It is the Lord Jesus. We are safe in the Lord Jesus’ hands if we believe.”
Old Foolish protests, “But Learner is not doing anything evil! Why does he need a safe place to hide? He needs more money! Here, look what I brought. It’s a candy machine. Put a coin in here, turn this knob and out comes the candy. Buy it, Learner, for your woodworking shop. People will come for candy and you will get lots of money. Money is the most important thing.”

Old Wise tells Old Foolish, “I’d like to tell you the Lord Jesus’ story of The Foolish Rich Man.”

Exercise
· [image: image24.png]


Please find the Lord Jesus’ warning in Luke 12:13-21 for people who seek only more wealth.

Old Wise asks Old Foolish, who is still holding his candy machine. “Do you see that the rich man was just doing his ordinary business? But he was placing more importance on his crops and barns than on knowing God. Death came when he was not expecting it. He was not prepared for death. The Lord Jesus says that He will return to the earth again. Some people will be doing their ordinary business like the people of Noah’s day. They will not be ready for the Lord Jesus when He arrives. They will be destroyed like the people caught by the flood. But those who belong to the Lord Jesus will be safe.”

Old Foolish walks away laughing, but Learner responds: “Old Wise, I have been forgetting God. Pray with me so that I can ask for forgiveness in Jesus’ name.” After they pray he says, “I should have prayed with you long ago. I feel relieved. I will tell these stories to my family to help them remember their relationship with God. Do you have another Bible verse for me to memorize?”

“Learn Romans 6:23. Can we meet again soon?”

“Yes. Tonight. Please eat dinner at my house. My wife Sara wants to know you, too.”
“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 6:23
Exercise
· Memorize together Romans 6:23, about the most valuable gift in the world.
I–6 — Discovery 6
 Find True Goodness

(Men who say they are good also need God’s forgiveness)

After a good meal at Learner house, he tells Old Wise, “Sara wanted me to ask you a question. Something bothers her.”

“With your permission, Learner, I’d like to hear Sara explain her concern herself.”

Sara blushes. “You said that Learner needs forgiveness for some things. But Learner is not a bad person. He does his duties as a father and husband. He’s good to his friends. Is not that enough for a person to be right with God?”

“Let me tell you about The Corrupt Tax Collector.” After telling the story, Old Wise asks questions to see if Learner and his wife Sara understood.
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Exercise
Please find in Luke 19:1-10 what Learner found:
· How did the Lord Jesus notice that Zacheus  wanted to meet Him? 

· How did the Lord Jesus treat this corrupt tax collector? 

· How did Zacheus treat the Lord Jesus? 

· The Lord Jesus did not condemn the man like others did. What did Zacheus say he would do, in gratitude?

After that, Old Wise explains about Zacheus: “The Lord Jesus always comes to those who are looking for him. He changes their hearts. We can never be very good people by our own efforts. Some people think they are good but are too proud to see their own sin. When the Lord Jesus comes into our lives, He gives us His goodness. Like Zacheus, we show him our gratitude with our actions and our love by our obedience.”

“I still feel puzzled,” Sara says. “What about my religious uncle? The priest gives him prayers that he goes and repeats many times a day! Does he also need to be saved by the Lord Jesus?”

“Yes. We do not please God by following a set of rules or simply doing religious duties. Let me tell you about The Priest and the Tax Collector.” 

Exercise
Please find what Learner and Sara found in Luke 18:9-14: 
· To what kind of people did the Lord Jesus tell this story about the bad tax collector? 

· What attitude did the religious man in the story have towards God? 

· What attitude did the tax collector have? 

· Which man pleased God and became truly good? 

Old Wise thanks Sara for the good meal. She replies, “Thank you, Old Wise, for the Bible story. I understand a lot better now. God forgives even bad people.”

Learner says to Old Wise, “Please explain how such a short prayer could make that man good.”

“Only God makes us truly good. When we are honest with Him about our sin and trust Him to forgive us in Jesus’ name, His spirit comes to us to make us truly good. We can be very religious like the man in the story, but that alone does not please God. Our repentance and trust are what please Him.”

As Old Wise leaves, he tells Learner, “I think Sara is responding to the good news about the Lord Jesus Christ. I hope you will talk to her about it. If you think she is ready, you can pray with her for forgiveness in Jesus’ name, just as I have prayed with you.”

“I will talk to her tonight. Please come back in the morning if you can.”
I–7 — Discovery 7
Find Abundant Life in the Lord Jesus
(Show new faith by obeying, beginning with baptism)

The next morning Old Wise returns to Learner’s house. Soon after, Old Foolish appears at the door holding several camouflage colored, winter boots. “Learner, buy a pair of boots for your wife Sara!” 

[image: image25.png]


Learner laughs. “We have something more important to talk about than boots. My family and I are obeying the Lord Jesus. I hope you will also, Old Foolish.”

“I have thought about it. I follow Him in my own way. Do not get too fanatical about it, Learner. Some people say that all you have to do to go to heaven is believe in the Lord Jesus. Nothing more. I shall do that.”

“I said we will also obey Him.”

“You cannot. He said to love even your enemies. That is crazy!”

Old Wise disagrees. “No. Belief is only the start. God wants you to confirm your trust with simple obedience. The story of The Ethiopian Government Worker will help you all to understand.”

Exercise
Please find in Acts 8:26-38:
· Who did the Ethiopian read about in the Old Testament scriptures, which were written hundreds of years before the Lord Jesus Christ was born? 

· What things did those scriptures from the Old Testament predict about the Lord Jesus? 

· What did the Ethiopian do to show that he believed in the Lord Jesus? 

Old Wise explains to Learner, Sara and Old Foolish, as they sit in Learner’s house: “The Scripture that the Ethiopian read was Isaiah chapter 53. It was written centuries before the Lord Jesus was born, but it told what the Lord Jesus would do. It said that we are like sheep that have wandered off from God in our sin. We deserve death, but the Lord Jesus took all our sin, our illness, our suffering, and our death on His own shoulders. Because He suffered and died, we are freed from sin and death.” 

Sara brings some tea and Old Wise continues to explain: “The Ethiopian believed in what the Lord Jesus had done for him. To show his faith, he immediately asked Philip to baptize him there near the road, where he had seen water. Baptism shows that the Holy Spirit has united us with the Lord Jesus Christ in His death, as Colossians 2:12 and Romans chapter 6 each reveal. Our life of sin dies with the Lord Jesus. By faith, we also join in His resurrection and begin a new life that is eternal and holy. His Spirit comes to live in us.”

Old Foolish frowns. “That is ridiculous! We do not need water to make us holy! For that we do lengthy meditation. I will sell you a book by a Buddhist monk on how to meditate. Here, look at it.”

Old Wise tells about Naaman the Leper. He asks questions to help them understand.
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Exercise
Please find in 2 Kings 5:1-14: 
· What did Naaman do to show his faith? 

· The river water itself did not wash away Naaman’s leprosy. God did that. But how did God use the water to bring Naaman to trust Him? 

Old foolish fails to sell his book and leaves the house. Old Wise explains to Learner and Sara: “God tells us to be baptized in water. Like Naaman’s washing and the Ethiopian’s baptism, our baptism in water shows our faith. It is the first thing we do to obey God. Baptism shows that God has washed all our sins away with the blood of the Lord Jesus, as Acts 22:16 reveals. 1 John 1:7 also assures us of God’s washing.”

Learner and Old Wise walk to the shop, talking about baptism. “Learner, God wants you to take this step of obedience, along with your family. You should explain to Sara and your children How Baptism Unites us with the Lord Jesus Christ.”

“I shall talk to Sara. I do not know if we are ready yet.”
“Repent,” Peter said to them, “and be baptized, each of you,  in the name of Jesus the Messiah for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 
Acts 2:38

Exercise
· Please memorize together Acts 2:38.
· Find in Romans 6:1-14 in what way baptism unites us with the Lord Jesus.

· Also in Romans 6:1-14, what should be the result of baptism in the way we live? 
I–8 — Discovery 8
Become Followers of the Lord Jesus
(Meet, know and follow the risen Christ)

A few days later Old Wise arrives at the woodworking shop and tells Learner, “I’m soon going to move to another area of the country. I hope to leave a congregation of believers here first. You have heard the good news of the Lord Jesus. You know our need for the one true God and how He sent the Lord Jesus to rescue us from sin and death. Did you talk to Sara about demonstrating your faith by baptism?”

“Yes. We both believe that the Lord Jesus’ death and resurrection bring us forgiveness and new life. But I want to learn more about baptism.”

“Listen, then to how the apostle Paul Met the Lord Jesus.”
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Exercise
Please find in Acts 22:1-16: 
· What was Paul doing to Christians before he met the Lord Jesus? 

· Who spoke to Paul on the road to Damascus? 

· What did Paul need to do to become an obedient follower of the Lord Jesus? 

Old Wise summarizes the story while he helps Learner finish making a chair. “Paul put many Christians in jail before he met the Lord Jesus. He thought he was serving God by trying to stop the Christians. He did not believe that the Lord Jesus had risen from the dead. He thought Christians were liars. But the risen the Lord Jesus spoke to Paul. Paul was blinded until a devote disciple of God came to heal him. The disciple told him to get up, be baptized, and wash away his sins, calling on the name of the Lord Jesus. The disciple told Paul that has been appointed by God to witness to all men about what he had seen and heard.” 

Old Foolish rushes into the shop and starts to speak, but sees Old Wise and stops. He listens for a while, and then says, “Do not hurry into these things, Learner. Think it over. Do not get carried away with this Jesus religion. It will interfere with your life!”

Old Wise prays silently to God, and then relates How the Lord Jesus Ascended into Heaven. 

Exercise
Please find in Luke 24:36-53 what Old Wise asks Learner:
· What did the Lord Jesus do to show His disciples that He was not a ghost? 

· What specific historical events does the Lord Jesus instruct us to proclaim as news to all nations? 

· What wonderful thing did the Lord Jesus promise to send His followers? 

Old Wise ends the story as Learner and Old Foolish listen in the shop: “The Lord Jesus was taken up into heaven as a man. Angels promised that He would come back in the same way. (Acts 1:8-11) Meanwhile, The Lord Jesus gave His followers a job to do and sent them His Holy Spirit from on high to empower them to do the job. This job is for us today also. He promised to give to us power to do it from heaven, which comes through the Holy Spirit who lives in us. Our job is to tell all people about the Lord Jesus, especially about His death and resurrection, and to proclaim repentance and the forgiveness of sins. We witness our Lord through not only the words we speak but also by obeying the Lord Jesus in loving serving others.”
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Old Foolish says, “Then the Lord Jesus is a long way off now. I’m leaving. You men are becoming too fanatical about religion.”

Old Wise pays him no attention and tells Learner, “One day the Lord Jesus will come back and raise His followers from the dead, so that we can all live forever with Him where He is (John 14:3). Learner, are you ready to take this step toward God? Listen to the voice of the Lord Jesus. Confess your sins and be baptized, washing away your sin in Jesus’ name (Acts 22:16).”

“I know in my heart that this is true. My family and I will obey the Lord Jesus Christ. We will be baptized. And I have already begun telling our friends about the Lord Jesus.”
“And Jesus came up and spoke to them saying, ‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything that I commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’” Matthew 28:18-20
Exercise

Do what Old Wise asks Learner to do:
· Memorize together Matthew 28:18-20. 

· Tell others what you have seen and heard about the Lord Jesus.

· Praise God for the day when He will come back to take His followers home with Him.
Ongoing Shepherd Training

· Paul — Timothy, #12, Intercessory Prayer Guide
· Paul — Timothy, #15, Gospel Diagram 
· Paul — Timothy, #9, Basic Topics for Group Leaders to Train New Believers
Shepherd’s Storybook

For Training New Shepherds of New Congregations

Part 2
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Section II
ESTABLISH CONGREGATIONS
THAT OBEY CHRIST 

Chapters in Section II are the Lord Jesus Christ's foundational Commands. Check  those that are being practiced: 

II–1 Command of the Lord Jesus Christ #1: Repent, Believe, and Receive the Holy Spirit (salvation)

II–2 Command of the Lord Jesus Christ #2: Baptize new Believers (then live the holy life in the Lord Jesus that it initiates)

II–3 Command of the Lord Jesus Christ #3: Make Disciples of the Lord Jesus (teach obedience to the Lord Jesus and God’s Word)

II–4 Command of the Lord Jesus Christ #4: Love (Love God and love people, serve the needy, forgive even your enemies)

II–5 Command of the Lord Jesus Christ #5: Pray (Praise God, confess sin, pray for others, heal the sick, give thanks for all things, and engage in spiritual warfare)

II–6 Command of the Lord Jesus Christ #6: Break Bread, commemorate the Lord’s Supper, worship God in Spirit)

II–7 Command of the Lord Jesus Christ #7: Give (Be good stewards of all that God gives us)
Note:

Instead of page numbers, you find sections and chapters by section numbers I, II and III, and chapter numbers 1, 2, and 3, etc. For example: II–5 means Section II, Chapter 5. The chapters in Section I are called “Discoveries,” in Section II, “Commands,” in Section III, “Ministries.”

Do not confuse the names of the persons in the story:

Old Wise is older than the rest. He is a woodworker. He visits Learner's area to start congregations.

Learner is an apprentice to Old Wise as a woodworker and later, received training from Old Wise as a new shepherd.

Sara is Learner's wife.

Deborah lives next door to Learner.

Samuel is Deborah's brother and appears only in Section III.

Helper is Learner's brother and lives in another, nearby community.

Rachel is Helper's wife.

Old Foolish lives in the area and fakes conversion during the story.

Caregiver is Old Foolish's brother-in-law and is wiser. He lives near Helper. 

Carmen is Old Caregiver's wife.

Jacob is an elder in Learner's church and owns a store.

Sapphire is an employee in Jacob's store

Joseph is an elder in a new church, in Section III.

Lisa is Joseph's wife.

Ruth, a newlywed, appears in Section III.

Tobias is Ruth's drug-crazed husband.

The purpose of this section is that we make disciples that obey the Lord Jesus above all else.

In the Bible we find a shepherd named Titus. See in Titus 1:5 how the Apostle Paul left this shepherd on the island Crete to help the new Christians. Paul told Titus to complete what was lacking in the new congregations on Crete. You may have met Old Wise in Section 1. If not, let me introduce him. He is a shepherd. He is not a real person, but he represents the same type of person as Titus in the Bible.
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In Section I Old Wise told the good news about the Lord Jesus to his carpentry apprentice, Learner. In telling the good news, he used Bible stories. Learner told the same stories to his family. Now Learner’s family and several friends have become followers of the Lord Jesus Christ and been baptized. Old Wise is like the wise man in the Bible who built his house on the solid rock, which is the Lord Jesus Christ. He uses stories to help the new believers grow to maturity as obedient disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. These stories tell about true events that happened in history. 

Learner lives where people persecute followers of the Lord Jesus. His friend Old Foolish is a salesman who tries to sell different things that nobody wants. He is also like the foolish man in the Bible who built his house on sand.
Old Foolish arrives at Learner’s woodworking shop to tell him, “I heard you became a Christian. If I were a Christian,  then tourists will buy more souvenirs from me. Here, look. You might want to buy one, too.” He takes a small bamboo flute from a sack. “It is a kind of bird whistle. Blow it and the birds sing to you. I will show you.” He blows the whistle and three dogs start howling.

Learner replies, “I follow the Lord Jesus to serve God, not to make money. I am telling all my friends about Him.”

Old Foolish laughs. “You? You need to learn the entire Bible before you can go out and teach others! Goodbye!”

Later that day Old Wise arrives. He taught Learner the woodworking trade and enjoys coming to Learner’s shop to work with him and talk. Learner complains, “Old Foolish says I have to know the whole Bible before I can teach others.”

Old Wise warns, “No, my brother in Christ! We do not simply listen and listen, and listen more, to God’s words. We put them into practice a little at a time as we learn them. Otherwise they do us little good. Let me remind you of The Two Builders. The Lord Jesus told His followers about them so we would know how important it is to obey His words, from the beginning of our new lives as Christians.”
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Exercise
Please read this story in Matthew 7:24-29. If you cannot read (or do not have the Bible in your language) ask someone who can read to tell it to you. While you go through this story, answer the questions below that Old Wise has prepared for Learner:
· What is the difference between the two men who both heard the words of the Lord Jesus?

· Who is the Rock, the foundation for everything good?

· What must we do, to build our life and ministry on this Rock?

Learner exclaims, “Then it is not enough simply to listen to the words of the Lord Jesus! We must know what the Lord Jesus commands us to do, but knowing is not enough. We must put the commands of the Lord Jesus Christ into practice.”

Old Wise smiles as he helps Learner finish making a table. “Yes! He says in John 14:15, ‘If you love me, obey my commands.’  We HEAR and DO. We do not HEAR, HEAR, HEAR and maybe DO sometime later.”

“I see.”
“The way to build on the Rock of the Lord Jesus Christ is to obey Him in childlike faith and love. God blesses our loving obedience to the Lord Jesus. He does not promise to bless us simply because we have much knowledge of His Word. Shortly before the Lord Jesus returned to Heaven, He gave us our orders for the rest of our lives on earth. We find these orders, called the Great Commission, in Matthew 28:18-20. The Lord Jesus instructs us to help all peoples become His disciples. He tells us to start by baptizing them and then to teach them to obey everything that He commanded us.
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“We become disciples by obeying all of the commands of the Lord Jesus. We make disciples by teaching others to obey all His commands. Making disciple starts with loving obedience. That’s the foundation. A true church is a group of people gathered together to obey the Lord Jesus in love. The first church on earth began immediately to obey all the commands of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Suddenly, they hear someone singing. Learner’s younger brother, Helper, enters the shop carrying a guitar. “Can you fix this, Learner? It came unglued. Oh, hello, Old Wise. I’m glad I found you! I overheard a policeman saying that you have been holding unregistered meetings and conducting unlawful activities. You are in danger. You must leave this area at once.”
Old Wise groans, “I cannot leave yet. I must first help your family and friends to become a strong congregation of obedient disciples of the Lord Jesus. Then I can leave and take the gospel to another place.”

Helper says, “I’m not a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, but Learner told me about Him and I want to know more. What does The Lord Jesus command men to do?”

Old Wise explains, “It starts with faith. The Lord Jesus commanded many other things. We can summarize them under seven foundational commands. We do not obey these commands to earn salvation. When we belong to the Lord Jesus, obedience is natural. We obey Him because we love and respect Him. To obey His commands shows that His life is in us.”

Learner asks, “What are His commands?”

“These are the Seven Foundational Commands of the Lord Jesus Christ in their simplest form:

· Repent, believe and be transformed by the Holy Spirit

· Baptize new believers

· Love

· Break bread

· Pray

· Give

· Train the Lord’s disciples.”

Old Wise continues, “Let us look in the Bible to see what truly is a church.” He teaches to Learner and his brother, Helper, How the First Christians Obeyed the Lord Jesus.

Exercise
Please find in Acts 2:36-47 what Old Wise asks the two men:
· How soon were new believers baptized and added to the church?

· Where did they break bread to celebrate and commemorate the Lord’s Supper?

· How did they show in a very practical way their love for each other?

· What did the Lord do for the new, obedient church, to make it grow?

Learner listens carefully. “Now I understand what a church is! It is people who gather and obey the Lord Jesus. The first Christians glorified the Lord Jesus Christ. They remembered what He taught and they obeyed the Lord’s words with fervor and joy. My family is going to glorify the Lord Jesus like those first Christians did.”

“Good,” Old Wise answers. “With the power of the Holy Spirit, they obeyed the seven basic commands of the Lord Jesus from the beginning. God’s blessing and joy come to congregations that obey the Lord Jesus in love.”

Practical Work

· Help your congregation memorize together John 14:15. 

· Help your congregation to memorize the seven foundational commands of Jesus Christ, listed above.

· Write a short song that lists the seven foundational commands of the Lord Jesus, if someone has not already done it. This makes it easy for others to learn them. Ask others to help you.

· Help your congregation obey God out of love, not fear.

· Ask everyone in your congregation to obey the Lord Jesus’ foundational commands before any man-made rules or traditions.
II-1— Command of the Lord Jesus Christ #1

Repent, Believe and be transformed by the Holy Spirit
The next week, several new believers, along with other people seeking God, gather in Learner’s small house. They are seated in a circle so they can see each other and have better conversation. Old Wise teaches them the Lord Jesus’ command to repent, believe and receive the Holy Spirit. He reads about the different aspects of this command in Mark 1:15, John 3:16, and John 20:22. 

Old Foolish arrives at the meeting and announces, “I am a Christian now. I think it is the better way to live.”

“I will talk with you later about that,” Old Wise says. “Now, let us all make plans to follow the Lord Jesus and spread the Gospel to more people for Him. I did not come to preach. Instead, we are all going to talk to each other about what God wants us to do. I want all of you to share your heart and talk about it. Please….”

Learner says, “I have friends along the road north of here. I want to tell them about the Lord Jesus.”

Old Foolish says, “I hope we can avoid offending those people, because they sometimes buy my little statues. We must not always be telling them they are sinners. They will get angry.”

“I disagree,” Old Wise says. “Sometimes the most loving thing we can do for people is to warn them that they must repent of their sins. We must not fear that we will offend them. Let me tell you about John the Baptist’s Bold Preaching. 
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Exercise
Please find in Matthew 3:4-10 the answer to what Old Wise asks:
· What kind of people did John the Baptist baptize—people who were good enough to deserve it, or bad enough to need it?

Sara says, “Since you asked all of us to talk, I will say what I have discovered. We who know that we have had many sins in our lives appreciate the forgiveness of the Lord Jesus more than people who think they are really good. “
Old Foolish starts to reply but Learner asks, “What do we tell the people first about God?”

Old Wise says, “Let me tell you The Most Important Things in the Gospel Message.”

Exercise
Please find in Luke 24:36-53 these important things:
· What two great events in the life history of the Lord Jesus do we tell to others?

· According to this passage, what must a sinner do to receive forgiveness of sins?

· Where does our power come from, to tell others about the Lord Jesus?

Old Wise explains to the small group in Learner’s house. “When we speak to others about the Lord Jesus, we explain that He is the ‘Sent One’ of God, the Christ (the Messiah), God’s anointed one. What else should we tell them?”

One of the new believers answers shyly, “Learner told me to tell them about the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus.”

“Yes! And we call them to repentance. We ask them not just to make merely a mental decision, but to act. They are to repent and confirm it by baptism.”

Learner adds to the discussion, “Then we help the new believers to use God’s power that the Holy Spirit gives us to tell others about the Lord Jesus.”

Old Foolish interrupts, “We do not need to make people feel bad about their sins. That offends them. This is why the police authorities do not want Old Wise to live here. He has offended them. People only need to accept the fact that God loves them! That is enough.”

Several start to argue about this. Old Wise says, “Listen, please. People need to do more than accept a message. Let me tell you How Peter Presented the Lord Jesus to the Jewish People.”

Exercise
Please find in Acts 2:22-40:
· What did Peter say about the Lord Jesus?

· What did Peter tell people to do to be saved?

The small group, while sitting in a circle in Learner’s house, discusses this for several minutes, then proceed to ask Old Wise if they are correct in what they have said. He replies, “Yes. You have learned well. Let us summarize it. The Apostle Peter preached the important truths of the Good News about the Lord Jesus. Three thousand people responded with repentance, with the help of the Holy Spirit speaking to their hearts. They were baptized the same day into the church. We must not count new believers until they are added to the church by baptism, or we cause confusion. Now, what were the truths that the apostles taught those who were seeking God?”

A man answers, “The Lord Jesus is the Savior that God attested through miracles as the Lord and Messiah.”

Sara says, “His death brings us forgiveness.”

Another adds, “His resurrection brings us victory over death and a new life through God’s Holy Spirit.”

Still another replies, “Our response is repentance, faith in the Lord Jesus, baptism and entry into the church.”

Learner affirms, “I’m going to follow the example of the Apostle Peter and tell my relatives the same powerful story of the Lord Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. I will use the stories that Old Wise told me when I first became a follower of Christ. He gave me a list of stories from the Bible to help people understand the gospel.” [This list of stories appears in Section IV.]
Learner’s brother Helper says, “I want to follow the Lord Jesus. I can repent of my sins because God’s Holy Spirit helps me do it.” He takes his guitar and starts to compose a new praise song about the Lord Jesus Christ’s perfect forgiveness.”

“Wonderful!” Learner exclaims, “I rejoice that my friends and relatives want to trust in the Lord Jesus!”

A few days later the small group meets in Learner’s house and Old Wise announces, “I will not be able to come and teach you much longer. I am leaving Learner in charge. He has grown in Christ and now meets the biblical requirements for a shepherding elder (1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9) . I am laying hands on him to commission him to shepherd this flock in my absence.”

“You cannot leave us!” Sara cries.

“I must leave. Learner, we will call you a ‘provisional elder’ until you can do these things without my constant supervision. You will baptize Helper and the others.”

Old Foolish objects, “It is too soon! My friend read in the Bible where it says not to lay hands on a new leader too quickly!” ( 1 Timothy 5:22)
Learner explains, “What did the apostle Paul mean by the words ‘too quickly?’ We look at his example to know. I am doing it no faster than the apostle Paul did under the same circumstances. In Acts chapter 14, we find Paul and Barnabas traveling through the region of Galatia sharing the gospel and establishing new congregations made up of entirely new believers without experienced leaders of any kind and under persecution (see especially verses 21-23). I follow their example. Learner, you are now to baptize the people to whom you helped become followers of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Practical Work

· Help your congregation to know the things we are to tell others about, in Luke 24:46-47. 

· Plan what you will do to help your relatives, friends and neighbors to repent and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.

· Help the new believers to understand that when they turn to God, they receive forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Ongoing Shepherd Training

· Paul — Timothy, #1, How to Use Paul-Timothy Leadership Training 
· Paul — Timothy, #2, Paul-Timothy Leadership Training Menu
· Paul — Timothy, #3, Guidelines for Trainers of New Shepherds
· Paul — Timothy, #4, Guidelines for New Shepherds Being Trained
· Paul — Timothy, #11, Paul-Timothy Studies Assigned and Completed Chart
II–2 — Command of the Lord Jesus Christ #2
Be Baptized

(Then live the holy life in the Lord Jesus that baptism initiates.)

The small group meeting in Learner’s house talks about baptism. Old Wise says, “It is a foundational command of the Lord Jesus, in Matthew 28:18-20. Please go ahead and ask any questions.”

Old Foolish argues, “It is too soon to baptize these people! My friend says that his church waits until the new believers are perfect in every way. So you should be careful. What if you baptize them and some of them fall away from the church? Wait and see how well they behave. Then you can reward those who are good by baptizing them.”

Old Wise groans. “You misunderstand the meaning of baptism. We do not postpone obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ. Obedience in baptism always comes first. Baptism starts the shepherding of new, repentant believers.” 

Helper says, “I want to be baptized. What else does the Bible say about it?”

Old Wise replies, “Learner, you know the story of The Jailer Who Repented. Please tell them.”

Exercise
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Find in Acts 16:22-34 what Learner explains:
· Why did the Philippian jailer want to kill himself?

· What did the jailer do immediately after Paul assured him that he could be saved, so that others would also know the Lord Jesus Christ?

· How soon were the jailer and his family baptized?
Old Foolish says to the small group that was studying baptism in Learner’s house, “We cannot do as the Bible says. That was a long time ago, it’s not the same today.”

Learner corrects him, “Yes it is. Sin has not changed. God has not changed. Baptism has not changed. The Philippian jailer feared because he was doomed—he thought he had failed to guard the prisoners and would be put to death (see Acts 12:19). He was afraid and without hope of salvation. He knew he was lost. My relatives are like that, too. They have been really bad, but the Lord Jesus came to save those who admit that they are lost and hopeless. Baptism is a gift to people who need strong assurance of forgiveness and it provides all of us an excellent teaching illustration of the meaning of salvation.”

Old Wise adds, “Yes, the apostle Paul explains in Romans 6:3-8 that baptism is not just the washing with water. In baptism, our sin nature is crucified with the Lord Jesus. We are lifted up with the risen Christ to new life. When people repent, their baptism helps them be sure of their new life in Jesus Christ. We explain to them that the Holy Spirit comes to them as a gift from God to make this life possible. How did Paul know the jailer was sincere?”

Learner answers, “By his actions the jailer showed that he trusted in the Lord Jesus. He immediately called his family together. They became disciples of the Lord Jesus together. And he obeyed the Lord Jesus by being baptized. Let us encourage new believers to begin training disciples with the Lord Jesus Christ immediately, starting with their own families, relatives and friends.”
Helper remarks, “The jailer immediately showed his repentance and faith by being baptized.”

“Yes,” Old Wise replies, “Baptism is the only rite that the Lord Jesus gave His church to affirm our conversion to the Christian faith, which is the transformation that God begins in our hearts. The apostles immediately baptized everyone that turned to the Lord Jesus Christ. They received them into the congregation this way. God, through the power of the Holy Spirit, added them to the church which is the Body of Christ.”

Old Foolish objects, “But some of Learner’s friends and relatives who want to be baptized are drunks and thieves! People will criticize the church if you let them in before they prove they are worthy.”

One of the men says, “I have lived a very sinful life. I want to repent and follow the Lord Jesus Christ. But maybe Old Foolish is right. I would bring a bad reputation to the church if I am baptized.”

Old Wise encourages him, “Baptism is for bad people. Please listen to the story of The Forgiven Tax Collector.

Exercise
· Please find in Luke 18:9-14 what Old Wise explained to the discouraged man. 

· Two men were praying. Which man prayed the longest prayer?

· Which man did God hear?

· Which man was justified before God?”

The discouraged man sighs with relief then begins to smile again. Old Wise explains to the small group, “The apostles did not use baptism as a graduation ceremony after a long course of study. They did not use it to reward those who had proved themselves worthy. These human traditions came later into some churches. In the New Testament, people entered the church through repentance and baptism. Then they grew spiritually with the help of the Body of Christ, the other believers, who loved them and served them.”

Old Foolish tells Learner, “You do not have authority from God to baptize these people.”

“Yes, he does,” Old Wise says. “We find Our Authority for Baptizing New Believers in Matthew 28:18-20. That is The Lord Jesus’ Great Commission. And Learner meets all of God’s requirements to do it.”

Exercise
Please read Matthew 28:18-20 now to find:
· With what authority does the Lord Jesus order us to train disciples?

· What two things do we do for people, so that they become disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ?

· What does the Lord Jesus promise to do that makes it easier for us to obey this great commission?

The people leave the meeting but Old Wise stays a while longer to explain to Learner the Three Levels of Authority that direct what we do as a church. “Learner, here is an easy way to remember from where our authority comes:

· First and above all, is the authority that comes from the commands of the Lord Jesus and His apostles.
· Second, the practices of the Apostles and other disciples, that were not commanded.
· Third, our human traditions—things that we agree as a church body to do but yet are not mentioned in the New Testament.”

Learner says, “I see. We obey the commands of the Lord Jesus above all else. These commands and the commands of His apostles are the first level of authority. Nothing keeps us from obeying the Lord Jesus in love.”
“Yes. The second level refers to the practices of the apostles and other disciples that were not commanded. They are examples to us. We cannot prohibit things they practiced. We cannot command them either, because the Lord Jesus never did. These apostolic practices include: meeting on the first day of the week, meeting in homes, immediate baptism, and laying on hands to pray to commission new leaders.”

Learner says, “Human traditions are the third level of authority. Are all traditions bad?”

“No. Most traditions are good. They help us to work together in harmony. However, over time circumstances change then the human tradition can interfere with the congregations’ ability to obey the commands of the Lord Jesus Christ. So we must make a choice, will we follow our church tradition or will we obey the Lord Jesus?”

Practical Work

· Memorize together Matthew 20:18-20.

· Baptize new believers without delaying it with man-made requirements. Note, the method of baptism according to the New Testament is immersion baptism  by completely submerging repentant people in water.
· Let the newly baptized believers by the power of the Holy Spirit actively participate in ministry as members of the church body.

· Help new believers to immediately take the Lord Jesus Christ to their own family and friends by serving and sharing the gospel with them.
· Examine the traditions of your congregation to make sure that nothing delays obedience to the commands of the Lord Jesus Christ and His apostles.

II–3 — Command of the Lord Jesus Christ #3
Train the Lord’s Disciples
A few days later Old Wise returns on the bus and walks to Learner’s house. Sara tells him, “Learner is at the shop. I am glad you came. He is discouraged.”

“Why? What happened?”

 “Old Foolish and his friends are complaining to everyone. They criticize Learner for teaching from the Bible without studying first in some kind of academic theological institution. They say he sounds like a common person when he speaks, and not like a proper pastor or well educated church leader.”

Old Wise hurries to the woodworking shop. They talk about what Old Foolish and his friends are saying. Learner laments, “I’m not a good speaker. I’m not eloquent.” 

“Your group is too small for you to preach in the traditional pulpit style. You should rather tell stories from the Bible or read a passage of Scripture, and ask questions to encourage the small group to discuss it freely.”

“That is what I do. I do it the same way that you did for me. I read or tell a story from the Bible, then ask questions for the people to answer and discuss. I encourage everyone to participate. But that’s not what Old Foolish wants. He wants to listen passively, as a ‘hearer only’.”
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“According to James 1:22 and 1 Corinthians 14:26, that is very wrong understanding. Many Bible verses tell us to teach, correct and admonish one another. This means that we must talk to one another during our meetings. We are not simply to listen. Large churches, to meet God’s requirement for a church, must form small groups that can discuss God’s Word and plan together to obey it, applying it to their lives and ministries. If some believers do not yet have a ministry then this is where they need to start — obeying the Word of God and joining God in serving others. The Lord Jesus does not tell us to be eloquent. He wants us to train His disciples. If you are worrying about being a good public speaker (preacher), then you are focusing on the wrong things. It is far better to be a good shepherd leading God’s people to know Him not just our traditions. Let us consider The Lord Jesus’ Command to Go and Train His Disciples. “
Exercise
Please find in Matthew 28:18-20 the main thing that our Lord the Lord Jesus Christ wants us to do:
· Exactly what do we do to make disciples?

· What, specifically, are the disciples to do?

Helper, Learner’s brother, arrives at the shop with his guitar. “Listen to my new song, Old Wise. I composed it to teach the commands of the Lord Jesus Christ.” He sings a simple list of the Lord Jesus’ seven basic commands.

“Very good!” Old Wise congratulates him. “Please teach it to the new congregations.”

“Come join us,” Learner says to Helper, “We are talking about training disciples.”

Old Wise points at the woodworking tools lying on the worktable and says, “Jesus Christ called ordinary working men to be His disciples, not famous speakers. He does not want His followers simply to sit in church meetings and listen to good speakers. He commands his disciples to do things that are vital for healthy church life. Let me tell you about what The Lord Jesus Promises to Those Who Follow Him:

Exercise
· Please find in Luke 5:1-11 what the Lord Jesus said we would become if we follow Him.

· Also find in Luke 5:27-32 two things that Levi (also called Matthew) did immediately after starting to follow the Lord Jesus.

· The Lord Jesus did not come to be a friend only of very good people. What kind of people did He say He came to save?
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Helper says, “I am trying to tell my friends about the Lord Jesus Christ, but I’m shy. I find it hard to talk to people that I do not know well.”

“God will help you,” Old Wise explains. “Here, let us help Learner stain this new cabinet that he’s making. We can talk while we work. The Lord Jesus promised His disciples that they would be fishers of men. Like Peter, we can do nothing to reach men for the Lord Jesus Christ without God’s help. Only by His power can we proclaim the gospel, for through our gospel God calls people to repentance and faith. He gives us power through His gift — the Holy Spirit. We receive and use this power far more effectively when we work together, in teams of two or more.” 

“That is why it was hard for me to talk to people about our Lord,” Helper reasons, “I tried to do it alone, relying on myself.” 

Old Wise suggests to Learner, “Take your brother Helper with you when you tell others about the Lord Jesus. Let us pray for both of you right now, that the Holy Spirit will anoint you and give you more coworkers, as the Lord Jesus promised in Matthew 9:38.”

After praying, Old Wise explains, “When the Lord Jesus called Levi, he left everything behind and immediately followed the Lord Jesus, just as Peter and the other disciples did. True disciples let the Lord Jesus rule over every part of their lives and obey Him immediately. True disciples are totally committed to Jesus Christ as Lord”

They hear someone at the door. Old Foolish has come to the shop with a small cage holding green lizards. “They eat flies,” he explains. “They will keep your house free of flies. Want to buy one? Here, I will show you.” He releases one on the floor and it runs out the door. A cat pounces on it  and runs away with it.
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They talk about Learner’s responsibility as an elder, to train disciples. Old Foolish hits his fist against the worktable, knocking over a can of wood stain. He says loudly, “You cannot train disciples until you learn more theology. My friend says his pastor studied for many years before he tried to teach anyone about God. You are a hypocrite if you try to tell others about God when you hardly know anything yourself!”

“No!” Old Wise forcefully interrupts, “What exactly do you want Learner to do to prove that he is capable of shepherding the flock that God has given him? Walk on water? He cannot stop caring for other people just because he is not perfect in every way! When we become true followers of the Lord Jesus Christ we love others more than ever.”

“Let us get back to the subject we were talking about,” Learner begs. “We want to train the Lord’s disciples. The first thing Matthew did as a disciple of the Lord Jesus was to call his friends together for a meal so that he could present the Lord Jesus to them. We must help new disciples to introduce the Lord Jesus to their own friends and family. We train them to tell others about the Lord Jesus, His teaching, His miracles, His death and His resurrection. 1 Corinthians 15:2-5 clarifies that the heart of the good news is that the Lord Jesus died and rose from the dead, and by so doing, brought men forgiveness and eternal life.”

Helper says, “I read that last night to my family. The teachers of the law called Levi and his friends ‘sinners.’ Peter also called himself a sinner. These sinners were the people the Lord Jesus came to call to repentance and make fishers of men. The Lord Jesus called sinners, like the tax collectors at Matthew’s dinner reception, into His church. He changes them!” 

Old Foolish picks up his cage of lizards and leaves the shop, one of his hands covered with stain. Helper continues to discuss the training of disciples. “In Acts chapter 2, the apostles could not stop discussing about the Lord Jesus, His death and His resurrection. By the power of the Spirit, many people repented. The apostle Peter told them to repent, change their direction in life, be baptized for the forgiveness of sins and to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Three thousand repented and were baptized, and were added to the church that same day!”

Old Wise adds, “And after baptism the apostles taught them immediately to obey all the other foundational commands of the Lord Jesus. It says in Acts chapter 2 that the people heard and were devoted to put the apostles’ teaching into practice, established harmonious fellowship, broke bread together, prayed, and gave help to those in need. That is how the first church started!”

Learner declares, “Our church is also being established by obeying the Lord Jesus just like those first Christians did. They loved each other. We also help each other to obey all that the Lord Jesus commanded. We will train obedient disciples of our Lord Jesus building up the Body of Christ!”

“Good,” Old Wise responds happily. “We can practice some of the Lord’s commands when we meet together, such as the Lord’s Supper and harmonious fellowship. Obedience to the Lord Jesus is the heart of true worship. But we also obey the Lord Jesus Christ when we are not at the meetings. We can obey the Lord joyfully throughout the day, praying, telling others about Him and serving the needy.” 

Learner asks, “What things should we do when we meet together as a body to worship God?”

Old Wise says, “I will list for you The Important Parts of Worship:

· Pray,

· Praise God,

· Confess our sins and receive assurance of forgiveness,

· Commemorate the Lord’s Supper,

· Have fellowship with one another,

· Present offering, help, give, 
· And study the Word of God in order to better obey the Lord Jesus.”

Learner wonders, “Do we do them in that order?”

“Do them in the order that works best for you,” replies Old Wise.
Helper says, “I think a new church or a very small group of one or two families can do these things when they meet together.”

“When you meet in a home with a small group,” Old Wise cautions, “You should also have a definite beginning and a definite end for the worship time. Otherwise the worship is confused with other activities and fails to bring us into God’s magnificent presence in solemn reverence.”

“I already discovered that,” Learner says. “To start the service we ask everyone to stand and repeat a Psalm of praise. To end it we stand and recite the Lord’s Prayer or some other special prayer of dismissal and blessing. This way the children know when to stop playing and making noise, and when they can start again when the worship time is over.”

Old Wise says, “I showed you and your family how to do a simple form of family worship. You have done it well and others like Helper and his wife Rachel have come and joined you. But I will not always be here. At any time I may have to leave. You will have to lead without my help. Learner, give each person something to do. Remember what each person enjoys doing and how their serving helps others. It will correspond to their different spiritual gifts so everyone can participate.”
[image: image14.png]aAAA M,




Practical Work

· Intercede with everyone in your church for people that need the Lord Jesus. Pray for those near you and for those in far away, neglected places.

· Show your people how to tell others in a friendly way about the Lord Jesus, especially their family and friends. Show them how to share their salvation testimony about their relationship with the Lord Jesus like the Apostle Paul did in Acts 26:1-29.
· Limit the number of formal meetings during the week, to give your people time to go share the Good news about the Lord Jesus with their friends and also meet together with each other in their own small groups of 2-4 people to read the Bible, confess sins and pray for others.

· Practice all the important elements of worship during your main weekly worship meeting.

· Help every believer to do something that edifies others, during your meetings. Great ministries always started with small acts of loving service.
Ongoing Shepherd Training

· Paul — Timothy, #8, Nine Guidelines for Those Co-workers Who Plan For and Lead Group Worship
· Paul — Timothy, #9, Basic Topics for Group Leaders to Train New Believers
II–4 — Command of the Lord Jesus Christ #4
Love

Learner and his brother, Helper, visit their neighbors and friends, telling the good news about the Lord Jesus. Helper sings for them. They live in different neighborhoods, a distance of a few kilometers between them, so one day they visit in Learner's area, the next day went to Helper's area. Helper's neighbor, Old Caregiver, tells Helper, “I am a schoolteacher, but I have been ill and unable to work.”

Helper tells him about the Lord Jesus, but Learner remains quiet. When they leave his house, Helper asks Learner, “Why were you so silent? We ought to help him some way. His family is suffering.” 

“I do not like Old Caregiver,” Learner admits. “He is Old Foolish's long-time friend. Last year I made a set of chairs for him and he never paid me. I later asked for payment and we argued. He got angry and threw a book at me. He is my enemy. I will not visit him again.”
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They return to Learner’s house and find Old Wise waiting. Helper tells him, “Learner does not want to help Old Caregiver in his time of need, because they have had a disagreement since last year.”

Old Wise advises, “Learner, you must obey the Lord Jesus’ command to love, in Matthew 22:36-40. It is the greatest of God’s commands. Let me tell you what the Lord Jesus said about The Good Samaritan.
Exercise
Please find in Luke 10:25-37 what Learner discovers that practical love does:
· Besides God , to whom are we to show love?

· What did the Samaritan do to show love for his neighbor?

· From God’s viewpoint, who is our neighbor,?

They continue talking about this in Learner’s house. Old Wise advises, “Learner, the religious leaders that passed by the injured traveler knew they were commanded to love their neighbor, but they did not stop to help him. The Samaritans and Jews were historical enemies (John 4:9). But the Samaritan did stop to help the injured Jewish traveler. A person in need, even an enemy, is our neighbor as God sees it. He requires us to love them all.”

“Do I have to love Old Caregiver?” Learner asks.
“What do you think?” 
“I guess so.”

Old Wise explains, “God is love, and we were created to be like Him. He made us to love Him and to love each other just as He loves us. Love must be useful. Merely talking about the Lord Jesus is not enough. In John 13:35 the Lord Jesus said that people will know that we belong to Him when we look for ways to show useful love for each other. We are no longer interested only in what God can do for us.”
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“What do you mean by ‘useful love’? ”
“Love is useful when we do the things that the Lord Jesus commands. Our worship and all our church activities come from this first great command. We prove our love for our neighbors by serving them in useful ways, especially when they need help.”

Old Foolish arrives at Learner’s door with bottles of a dark green liquid. “It is Voice Tonic” he announces. “Take a spoonful daily for a month and you can sing better, Helper. Old Wise, people will hear you preach from a long distance. Here, I will demonstrate it with the cat.” He fills a spoon and lowers it. The cat sniffs it, snarls and bites his finger. Old Foolish scolds the others, “You do not have to laugh so much! You lack good manners.”

Sara bandages his finger and says, “The Lord Jesus commands us to love our enemies even those who persecute us. Did you know that, Old Foolish? I read it this morning in Matthew 5:44.”

Old Foolish objects, “But you cannot let an enemy offend you and do nothing! Even cats know that you have to bite those who they think might mistreat you! Make people suffer for doing wrong so it will not happen again!”

“Please!” Old Wise interrupts, “Let me tell you about The Unforgiving Servant.”

Exercise
Please find now in Matthew 18:21-35:

· How much of the debt did the master cancel?

· How did the first servant treat the second, poorer servant?

· What did the master do to the unforgiving servant?

They continue talking about love and forgiveness in Learner’s house. Old Wise explains, “We show our enemies love when we forgive them. That is how the Lord Jesus forgave us. We also show love to new believers by welcoming them into our church family. We show love to our disciples by listening to them and helping them have fruitful ministries. Ephesians 4:11-12 says that teachers must help all the believers to have some kind of effective ministry. Having a ministry is important because ministry is the outcome of our faithful obedience and that is where we grow in our relationship with the Lord Jesus and receive His blessing and reward.”

After praying, Learner sighs saying, “I will forgive Old Caregiver. But it is hard to stop hating him. Sara, please prepare some food for his family. I will help them.” 

He takes a large basket of flour, eggs, fruit and other everyday items to Old Caregiver, who is very grateful. Learner tells him, “You need employment but cannot work a full day yet. Come work in my shop part time until you gain back your strength. You can do light work like painting small decorative designs on some wooden cases that I’m making. You can stop working any time during the day if you feel tired. You will earn enough money to care for your family.”

Old Caregiver stares at Learner for a long moment. “Thank you. I will be there in the morning.” 

A few weeks later he tells Learner, “I am able to teach classes full time again. Listen. About the dispute we had last year. I was wrong. Please forgive me. I will pay you what I owe.” Then Old Caregiver begins to attend the church meetings. Before long he begins to follow the Lord Jesus Christ and is baptized. 

At a worship meeting, Old Wise tells the group, “God has given you an honest and devoted servant to lead you. Learner now leads the worship meetings well without needing my help. And he does it the biblical way. All of you need to participate. You can give testimonies, speak words of encouragement and exhortation, recite verses by memory and tell Bible stories. Some can sing, while others dramatize Bible stories. You answer the questions that Learner asks after someone reads a Bible passage or tells a Bible story. This is what Paul taught us to do in 1 Corinthians chapters 12.through 14. It is all very biblical and spiritually healthy. You should all thank God for giving you a true servant that is able to lead in the way the Bible says he should.”

After the meeting in Learner’s house, while others are leaving, Old Foolish tells Old Wise, “You certainly made Learner proud! But I do not like the way he leads. Those new people in our small group either are unable to reply or give silly answers to his questions. He lets them participate too much. They have no right to participate like this. He gives them too much freedom! The small group needs a leader that will be more controlling and strict. I could lead better!”

“Oh, no!” Old Wise groans. “You are too stingy with God’s grace! Listen to the story of The Jealous Workers in the Vineyard.”

Exercise
Please find in Matthew 20:1-16: 

· What should our attitude be toward new believers, even though we have worked hard for the Lord Jesus Christ and suffered much for Him, and they have not?

Old Foolish remarks to Old Wise, “I do not understand your teaching! New believers would have the same right to God’s grace as we older ones have!”

“We receive them into the church with as much grace as God showed us.”

Learner approaches and Old Wise urges them to strengthen the unity of the church body. He tells about the Lord Jesus’ prayer For Us to Be One and to Love One Another. 
Exercise
Please read John 17:20-23 to find:

· What did the Lord Jesus ask God to do for us?

· In what way is our unity with each other like the unity between God the Father and God the Son?

· How did the Lord Jesus say the world would know that God sent the Lord Jesus?
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Old Wise tells Old Foolish and Learner, “You two men need to get along better with each other. God’s people are united in His church. We are all one in the Lord Jesus Christ. A local church is a group of people united to obey the Lord Jesus in love, wherever they are. God wants us to help one another, encourage one another and build each other up. The Lord Jesus does not tell us to follow Him each one in his own way, alone. We do it together.” 
“What do you mean, we are all one in Jesus Christ?” Learner asks.

“The Holy Spirit unites us in the Body of Christ in a way that men cannot explain with human reason. The Lord Jesus said in John chapter 17 that we are one in Him just as He is one with God the Father.”

“I do not understand that,” Old Foolish grumbles. “I do not believe anything that I cannot understand.” 

“No man fully understands the mystery of God’s being and our new holy life that is hidden in the Lord Jesus, as Colossians 3:1-7 reveals. Our understanding is not the most important thing to God. He prefers our obedience. We can learn much Scripture and that is good. But it is better to learn to obey the living Lord Jesus. The best thing of course is to do both — learn and obey, that strengthens the church, the Body of Christ!” 
“Why do you call the congregation the Body of Christ?” Learner asks. 

“The New Testament church is the Body of Christ — not a denomination or a building. We mean God’s people, those who gather to worship and serve Him. We learn as the Body of Christ to show practical love to the one true God and to each other.”

 “Why is love so important?” Old Foolish asks Old Wise.

“It is the most sacred motive for all we do. Learner, do you remember what the Lord Jesus said about love?”
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“Yes. He affirmed the ancient command from Deuteronomy 6:4-5, ‘Listen, Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is One. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength'.” 
 “Loving God is impossible unless we believe that He is One,” Old Wise states. 

“Believers in the New Testament gathered together to obey the Lord Jesus in love. Acts chapter 2 shows that after they repented and were baptized, they obediently applied the apostles’ teaching to their lives. They practiced loving fellowship, gave generously, commemorate the Lord’s Supper and prayed powerfully. The first church started from this united, loving obedience to our Lord Jesus Christ. True love born of God results in joyful obedience; it is the essence of our faith.”

Practical Work
· Pray that your congregation will be rooted and established in love.

· Help your congregation to memorize the Lord Jesus’ command to love, in Luke 10:27. 

· Arrange for your congregation to serve people who have physical or spiritual needs.

· Plan activities as a body that will build loving unity with each other and with other congregations.

Ongoing Shepherd Training

· Paul — Timothy, #7, Guidelines for Deacons and those who Lead Ministry Activities During the Week
· Paul — Timothy, #5, Eleven Guidelines for Children’s Teachers and their helpers
· Paul — Timothy, #13, List of Children’s Studies
II–5 — Command of the Lord Jesus Christ #5
Pray

A few days later, Old Wise is talking to a truck driver at the market place about the Lord Jesus Christ when suddenly Old Caregiver rushes over and whispers, “The police plan to arrest you! I overheard two of them say so. The authorities do not like the way you try to persuade so many to become followers of the Lord Jesus Christ! Come!”

They walk quickly to Learner’s shop. After they pray with Learner, Old Wise states, “I do not know how much longer I will be able to visit you. Before I have to leave, I want to make sure that prayer is a regular part of your life, and not just for when danger threatens. The Lord Jesus tells us to pray in John 16:24, so that our joy may be complete. Let me tell you about the Lord Jesus’ Most Crucial Prayer when He was facing death.”
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Exercise
Please read Matthew 26:36-46 now to find:

· Where did the Lord Jesus pray?

· To whom did the Lord Jesus pray?

· What posture did the Lord Jesus take in this instance, which showed the great anguish and anxiety of his prayer?

· What was the Lord Jesus’ greatest desire in His prayer, which led him to obey and give up his initial request?

Old Wise elaborates to Learner and Old Caregiver in the woodworking shop, “The Lord Jesus persisted in pleading with His Father until He was ready to face death. He did not want to die on the cross, but He desired even more to obey God His Father. He trusted that the Father’s answer, even if it was “no,” was the best answer. We, too, should learn to keep praying fervently, trusting God instead of demanding our own desire.”

“I prayed that you would not have to leave us,” Old Caregiver says.

“God may want me to,” responds Old Wise. “Like the Lord Jesus, let us pray to the Father in the power of the Holy Spirit, to show us His will, whatever it is. Do you remember what I taught you about prayer last week?”

“Yes,” Learner replies. “We pray in the name of the Lord Jesus who is our only way to God. His death on the cross makes it possible for us to go directly into the presence of the Father to ask boldly for what we need, as Hebrews 4:16 reveals. Our sinfulness no longer blocks our prayers to God. The Lord Jesus is our only mediator.”

Old Caregiver adds, “In Deuteronomy 18:9-14, the Bible also tells us not to pray to the dead. I did that before I knew the Lord Jesus Christ. I thought that the spirit of one of my ancestors put into my mind that I should not pay Learner for the chairs he made last year. The Lord Jesus has freed me and my family from our fear of those spirits! We know now that He has more power than any demon spirit.”

Old Wise replies, “We must speak all our prayers only to God. And we pray in the name of Jesus, to whom God the Heavenly Father has given all power in heaven and earth, as Matthew 28:18 reveals.”

Old Caregiver asks Old Wise, “Is there one way to pray that is more powerful than other ways? If I repeat the same prayer many times or say it in a loud chant, will God be more willing to answer me? Old Foolish told me that God hears our prayers only if we pray the way his fiend’s church does.”

Old wise explains, “We are free to pray in the different ways that we see in the Bible. Regardless of whether we stand, sit, kneel or lie down, shout, or pray silently, alone or with others, God hears our prayers. God wants us to pray, honestly from the heart without confusion. In Matthew chapter 6, the Lord cautioned against praying with eloquent words, complicated phrases or long repetitions to impress people. Before the He yielded Himself to be arrested, the Lord Jesus prostrated himself on the ground to show His great need and His submission to the Heavenly Father. Others in the Bible prayed while sitting, standing, kneeling, or raising their hands. People prayed in different ways. They talked, sang, chanted, prayed together as a group, and prayed silently. Our prayer is effective, not because of the position of our bodies, but because we are honest before God and pour out our hearts to Him, believing firmly that He hears.”

Learner adds, “Sometimes the Lord Jesus went away to be alone to pray to His Father. We also pray alone every day to strengthen our relationship with our Father in heaven. The Lord Jesus also prayed publicly, so we, too, can pray out loud with our brothers and sisters in Christ.”

Old Wise says, “Let me tell you the story in which the Lord Jesus Teaches us How to Pray. He gives us several reasons to pray, that are more important than our posture.”

Exercise
Please read this prayer, that some call ‘The Lord’s Prayer,’ in Matthew 6:1-15. Find the words that express these reasons for praying daily:

· To praise God, asking that His name be honored as holy
· To extend the kingdom of God

· To ask for what we need today
· To ask for forgiveness

· To ask for protection from temptation and the evil one

Old Foolish has been listening at the door of the woodworking shop and enters. “I have been asking God for a larger house and I have not gotten it. God answers prayers only when He has a whim to do so. He does what He does because He is God, and we have nothing to do with it.”

“God does answer us,” Old Wise explains. “But answers to our prayers depend on our obedience, as 1 John 3:21-24 explains. This can be further understood if we consider what the Lord Jesus says in John 15:14-17, we become friends of the Lord Jesus because we do what He commands of us. When we obey the Lord we do the same things that He is doing and He is also doing the same things that the Father is doing as John 5:17-20 says. Because we are doing what the Lord is doing we are spending time with Him and our relationship is growing. We understand the Lord more and more, our values and beliefs are becoming more and more like His. Therefore even though our status before Him will never change ─ He is always Lord and we are always His servants ─ but because we obediently join the Lord in what God is doing our relationship has changed to that of intimate friends. As friends we better understand God’s will, consequently, what we pray for in the name of Jesus is given to us so that we can see God’s will accomplished. But if our prayers are not being answered it could be that our sins are hindering our prayers, such as failure to forgive, selfishness, lack of faith, and lack of love for other people. We must confess these sins. If we do, God is faithful and just to forgive us and change our hearts, as 1 John 1:8-10 promises.”

That evening Learner gathers the believers at his house to ask God to protect Old Wise from the police and give him boldness to continue to speak about God. Like the apostles, Peter and John, and their co-workers in Acts 4:23-31, who prayed fervently asking God not for safety but rather for boldness to let them continue take the good news about the Lord Jesus to the people.

Practical Work

· Help your church to memorize together the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6:9-13. 

· Help parents to instruct each member of their families to pray daily, privately and as a family. The best time normally to pray privately is early in the morning (Mark 1:35).

· Ask each family to set apart a definite time for daily family prayers.

· Inform the congregation when God answers prayers, to encourage others.

· Show your people how to pray sincerely from the heart without trying to impress people with complicated words or mindless repetitions.

II–6 — Command of the Lord Jesus Christ #6
Break Bread

Early one morning, Learner goes to Old Wise friend’s house fearing that the police may have arrested Old Wise. He is still there. “Please come to my house,” Learner begs. “If they come for you, your friend can warn us and we will hide you. Come now. The believers are waiting for you to lead us as we commemorate the Lord’s Supper.”

Old Wise replies, “I will come with you, but you must lead the congregation from now on. I have already showed you how.”

Learner leads a discussion at his house, for which Old Wise helped him prepare. The group talks about our Lord’s command to break bread and participate mystically in His body. Learner points to the table with the cup and the bread. “Old Wise showed us how to celebrate and commemorate the Lord’s Supper just as he learned it in the Bible. Let us talk about Why We Commemorate the Lord’s Supper.”

Exercise
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 Please find in Matthew 26:26-27 what the Lord Jesus said that the bread and the cup are.

· Find in Luke 22:1-22 the reason the Lord Jesus gave for us to commemorate the Lord’s Supper.

· Find in 1 Corinthians 11:23-34: How participating in the Lord’s Supper reminds us to love and serve one another as the Body of Christ.
· Who should participate in the Lord’s Supper?
Learner continues to explain to his congregation, in his house, “The Lord Jesus tells us that the bread is His body and the cup is the new covenant that God accomplished His redemptive work in the shedding of the Lord Jesus’ blood. In this ceremony we know the Lord is very close to us. The new covenant between God and us allows us come near to Him through the Lord Jesus. Through the Lord Jesus, we have new, holy and eternal life by the power of His Holy Spirit. You see this in Acts 2:38 and Hebrews 9:15. By taking the Lord’s Supper, we strengthen our faith in God’s grace.”

Old Caregiver asks, “Why do you call it the new covenant?”

Learner hesitates so Old Wise answers. “First, let’s look at what is a covenantal relationship. When the LORD God called Abram He said in Genesis 17: 1-2, ‘I am God Almighty; walk before Me and be blameless. I will establish My covenant between Me and you….” God challenged and invited Abram to be completely committed to God as a man of integrity in order to be whole in his relationship with God, fully belonging to God. If he does that then he can live his life before God. He must be open, honest and be of integrity in order to live his life before God. These life characteristics go together the same way that God’s commands and blessings go together. For two people to be in a covenant both must be committed to the relationship. Each one must make an unconditional commitment. For a covenant to truly exist neither party can say, “I entrust myself to you, only if you entrust yourself to me.” Without such conditions, thus only on the basis of a commitment, can a genuine covenantal relationship be established.  Before the Lord Jesus died and rose from the dead, God accepted the blood of animal sacrifices to cleanse men’s sins. That was how relationship based on the old covenant was established. The old covenant is the covenant made through Abraham and later with the ancient nation of Israel (when Moses led them). The new covenant is based on the blood  of the Lord Jesus. Instead of laws that brought death, God now gives us His Holy Spirit to regenerate our hearts and guide us. We are no longer under the Old Testament law. Romans chapters 1 – 8 explains this.”

Learner says, “We celebrate the Lord’s Supper to remember the Lord Jesus and to show our faith in His sacrificial death until He comes back. We do not have to understand the mystery that is happening.”

“That is right,” Old Wise affirms. “We commemorate the Lord’s Supper regularly to receive blessing from the Lord in our obedience. A congregation that forgets the Lord’s Supper does not glorify the Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord’s Supper shows our unity with each other as a body and with the Lord Jesus Christ as our Head. Now, Learner will serve it to us.” 

Old Wise asks Learner, “Do you remember what the Lord’s Supper enables us to participate?” 

Learner thinks a moment, then remembers, “1 Corinthians 10:16-17 tells us that partaking of the bread and cup is a participation in the body and blood of our Lord. We do not understand this very well. So we quote the words of Scripture when we observe the Lord’s Supper, and trust Him to work in our hearts. His supernatural work is in us, not in lifeless pieces of bread. We say just what the Lord Jesus says, “Take and eat; this is my body. Drink, this is my blood of the new covenant, as in Matthew 26:26-28.”

After the Communion service, Old Foolish says loudly, “The Lord’s Supper is a holy ceremony. My friend told me that you need a pastor with official papers and an academic theological education to serve it. And if you do it too often, no one takes it seriously.”

Old Wise disagrees. “The New Testament church broke bread together the first day of the week in their homes, as Acts 20:7 reveals. Although God does not command us to break bread weekly, the apostles gave us the example. Breaking bread strengthens discipline and worship in new congregations. Any group of believers, no matter how small or how new, should be encouraged to observe the Lord’s Supper. The Lord did not say to wait to obey Him until you have a well-educated pastor! Man-made requirements that hinder obedience to the Lord Jesus’ commands do much damage.”

Old Foolish complains, “Helper’s wife Rachel got in a fight with my wife three weeks ago, so none of us should take the Lord’s Supper until that is forgotten. Rachel should not take it for at least six months. My friend told me this.”

 “Old Foolish, you have forgotten that the Lord’s Supper is to celebrate our love for the Lord Jesus Christ and for each other. We do it because we want to obey the Lord Jesus Christ. We cannot deny it to everyone just because one person in the body sinned. Nobody could ever participate! And we do not use it to punish people who have made mistakes, by excluding them participating in the Lord’s Supper for a long time. Galatians 6:1 teaches that when a believer repents of his faults, we restore him at once. That is what we did. Yes, our sin weakens our fellowship with God, and, in time, with other believers. But when we confess it and turn from it, God renews our fellowship. As 1 John 1:9 promises, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” Helper’s wife, Rachel, apologized to your wife and asked forgiveness. So we welcomed her back to the Lord’s table.”

Old Foolish grumbles, “You may want to forgive her, but I will not!”

Old Wise asserts firmly, “A church does not need to use gossip and criticism but instead, helps people find their way back to God. If Rachel has confessed her sin to God, He has forgiven her. The congregation must forgive her also. Let us look at The Steps We Take with Believers who have Made Mistakes to restore them, and what to do with those who are unwilling to repent.”
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Exercise
· Find in Matthew 18:15-17 the steps we take to correct believers who require discipline.

After commemorating the Lord’s Supper in Learner’s house, Old Wise tells the group, “I must say goodbye now. I must leave you. Maybe God will bring me back some day.” Tears fill his eyes as several others begin to weep.

Learner says, “Old Wise has loved this congregation and taught us to obey the commands of the Lord Jesus so we can become a strong healthy church when he is gone. He made sure that we have everything we need to grow and start other new congregations. We all thank you, brother.”

“Wait,” Old Wise says, “I forgot something. There is another thing to be done.” He reads The Requirements for an Elder.

Exercise
Please find now in Titus 1:1-9 the requirements for becoming a shepherding elder.
Old Wise tells the small group, “A congregation is not complete without godly leadership. I have observed Learner's life as a Christian for a few months now. He fulfills the Biblical requirements for an elder. His brother Helper also fulfills these requirements. I will lay hands on both of you now, to impart God’s anointing for you to take full responsibility for this congregation.”

Old Foolish complains, “It is not correct for you, Old Wise, to authorize our leaders this way. You are an outsider. You are not of this community and are not a member of this congregation. My friend says that workers from the outside should not name leaders in a church. The church should name its own leaders, like the church in Antioch did.”

“Your friend overlooked something,” Old Wise answers. “Even though the church only existed for little over a year, the church in Antioch could name leaders, as it did in Acts 13:1-3, because it was a mature church with many mature workers. But in Crete the congregations were all new and there were no experienced workers. So Paul told Titus, an experienced worker from the outside, to name and prepare the new leaders, in Titus 1:5. So Titus acted as an overseer for the new congregations, just as I have been doing for yours.”

To Learner and Helper Old Wise says, “You two are shepherding elders for this new congregation. You are young in your faith, but you have the Bible to lead you and the Holy Spirit to give you power. Learner, you will continue to train Helper, just as I trained you. Helper, you must train others and start new congregations. I will write you both letters and try to visit you when possible.”

“We hope so,” Learner says.

“Are you both willing to lead your congregation faithfully? Will you teach them to obey the commands of the Lord Jesus above all else? Will you humbly serve these people and all the believers to begin to understand their spiritual gift and find their ministry to serve the congregation, as 1 Peter 5:1-4 requires?”
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Learner and his brother promise solemnly before the group, “We will care for God’s people with the Lord’s help.” 

Old Wise asks the group, “Do you promise with God’s help to pray for these leaders and obey them as they teach the Word of God, and cooperate in the ministries that they equip you to do?” 

They all answer “Amen!” except Old Foolish. 

Old Wise lays hands on Learner and Helper and prays for their anointing as shepherds by the Holy Spirit, just as Titus did for the new shepherding elders of Crete

The group kneels to pray. Some weep. Learner knows that he now has the power of the Holy Spirit so that he and his brother can shepherd God’s flock.
 Practical Work

· Memorize together Matthew 26:26-28 so you can speak the very words of the Lord Jesus Christ when you commemorate the Lord’s Supper.

· Serve the Lord’s Supper regularly to all who come with repentant hearts.

· Pass on the instructions and authority to serve the Lord’s Supper to new congregations.
Ongoing Shepherd Training

· Paul — Timothy, #14, Guidelines for Using Maps, Planning and Reporting
II–7 — Command of the Lord Jesus Christ #7
Give, Help, Offering
The believers leave Learner’s house after saying goodbye to Old Wise. He stays to pray with Learner. Someone knocks at the door. A policeman says, “Old Wise, I have come to tell you that you must leave our jurisdiction at once. Because you are a good man, I am willing to help you by allowing you to leave without placing you under arrest. Leave now or I will put you in jail.”
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Sara quickly fills a bag with food, to help Old Wise on his way. He says, “You are generous. I am very grateful. Learner, you must teach the others to obey the Lord Jesus’ command to give, as Luke 6:38 says. Explain that they have received everything from God that they need to follow the Lord Jesus Christ and inherit eternal life. Just as God has given to them, they must give generously to others.”

 “Some of them are very poor and have almost no money,” Learner says.
Old Wise explains, “They can give other material goods to help those in need and to serve the congregation. Learner, serve others as I have served you. Do not be like the world’s leaders who like to lord it over those they control. Do not be greedy with your authority. Share it with new shepherding elders in the new congregations. Look for opportunities to tell others the good news of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

“I will,” Learner assures him.

“I give this to you as a gift.” Old Wise hands him his Bible. “When you study it, remember what I taught you.”

“Please tell us another Bible story before you go, because the next bus will not leave for another hour.”

“Let us read about The Generous Widow.” 
Exercise
Please find now in Luke 21:1-4:
· How much, of all she had, did the widow actually give?

· How did God measure the size of her gift, as compared with the gifts of the rich?

Old Wise explains, “See how the widow gave all that she had to live on, 100%? Although the people of the Old Testament were commanded to give to God 10% of what they received, under the New Testament that law is not what should motivate us. Our love for God motivates us to give what we can, like the widow. Paul taught the Corinthian Christians to set aside something each week for the Lord’s work, in 1 Corinthians 16:2. Ten percent of our net earnings is a good start.”

Learner agrees. “God promises to bless those who give out of a cheerful and grateful heart, in 2 Corinthians 9:6-7. Everything we have comes from God. We give cheerfully because we are grateful to Him. Our generosity shows that we believe that He is the Lord and that our everything belongs to Him. It shows our faith in His promise to take care of us and bless us.”

Learner reads the brief story of the widow again. “God saw into the hearts of the widow and the rich people. He saw why they were giving. The rich gave out of what they had left over, to fulfill an obligation or to impress people. The widow only gave two small coins, but God knew it was a joyful sacrifice of love. He considered it to be more than the gifts of the rich.”
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Old Wise tells Learner some ways people in the Bible used their offerings:

· to support shepherding elders and evangelistic workers,

· to help widows and orphans, and others in need,

· to help those who are hungry,

· to build or repair the Old Testament temple which, today, would be the same as helping with whatever is needed so God’s people may worship Him together.

Old Wise says goodbye. Old Foolish is waiting outside the door and tells him, “It would be better for you to promise the authorities that you will obey them, so they will let you stay. Why do you ruin your life this way? Your faith does you little good in this life. Forget about teaching about the Lord Jesus and get a good job here!”

Old Wise sighs. “Old Foolish, you do not understand our blessed hope. What we give now is invested for our reward in heaven. We are waiting for the Lord Jesus to return, just like He left, as Acts 1:9-11 says. When He comes, everything will be changed. We will receive a heavenly reward. We will have riches that will last for all eternity. Now I must go. Old Foolish, please find in Revelation chapter 21 What Our Future Is Like in the Lord Jesus.” Old Foolish merely says, “Goodbye” and walks away, but Learner reads the Scripture promise with joy shining in his eyes.

Exercise
Please read Revelation 21:1-9 now to find:
· With whom does God live in the new heaven?

· What will happen to tears and death in the new heaven?

· What happens to the people who refuse to trust God and leave their past lives of sin?

Learner rejoices, “It says we will live with God and be His people. We will be perfect, and He will welcome us like a husband welcomes a beautiful bride! There will be no more crying, suffering, or dying. Everything will be new and beautiful! Old Wise, if I do not see you again, I will see you when God makes a new heaven and earth.”

Old Wise says, “Learner, we are waiting for a wonderful kingdom. So, do not worry about building up riches and fame in this life. These are not the important things, because this life is passing quickly. If God blesses you with money, use it to help the weak and serve God. You saw my example. I was never a burden to you. Remember that it is more blessed to give than to receive, as God says in Acts 20:34-35.”

Learner and his brother Helper watch Old Wise leave on the bus, with tears in their eyes. “We might never see him again,” Learner mourns. 

Practical Work

Memorize together 2 Corinthians 9:6-7, about giving what we can give cheerfully. Then teach your people to give.

· Plan with your flock to keep account of the money that people give as offerings and how it is to be used.

· Designate honest people to manage the financial affairs.

· Instruct the treasurer never to loan any money or pay for things that are not authorized by those that lead the congregation.

· A shepherd should never make decisions alone as to how the money is spent, or take it all for himself.

· Plan with the church body for what the offerings will be used. Give help first to people who have very serious and urgent needs.
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