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SMALL GROUP PROPOSITIONS
Galen Currah – April 1999

Six characteristics of a small group movement that grows include activities, ministries, service, strategy, organization and multiplication. For researchers, the following thirty propositions can serve as hypotheses to test within given populations.

1. Activities
1.1 Small groups are not a ministry of the church, they are the church.

1.2 Small groups are complete churches that obey all the commands of Jesus.

1.3 Small groups gather in large congregations for celebrations and common action.

1.4 Small groups have four in-group activities: teaching, sharing, worship, and prayers.

1.5 Small groups have four out-group activities: service, prayers, evangelism, and mission.

2. Ministries
2.1 Small groups members minister to one another.

2.2 Small groups seek to grow and to multiply.

2.3 Small groups manifest the serving and speaking gifts of the Spirit.

2.4 Small groups discern their needs and meet those needs.

2.5 Small groups communicate with other groups and serve them as needed.

3. Services
3.1 Small groups serve outsiders with good deeds.

3.2 Small groups undertake projects of mercy.

3.3 Small groups ensure the continued operation of long-term services.

3.4 Small groups respond rapidly to special opportunities for which they have gifts & skills.

3.5 Small groups enjoy a balance of ministry and service.

4. Strategy

4.1 Small groups are the primary means of spreading the gospel through a city or people.

4.2 Small groups are the primary means of drawing new believers into fellowship.

4.3 Small groups are the primary means of providing ministry to communities.

4.4 Small groups are the primary means of planting the church in new communities.

4.5 Small groups are the primary means of doing mission in other societies and cultures.

5. Organization

5.1 Small groups are started by apostles.

5.2 Small groups are strengthened by prophets.

5.3 Small groups are multiplied by evangelists.

5.4 Small groups are nurtured by pastors and teachers.

5.5 Small groups are ruled by elders and served by deacons.

6. Multiplication

6.1 Small groups enable new leaders to emerge.

6.2 Small groups welcome inquirers and teach seekers.

6.3 Small groups incorporate new believers.

6.4 Small groups plan to launch new groups.

6.5 Small groups release shepherd-trainees to start new groups.

